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Please see the centre pages for the many events of
the Christmas season. We all hope everything goes
as planned and that we can celebrate this happy
season together. Merry Christmas to you all!

‘Wear it Pink’ Fundraiser for Breast Cancer
Thanks to the generosity of many tennis players and village people, over £500
was raised for two Breast Cancer charities in October, which was ‘Breast Cancer
Awareness’ month.
Both the WOWs (Women  “WOW’s Group with Ashley.
on Wednesday) session and - -
the Thursday Improvers :
group dressed in pink, R
bought raffle tickets and, of §
course, scoffed a few cakes
to help raise this impressive
amount!
Many thanks to Mark and
the Cartshed team for do-
nating a raffle prize, to our
coach Ashley for his sup-
port, to Debs Lambert for
helping at the hall and to
everyone who contributed.

PUMPKIN FEVER breaks out at the
Dabbling Duck. Well done everyone for
your wonderful creations. So imaginative!
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-

Thank you, PeterJames, for this picture
which shows autumn has come at last.
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REPORTS It is so good to see that more and more events
ON are now being organized. We thank all the
NOVEMBER people who have taken the trouble to get
EVENTS  things up and running and all of you who

have supported and attended. Update below..
Community Lunch
Thank you to all of our customers. This has become a fun filled
couple of hours with excellent food. There is no Iunch in De-
cember and, provisionally, the next lunch is Tuesday January
25th. February’s date is Tuesday, 22nd. We will be contacting
all our regulars individually, with the menu, in mid January.
Thai Food Stall
Thank you to Michelle West for the brilliant idea to try food
stalls outside the Bar. The Thai food stall was a great success
and Nidy has been re- booked for Saturday, January 29" from
4pm to 8.30pm. Put the date in your diary please. We are also
talking to other possible vendors.
Pop Up Restaurant
The Pop Up restaurant in the Village Hall was a great success
with forty people attending. Thank you to caterer Sarah
Shapeero-Lown. The event will be repeated in the Spring with
a different menu. See up to date details in the February Mallard
and on Facebook. Thanks to Sandy, Debs and other helpers.
CHURCH Coffee Morning
The coffee morning we held on the 6™ November for our Food
bank raised £342. This is a lovely amount and will go a long
way as we head into winter and the festive season. Thank you
to all who helped and supported us.
‘The Big C’ BINGO
We would like to thank all who gave prizes, all who attended
the bingo for Big C and everyone who helped in any way. We
are pleased to say we made £1,067 for this worthwhile cause.
Best wishes to all. Julie and Chrissie.

An amazing result! Well done!

Please Note: The next edition of the Mallard will be delivered
at the end of January. This issue is December 2021 and January
2022 combined. Happy New year to all our readers!

BARN

Tranquil setting in beautiful countryside less than
a mile outside Great Massingham

Contact Gill on 01485 521748 or 07967 136960
Email: gill@westheathbarn.com
See www.westheathbarn.com for more details

2 |luxurious dog-friendly
self-catering holiday cottages

WESTHEATH  pacpy sleeps 4 with an optional annexe to
accommodate a further 2 guests

Ducklings Preschool
BTV
6reat Massingham

Contact Now
For September 2021 - age 2 - 4 years

07807185746

ducklingspreschool@aol.com
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GREAT MASSINGHAM NEIGHBOURHOOD DEVELOPMENT PLAN
News from the Steering Group
In last month’s ‘News from the Pre-steering Group’ I was optimistic
that our application to an organisation called ‘Locality’, for funds to
F@ms cover our costs for the next few months, would be successful. The opti-
. " mism was well-founded since we have now been given the level of sup-
port we asked for. The grant will run until the end of March 2022. Amongst other things,
the funding will allow us to make a parish-wide survey of issues that will inform the
preparation of our Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP). This will be needed be-
cause the principal responsibility of the Parish Council and its Steering Group is to en-
sure that the NDP reflects the hopes and concerns currently held by residents and other
interested parties concerning the future of Great Massingham.
Our intention is to distribute the survey this coming February.

The survey form will include some explanatory text and finish with several short,
open-ended questions to which we hope you will respond. Paper copies of the survey
form will be distributed with the February 2022 issue of The Mallard.

We also intend to make the survey available online and link this to our planned Face-
book page, to the Parish Council’s website and to the village website.

WHEN THE TIME COMES, PLEASE COMPLETE THE SURVEY!

A strong response will help make sure the NDP is highly representative. We can only
reflect your views if you tell us what they are!

For more information about the NDP please e-mail gmndplan@yahoo.com
or telephone 01485 520 056 .

Mike Jackson on behalf of the Parish Council NDP Steering Group.

