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St Mary’s Church was packed with standing room only on 26™ January
when what seemed like the whole village came along to say a final farewell
to our much loved Reverend Julian Thomson. His obituary is on page 8.
There will be a special Memorial Service
at St Mary’s Church on Saturday 22" April, at 2pm.

You are invited to come along and celebrate the life of Julian.

VILLAGE | Toad Patrol in
/l SPRING CLEAN Massingham.
Snvi 1°° APRIL Volunteers
21 é No fooling! z Needed!
v o A ! There will be a Toad patrol is underway locally
~—31 a clean-gp around the and we need
\ Vlllageston _ more volunteers to help.
Saturday 1™ April. They take place on evenings from
Meet at the Well at 10 am. mid/late February to late March/

Bring gloves, wellies, a rake and | April, to help reduce road casualties
wear hi-viz, if you have them. Some | of toads during their migration, in

hi-viz jackets will be available plus and around Massingham.
gloves and litter pickers. Interested and want to learn more?
Litter will be provided! Contact:
Take a pride in our lovely village. massingham@toadwatch.org
It’s good fun — honestly! or call Ptolemy McKinnon on
Andrew Bickerton 07941 183318

DO YOU MISS THE SOUND OF THE

CHURCH CLOCK CHIMES?

St Mary’s Church Clock is broken.
Can you help raise the anticipated £1,500+
to pay for the repairs?

FOR MORE INFO PLEASE CONTACT:
Steve Hudson (Church warden)

07949 - 989977 or
Alan Frazer (Church treasurer)
07917 - 867847
Also, see Chrissie and Peggy’s BINGO plans, p. 3
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Mallard News

This parish magazine is
published every month for the
residents of Great and Little
Massingham with the support of
the Great Massingham Parish
Council, the Parochial Church
Council and Massingham
Village Hall Trustees.
www.greatmassingham.net

e-mail:
mallard.editor@btintemet.com

Editor: Bev. Randall.
6 Abbeyfields

Please X Community Lunch
Joinus Massingham Village Hall Bar,
Tuesday March 14™ Arrive 12.30pm, eat at 1pm

Chicken & spinach lasagne, veggie option mushroom &
spinach lasagne, new potatoes and green salad.
Apple and Rhubarb crumble with custard for dessert.

MENU
£8

Come & meet friends for a chat. The Bar will be open.

To book lunch please contact Deborah Lambert on 07493 406 501
or, email on mrsdl1965@gmail.com by Friday 10™ March

Great Massingham
01485 520 89

Website : Contact the
Editor - Details above.
Deadline for the

next issue
17?'%(March

e Village Spring Clean
e Toadwatch

e Church Clock

e Community Lunch

e New Delivery Person
e Our Day Out

Delivery Person required for
Mallard Delivery from April
We have a vacancy to deliver
The Mallard every month.
An honorarium is paid.
If you are interested in taking
on this role please contact the
editor, Bev Randall, as follows:
email:
mallard. Editor@btinternet.com
or call 01485 520 899
We look forward to hearing

Our Day Out
(Creative Arts East)
Held at Great Massingham
these sessions run twice a
month, at the Village Hall,
on 1* and 3" Wednesdays,
from 1pm until 3pm.
They are good fun and
proving popular!
Why not join in, if you
haven’t already?
March dates -1* and 15™

¢ BINGO

e Primary School

e Craft & Chat

e NDP

e Community Choir
e Clock Fund Raiser
e Be our Editor

e Swimming Classes
e Dabbling Duck

e Parish Council

e In Memory of Julian
e Book Launch

e Dog Mess

from you See you there!
Special
PRIZE BINGO
31* March
HELD ON THE FIRST X
FRIDAY OF THE for Great Massingham
MONTH - 3" March SET by