GREAT MASSINGHAM YOUTH CLUB CRAFT & CHAT
December & January
WE HOPE TO REINSTATE THE GMYC ;2022 dates
13™ December and
VOLUNTEER HELPERS NEEDED ....... 10™ and 224th January
t
CAN YOU HELP IN SOME WAY? tthe
WANT TO KNOW MORE? Village Hall Bar

CONTACT: greatmassinghamyouthgroup@gmail.com || Mobile Library Visits

14™ December and

THANK-YOU! 11™ January 2022

Volunteers required to empty litter bins.....

The Parish Council is looking for volunteers to empty the small litter bins round Scots-
man Pit and the centre of the village. The full bin bags have to then be left beside either
the large bin opposite the Dabbling Duck or the large bin on the green in front of the

shop. All bin bags will be provided by the Parish Council.

The large bins are emptied on Wednesdays
e so the small bins need to be emptied on Tuesdays.

For further information or to register your interest please contact

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED Sue Nash (Chair of the Parish Council) on 01485 520476.
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Mallard News
Farewell to the Lorry Back and Outdoor Store at the Village Hall

sv=mr=zam After many years of service as an outdoor storage unit, the
lorry back in the overflow car park of the village hall had

B become a safety hazard and a bit of an eyesore. One of the

i rear doors had fallen off and the floor had rotted through,

B revealing the rusty chassis.

After consulting with Atlas Metal Recycling Company, it was
{ decided to break up the lorry back for scrap and two skips
were delivered — one for the recyclable metal, which should
help offset the cost of the skip hire and one for the other com-
ponents.

The wood lining was of good quality so was stripped out and
donated to Tapping House Hospice for them to use in their
craft shed.

Our thanks go to Great Massingham Fire and Rescue Service
for removing and breaking down the aluminium superstructure and to Nigel Brown and
Chris Stokes for the loan of equipment and their help dismantling and chopping up the
floor and substantial steel chassis.

Thanks also to Deb Lambert who has expended a lot of effort in rearranging and clearing
out the storerooms in the Hall itself. Our current thinking is that we no longer require an
outdoor store to replace the old unit, which will free up space and improve the look of the
overflow car park. Phil Ward on behalf of the Trustees

Calling All Students in Great Massingham Area......

Sue Nash and Olaf Brun have, for many years, been trustees of the ‘Great
Massingham Charities’ an organisation that has, over the years, provided support
for students with various expenses.

They have written the message below in the hope that they can identify students
to support this year round.

Please get in touch if you qualify for an award.
They would love to hear from you.

"The trustees of the Great Massingham Charities invite students to apply for grants
to assist with university or technical college expenses during the current year.
Applicants should be 17 or over, have good GCSE passes, and have lived in the
village for most of their lives.

Those interested should contact olaf.brun@yahoo.co.uk by email, and supply a
short C.V. and, if possible, a photograph.” Sue Nash & Olaf Brun

Prosscman NEED HELP?

Business Cards * Letterheads * Brochures

Compliment Slips « Leaflets » Calendars | = - Support in your Own home
Branded Envelopes * Booklets * Labels * Menus & PR P
e e arsperent ks S 1 or out and about.

Notepads * Posters * Roll Up Banners
Promotional Products + Exhibition Displays |
Invoice Pads * Printed Clothing & Workwear s a au
Digital Foil Blocking * Fulfilment * Laminating ¥ o

L O L e reon DBS and references available
web: www D0 minutemanpress.com
email: kingslynn@minutemanpress.com
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Shop window

MASSINGHAM STORES & POST OFFICE
FOOD - WINE - DELI

WE’RE OPEN
Monday - Saturday 7am - 7pm
Sunday 9am - 4pm

WE’VE GOT
Deli with award winning hams and the National
award winning Brays Cottage pork pies & sausage rolls
Chilled wine & beer * Lottery * Newspapers
Fresh sandwiches & rolls - Fresh coffee & tea

CONTACT US ON
email: info@massinghamstores.co.uk
phone: 01485 520272
website: www.massinghamstores.co.uk
massingham stores and post office
@massinghamstorespostoffice

| f}

T

LBR LANDSCAPING

& GROUNDS MAINTENANCE

EST 1986

© GARDEN & SITE CLEARANCE

© HEDGE CUTTING - REDUCTION - REMOVAL
© FENCING SUPPLIED & ERECTED

© GRASS CUTTING - PRIVATE - COMMERCIAL
© TURFING & SEEDING

© TREES & SHRUBS PRUNED - REMOVED

© STUMP GRINDING - PLANTING

© DIGGER & DUMPER WITH OPERATORS

© TRACTOR - HEDGE - VERGE CUTTING

© LOG SALES

Mob: 07774 724366
Tel: 01553 849802

CARLTON'’S SOLID FUELS

Approved coal and
solid fuel merchant

For Quality Fuels at the
Best Prices

Phone: 01485 520637
Mobile: 07780 776576

S & R Reeve

All building work undertaken
Quality assured. Renovation & newbuild

Stephen Reeve
07879 885521

15, Cross Street, Harpley, King’s Lynn PE31 6TJ
sandrreeve@gmail.com

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

TRADITIONAL Tim Margereson
3 Weasenham Rd
B‘I{II (I)JRDIIé\;G Gt. Massingham PE32 2EY
& Call 07786 618787 or
RENOVATIONS 01485 520745

JOE SISTO

TV, Video, DVD & Satellite Sales, Set-up & Repairs

30 Years Experience
Work Guaranteed
Discount for OAP’s

Free Estimates L4
All Makes & Models ®
Qualified Engineer @

® Sales, Repairs, Installations & Tuning Services

Telephone : 01760 722 168
White Cottage, School Road, Necton (opp Rectory)

&

Based in and around Great Massingham

Call/Text: 07825 234293
Leanne Elton

Carol Walker MCFHP MAFHP
Registered Member of the British
Association of Foot Health Professionals

Foot Health Practitioner
Foot Healthcare in Your Home
Contact: carolwalker3060@gmail.com

Tel: 07714 192 521




: Gert & Daisy.... .... Well, how are yew awl? As we write this we are thinking

: about what people would like for Christmas and we really must git on with the Christ- :
: mas shopping. Not knowing what ter buy is the problem — most of the grandchildren are :
: gitting too owld fer toys. Looks like we will all be able to get together this year as nor- :
imal. Think we will ask everyone to take a test before they come in though! By the

: toime yew read this, we will both hev hed our boosters and should be as safe as we can

i be.

: We were very sorry to hear that Derrick Rae has passed away. We will miss seeing him

i whizzing around on his scooter. Our thoughts go out to Shirley and the family.

: Daisy went ter the Remembrance Service at the Church — luvly ter hear Alexis playing

i the Last Post. Luckily that dint rain til the end of the outside bit!

: Sid is going ter the Isle of Wight with a bus load from the village. We hope they heva
i gud toime. He moight notice sum changes when he gits back. Daisy moight hev hed sum :
: workmen in! :
i Bonfire noight wus quoite quiet but maybe a lot of people went ter organised events.

: Daisy hed a family bonfire and fireworks party loike before — not larst year of course. It :
i wus a bit windy but there wernt no rain, thank goodness. Ken yew remember when we ~ :
: used ter hev the fireworks noight in the village up the hall? That wus gud fun.

i Mr Bickerton has a new buk owt about a worm. He went ter the school and red it ter the

i children — Gert’s grandson Timmy sed he really enjoyed it. Perhaps we cud buy all the

: grandchildren one fer the tree present? Well dun Andrew.

i Coronation Club is gitting tergether on the 8™ December. We are lukking forward ter

: that. Also, we are dewing a quiz fer the Firemen ter help raise funds fer the Christmas  :
i parcels and the Benevolent Fund. Thas on Friday 3™ December up the hall. Please come :
: along and support that worthwhile cause.
i Talking of the Fire Station hev yew seen the Firemen’s new erection? Yew ken see it all :
: the way from the village green apparently. Rumour is that’ll be on the market as a sec-  :
: ond home fer a million pounds in 2022! :
: Lovely news — the cupple who live in Mrs. Flower’s house in Weasenham Road hev hed :
i a lovely baby girl called Pippa. Congratulations Alex and Minka. Mrs Flower would be
: so happy.

: Happy Birthday ter Daisy’s granddaughter Daisy on the 9" December. Hope she hev a

: luvly day. Also, Happy Birthday ter Daisy’s daughter—ln law Rebecca at the end of De-

: cember. Gert hev her grandson Timmy on the 8", granddaughter Molly and sister Jayne

: later in December and granddaughter Lucy on 1* January. Phew! Hope we hint forgot

f enywun.

i We wud loike ter wish everywun a luvly Christmas. We hope we ken git tergether not

: loike larst year. Please stay safe and we wish yew all a Happy and Healthy New Year.

i Don’t forget ter let us know if there’s anything we ken help yew with. We know we say

: that every month but we do really mean it. Tek care and stay safe. Gert and Daisy.

Still no quiz words so another little thing from Keith Skipper’s book
: ‘Larn yarself Norfolk’. Maybe we ken sort sum quiz words next toime.
: CURRENT RATE
i A girl swimming in the sea off the Norfolk coast was having trouble getting ashore ow-
* ing to the undercurrent. She called to a boatman to come to her assistance. He took no :
: notice and she eventually reached the shore unaided. :
: She asked the boatman sharply why he hadn’t answered her call. He replied “Larst gal :
: I help, she only gimme harf a crown. We git five bob fer a body.” :
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M B LOGS

DRY STORED, SEASONED,
SPLIT WOOD

SUPPLIED & DELIVERED
CALL MARK
07766223438 or email
markmark bane(@gmail.com

BUTCHER

% For advice you can trust
ANDREWS

Salicitors

Matrimonial & Family

Conveyancing

Commercial property

ELECSA Neil Brodie
~— Electrical Contractor

Over 25 years experience,
17™ Edition qualified,
Part P registered

Tel: 01328 878 871

C ial & Corporate
Wills & Trusts

& Tax planning

Dispute Resolution

& Employment

Powers of Attorne;
& Court of Protection

Probate & Estate

Management \ ) ’, B \ Yf |
U \ME% i

1 Old Post Office Street, Fakenham, Norfolk NR21 9BL

07859 710199

. e Lisa Hobart
T4 s (ardeving Services 0

@lisahobartgardenservices

PARSLEY BARN
Bed & Breakfast

PRIVATE WING WITH TWO BEDROOMS,
SNOOKER ROOM, BREAKFAST ROOM - KITCHENETTE

AND GARDEN
Contact Su’en Miller Parsley Barn,
Tel: 01485 520 988 Weasenham Rd,
Mob: 07968 246 083 Great Massingham,
Email:suen.millerl @gmail.com King’s Lynn,

Or book via www.airbnb.co.uk PE32 2EY

Mobile: 07554 073 830 || ‘wronssrzes U
LOCAL LADY .
GARDENER The Dabbling Duck

Breakfast 8am - 10am
Lunch Midday - 2.30pm
Supper 6pm - 9pm
Sunday Midday - 8.00pm

Pizza and Street Food
In the Barn, Garden or as i
e HITHERARR
Fridays and Saturdays j
From 3pm

Order from the Pub or online
For more information visit

www.thedabblingduck.co.uk
THE DABBLING DUCK Wl
11 Abbey Rd, Great Massingham. -‘)
01485 520 827 st

(o
ROOFING

Stuart Figura Neil West
07747 846850 07818 047696

55 Summerwood Estate, Great Massingham, King’s Lynn, PE32 2HP

Tel: 01485 520768 Mob: 07768 384305 .
L=< |

32 Walcups Lane, Great Massingham, PE32 2HR
Email: nealedavies4@gmail.com
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Christmas 2021 - Village and Local Events

Santa is coming to Great Massingham
again this year!
‘Santa Dash’ is on Friday 10™ December. THE DABBLING DUCK
Santa will arrive on his sleigh at about
4.30pm and will park on the green opposite
the Church for a little while before moving Saturday December 4th _.10am until 4pm
on to Harpley. Santa and his helpers will be
raising funds for:- A
Greyfriars Academy, King’s Lynn ~_*
The Queen Elizabeth Hospital m

The Foodbank b

Cancer Charities du- " ke -
He is also donating raffle prizes to ' & ..A.ﬁ :
Great Massingham Primary School \ = XN '

so that funds can be raised. . oS

e inghain,
Come and see Santa and his helpers. X Aiilimmﬂ;uekif’ff”"
| St Mary’s Church St Mary’s Church

Gt.Massingham

| Gt. Massingham

Carol service

Sunday 19th December

3pm |
Including our Nativity Play I
“The Grumpy Inkeeper” |

Everyone is very welcome & we
really do hope you can join us.

joyous service is the start of Christmas
with excited children receiving their Christingle
followed by a candlelight procession around
the Church.
¢} The collection will go to The Children’s Society

CHURCH SERVICE DETAILS

Sunday 28™ November is the first Sunday in Advent. Please join us at our Family

Service at 9.30am when we will be lighting the first candle on our Advent Crown.
Please note: During our Christmas services, when processions with children and adults

around the church will be taking place, we would please ask that you try to keep a

sensible distance from others and follow the one way signs around the church.

Masks are not mandatory. However, you may feel more comfortable wearing one.
We start with our Christmas celebrations on Sunday 4™ December with Carol Singing
on the village green. Please note: We depart from our usual service pattern this year in
that we will have a service at 10am on Christmas Day instead of Midnight Mass. There
will not be a service on the 26™ December.  Details of all our services are on page 13.




This popular event is back. It has raised many
; % thousands of pounds for charities over the last
' ' twenty years, mostly in small coins!
~N LTI % All ages can enjoy this festival as there is disabled
& PARISH CHURCH, access and admission is free! Refreshments and
8 NORFOLK F scrummy home-made cakes available as well as
tombola, raffle and Christmas Bazaar.
. Over the years we have decorated a tree for the
¢ Epilepsy Society and we are raising money for them
again this year. If you get the chance to visit this
colourful event, we would be really grateful if you
B¥ could save a few coins for our tree! We are Number
36 on the map, up towards the Nave Altar on the
right. If you see this message in time......
o Please go along to enjoy the magical atmosphere
R s e and get into the spirit of Christmas.
10AM 1O 8pM (12 NOON To 8pM ON SUNDAY) Many thanks from Ali Ward and Penny Thornton

Great Massingham | VILLAGE HALL
Historical Society 2022 i CHRISTMAS DATES
Calendar Fireman's quiz
PriéehfS and idi‘al for 3" December
1stmas gifts.
2022 Available from N%assingham ChrtIhStmas Draw
Crimoi Stores & Post Office, at some 24" December

village events and from Peter
James, 63 Castle Acre Road.

Family Disco
New Year’s Eve

WOW! Andrew’s visit to the School makes the Lynn News.

Andrew Bickerton is known to us all in Great Massingham; he has contributed so much
to our community. In the November Mallard we mentioned the launch of his latest book,
his third composmon called ‘Wilfred the Worm Who would not erggle
—1 It is a simple story to
fel

Fosgd entertain and educate,
E.aﬂ m with a wildlife theme

- and message.

Andrew visited our
village school to read
parts of the book to the
; school children. They

| ideal Christmas gift.
Why not get in touch
with Andrew or see
him at the Dabbling

on the 4™ December.
Excellent value at
£6.50




Mallard News

Westacre Theatre needs your
help please.......
The Theatre’s programme of perfor-
™ mances and events are very carefully
planned so there should always be
@ something to suit most tastes.

g Indeed, many of the people who regu-
= |arly support the Theatre live in the
Massingham area. After all, it is only
about a quarter-hour’s drive in the car.

For a whole variety of reasons, a number of the helpers from before the
pandemic are unable to return, which has left several gaps in the roster.
But each activity needs volunteers to ensure it runs smoothly.

Just a few hours now and again would make all the difference; you would
become part of a well-oiled team.

Open all year round and standing in rolling Norfolk countryside complete
with landscaped lagoon, this is a wonderful facility to have close-by. As
with so many things in life, it’s a two-way street. The well-equipped
rooms and beautiful grounds are ideal for use by local communities.

But the Theatre does need those willing hands to keep everything on an
even keel. They hope you may consider giving a little of your time to
making the venue sustainable for you, your children and grandchildren to
enjoy.

You can easily get in touch with them by
phoning 01760 755007 or
by emailing admin@westacretheatre.com
Please give this serious thought and make that contact.

MAGPIE CENTRE SEES LAUNCH OF NATIONAL LOTTERY FUND GRANT

It was a red letter day on Tuesday, November 9, at the Magpie Centre, home of West
Norfolk Riding for the Disabled Association, when trustees, volunteers and members of
the local community welcomed Heidi Haxeltine, National Lottery Fund Community
Funding Officer, Peterborough and Norfolk area, to celebrate the launch of a grant from
the National Lottery Community Fund.
The grant, payable in quarterly instalments over three years, is to help develop and ex-
pand new activities at the Centre, including Equine Assisted Learning Therapy, which
benefits people living with mental health challenges; training for a new instructor to de-
liver this programme; support for Tea With a Pony, aimed at people with dementia or
age-related reduced mobility, and a new website for West Norfolk RDA.

We are delighted to have this important support and thank everyone
who supports our organization. Thank you.

10


mailto:admin@westacretheatre.com

Shop window

‘Recommend us t0a frieng ,, g
et

50% o
your next treatm,,
Nt

CcCGM

GROUP

awn Treatments
) Fertiliser Treatments

) Weed and Moss Control

) Scarification

t: 0800 160 1199
e: grounds@cgmltd.co.uk

) Overseeding
) Pest Control

GUTTERING SERVICES
NORFOLK

Gutters cleared, repaired and replaced.
No job too small. Free quotes. Fully insured.
Local, friendly and reliable service.
Contact Neill
Call 01485 572 002 or 07856 568 433
email: neillmurray@ymail.com

ﬂ Follow us on facebook

¥

Feel Warm, Cosy and Safe
with a Weoodburner from MNeorfolk Woodburners!

Offering the best LOCAL SERVICE!

= Installation of Wood Burners
B Multi-Fuel Stoves

Chimneys Lined

Mo Chimney. Mo Prablem
Fireplace Build Works

Main agents for Parkray,
Hunter & Cleanburn Stoves

AT E
A0 DR B RT

T: 01328 700161 M: 07966 661175
E: norfolkwoodburners@outlook.com

www.norfolkwoodburners.co.uk

BRING NEW LIFE TO YOUR HOME WITH..

The Window Doctor

WE SUPPLY A QUALITY RANGE OF
Windows * Doors * Conservatories
Porches * Car Ports * Fascia
Soffit & Guttering.

REPAIR SERVICE

¥ Misted or broken glass sealed units replaced

with full guarantee.

¥ Hinges, handles and faulty mechanisms replaced.

¥ Draughty or leaky windows, doors and
conservatories cured.

¥ Mouldy or shrunken rubber gaskets replaced.

¥ Refurbish and upgrade your existing windows.

WiESUBRE YO, vpCE ormons
YOU CAN TRUST NANILALT

Tel: 07775 861847or
www.thewindow-doctor.co.uk
Gold Leaf Industrial Park; Sandall Road Rd, Wisbech

GARY MOORE
DECORATOR
More than 20 years experience.
Mainly interior decorating,
paper hanging etc.

FULLY INSURED. FREE ESTIMATES
Phone: 01553 840 929 or 07759 490 961
Email: garymoore232@yahoo.com

I provide a clean & reliable service.

JJs Flowers

Funeral Tributes,
Weddings, Bouquets

Miss Julie Morters
01485 609 125 or
07884 238 438
justjulie71@jicloud.com

The Birches, St Andrews Lane, Congham, PE32 1DY

I f JJs flowers
&Y @ JJs FlowersJulieMorters
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LOCAL & RELIABLE
WINDOW CLEANER

Gutter clearance & cleaning, jet washing

01362 515515

breckland@mywindowcleaner.co.uk
www.mywindowcleaner.co.uk




Message to Parishioners from Joy Smith

What are you going to do for Christmas, after last year when we had to
almost put Christmas on hold? It will be good to be able to celebrate the
birthday of our Lord in our churches and our homes and to see family and
friends but, of course, the pandemic has not gone away. Many of us have
had our vaccinations and boosters. Things seem more hopeful but we still
have to be careful. Things have changed - they are not the same, although
many do not see a change at all.

That was how it was at the birth of Jesus. Have you ever asked yourself why so few peo-
ple noticed Jesus’ birth? Why, when the moment of salvation and hope, which had been
so long expected, finally arrived, did it pass so many people by?

The answer I think is simple — because everything looked the same. The world was, ap-
parently, exactly as it had been before: they were expecting something spectacular but it
was far from that. Admittedly the appearance of angels in the sky would have been
amazing but they are only seen by a few shepherds in the fields.

The angels’ song, however, points out that, barely noticed though this birth may have
been, it was the moment for which God’s people had waited for so long, the long await-
ed moment had come and the world had changed forever - even if it didn’t feel any dif-
ferent. It is worth holding on to this truth through the seemingly never ending times of
the pandemic we are in. In happier, less stressful times, it is easy to imagine that we
know that the world changed for the better with Jesus’ birth because of the joy we feel or
the justice we see around us. At happier times we might feel the joy of Christmas.

But it is worth remembering that at the time of Jesus, for most people, nothing seemed to
have changed. The world appeared as dark and as hopeless as it always had. At the heart
of the Christmas story lies the truth that it might have looked that way to most people
but, as the angels revealed to the shepherds or as the star revealed to the magi, how
things seemed was not how they were.

Hope had stirred. Love had been born. Immanuel — God with us — was in the midst of
them. The world had changed forever, even if they couldn’t see it. This year, let us hold
fast to this with every fibre of our being — how things seem is not how they are. There is
hope and love in abundance and God still is with us through it all, whether it feels that
way or not.

With every blessing from all of the Ministry Team Joy Smith Licensed Lay Minister

CHURCH NEWS Great Massingham.... For details of our
Little Massingham... GOOD NEWS! Our  Christmas services see pages 9 & 13.
new gates are fitted and they look superb. We have many people to thank who help
New interior lighting is soon to be installed  and support our Church. Thanks to Pip,
followed by new heaters which will make Bob, Marcello, Keith and all others who
everything brighter and warmer. help keep the Churchyard tidy. We also
Our Carol Service will be held on Sunday  thank Dale for clockwinding and keeping
12™ December at 3pm. Everyone welcome.  the time accurate, Rev’d Julian, Judy,
During the course of the year there are many Margaret and others for church cleaning,
people who help to keep the Church and Anna and all who help with the flowers,
churchyard tidy. We thank the Fox family ~ Anna, Janice, Chrissy & June who manage
maintaining the grass areas, Thelma our the Food bank, Chrissy and Carly for the

organist and all who clean and decorate the yard §ale and .thf? proceegls for church and
church with the lovely flowers to keep our Martin for building repairs. THANK YOU!

beautiful church looking at its best all year. ~Christmas wishes. Stephen Hudson
12




Church Services

December 2021 & January 2022

Date Time Service Location
Wed. 1% December 9.00 am | Holy Communion Harpley
Sunday 5™ December 8.30 am | Holy Communion Roydon
2" Sunday in Advent 9.30 am | Family Service H.ar})ley )
9.30 am | Holy Communion Little Massingham
10.30 am | Holy Communion Gayton
3.00 pm | Evensong Congham
Friday 10™ December 7.00 pm | Carols Service Ashwicken
Sat. 11™ December 3.00 pm | Carols in the Stable Cliffe en Howe Rd.
Synday 12" December 8.30 am | Holy Communion Congham
3" Sunday in Advent 10.30 am | Holy Communion Grimston
10.30 am | Holy Communion Great Massingham
3.00 pm | Carol Service Little Massingham
Wed. 15" December 9.00 am | Holy Communion Grimston
7.00 pm | Carol Service East Walton
Thurs. 16™ December 6.30 pm | Rotary Carol Service Gayton
Fri. 17" December 6.00 pm | Carol Singing Outside - Congham
Sat. 18™ December 6.00 pm | Carol Service Gayton Thorpe
Synday 19™ December 9.30 am | Sung Eucharist ) Harpley
4™ Sunday in Advent 9.30 am | Family Holy Communion Great Massingham
10.30 am | Morning Praise Grimston
3.00 pm | Carol Singing Great Massingham
6.00 pm | Carol Singing Outside - Roydon
Tues. 21* December 7.00 pm | Carol Service Grimston
Wed. 22" December 6.00 pm | Carols in the Porch Harpley
Friday 24" December 4.00 pm | Christingle Carol Service Gayton
Christmas Eve 4.30 pm | Christingle Service_ Great Massingham
11.30 pm | Midnight Communion Grimston
Sat. 25" December 8.30 am | Holy Communion Gayton
Christmas Day 9.30 am | Holy Communion Great Massingham
11.00 am | Family Worship Grimston
Sunday 26" December 10.30 am | Group Holy Communion Gayton
Sunday 2™ January 2022 8.30 am | Holy Communion Roydon
9.30 am | Family Service Har{aley
9.30 am | Holy Communion Little Massingham
10.30 am | Holy Communion Grimston
3.00 pm | Evensong Congham
Wed. 5™ January 9.00 am | Holy Communion Harpley
Sunday 9™ January 8.30 am | Holy Communion Congham
9.30 am | Morning Prayer Little Massingham
10.30 am | Holy Communion Gayton
10.30 am | Holy Communion Great Massingham
Sunday 16™ January 9.30 am | Sung Eucharist . Harpley
9.30 am | Family Holy Communion Great Massingham
10.30 am | Morning Praise Grimston
Wed. 19 January 9.00 am | Holy Communion Grimston
Sunday 23" January 8.30 am | Holy Communion Ashwicken
9.30 am | Family Service Great Massingham
9.30 am | Holy Communion Little Massingham
10.30 am [ Holy Communion ayton
.00 pm | Celtic Service Gayton Thorpe
Sunday 30" January 10.30 am | Group Holy Communion East Walton
.00 pm | Afternoon Tea Service Gayton

13




Shop window

DOGS AT HOME

Boarding for dogs in the comfort of our home
Your dogs will be treated as one of the family for
the duration of their stay. Daily walks & spacious

grounds for your dog to play in.

e Love and cuddles guaranteed!

The Paddocks, Station Road,
Little Massingham

Contact Donna on 07793 737 312

. Prime Network Electrical
ERVORK Services
RP

Landlords Electrical Testing
Electrical Upgrades
All Work Fully Insured

For your free estimate please call Adam Prime on

01485 601141

FIRING

SQUAD

WOODBURNERS

Comprehensive stock to view at our
showroom on
The West Raynham Business Park.

01328 838 665

e-mail: firingsquadwoodburners@yahoo.com
www.firingsquadwoodburners.com

APPROVED CLEARVIEW STOCKIST

07765 786709
primenetworkgrp@gmail.com
Heath Farm Shop
Family run business
selling quality &
bespoke meat and
produce, from our own
farm & local Suppliers

Heath farm Shop, LGn Lane,
Great Massingham
King's Lynn, Norfolk, PE32 2HJ
01485 520 828
Open 9-5 Monday to Friday
9-1 Saturday

Great Massingham

Village Hall and Bar
CURRENT OPENING HOURS
Wednesday - Friday - 7pm to 11pm
Saturday 3.45pm to 11pm
Sunday 12 noon to 6.30 pm
With some flexibility for special
events and occasions.

All Welcome.

(No paid membership required)
Excellent facilities. Good beer,
wines and spirits at competitive
prices. Outdoor drinking area.
WiFi, Pool Table & Sky on large screen.
Please come along and support.

enacity
nteriors

High quality fitted and free-standing
furniture. Individually designed,
traditionally hand-crafted and
personally installed by experts from
our Great Massingham workshops.

www.tenacityinteriors.com
CALL TODAY | |
01485 521888 l
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Useful Numbers
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Installation of Solid,
Engineered & Laminates.
Floor Sanding & Re-Finishing.

Call Chris
Mobile 07894 791 723
Landline (01485) 521707

www.gibbswoodfloors.co.uk

Organisation Contact Phone No.
Allotment Association Gill Goold 0750 824 2223
Biodiversity Project Tim Baldwin 520 813
Borough Council James (Jim) Moriarty 07879 492400
Bell Ringing Dale Gagen 520 024
Bowls Club To be advised
Church Contacts Revd Judith Pollard 01485 601 251
Community Car Scheme Office 520 823
Coronation Club Jill Whitmore 520 609
County Council Stuart Graham Dark 07450 679 355
Dabbling Duck Pub Mark Dobby 520 827
Doctors Massingham Surgery 520 521
The Film Night Arthur Allen 520 628
Fishing Warden Paul Smith and Ken Perry Sue Nash 07802 670 711
Guide Trefoil Guild Shirley Rae 520 259
Massingham Historical Society Peter James 521 706
Tennis and Multi-Sports Club  Clare Parker 520 469
Parish Council Sue Nash (Chair) & Sarah Harvey (Clerk)  Clerk 01328 823391
Pre-School Pip Armitage 07807 185 746
Police Non-emergency 101
School Kirsten Stibbon 520 362
Village Hall Hall & Bar & Debs Lambert 520 588
Village Stores and Deli Mark and Kerry Eldridge 520 272

—
J )12 || OVEN CLEANING
wunn |:_|_uuns CARPET CLEANING
SOFA CLEANING

Call the local experts now

Clean Tech
01485 609223

Card, cheque and cash

payments accepted




Biodiversity Project News
During November, volunteers worked to reduce some of the brush-
wood that had been piled in the wood and used it as a mulch around
the ferns and elsewhere. Thanks are due to Bob Bones for the loan of
| the shredder and to Martin, at Rectory Row, for providing power.
| Another job has been to replace the missing and rotted posts that mark
| the mown edge of the green, around the wet and rough meadow areas.
The bird feeders have been cleaned and topped up in readiness for
i winter.
| Several people have commented that
birds were rather thin on the ground in
heir gardens during November. This is
! probably owing to a combination of
mild weather and abundant natural food.
As the weather becomes colder birds do become more reli-
ant on garden feeders but it is important to give them a
good scrub periodically to avoid them becoming a hub for
spreading infection, a problem that can affect green and
goldfinches, in particular. Finally, at the Biodiversity Pro-
ject, there is a new seasonal guide to what can be seen
around the site with a focus on fungi and evergreen plants.

Tim Baldwin

DECEMBER
FILM NIGHT

Tuesday December 14t

Note the change of day this month

7pm for 7.30pm at the Village Hall
s ‘A Christmas Gift

From Bob’

A struggling street musician
finds himself the target of an
| animal welfare investigation
¥ that threatens to take away his
beloved cat at Christmas.

: <
“‘\‘%\‘{ ’\/

JANUARY 2022
FILM NIGHT

Thursday January 20th
7pm for 7.30pm at the Village Hall
‘The Courier’

A true-life spy thriller
starring Benedict Cumber-
batch. A Br.itislh busin@ssé
A man unwittin. recruite

%“\\R'Q into one of t%lg greatest
\ international conflicts.....

Some December 2021 & January 2022 Dates at a Glance

Date Event
3 Dec Fireman’s Quiz
4 Dec Christmas Market
13 Dec Craft & Chat
14 Dec Mobile Library
10 Dec Santa Dash
14 Dec Film Night
10, 24 Jan Craft & Chat
11 Jan Mobile Library
17 Jan Historical Society
20 Jan Film Night

Time Place
7pm Village Hall
10am to 4pm Dabbling Duck

2pm Village Hall Bar
From 12.35 As Timetabled
4.30 pm Village Green
7pm for 7.30 Village Hall
2pm Village Hall Bar
From 12.35 As timetabled
7.30 pm Village Hall
7pm for 7.30 Village Hall
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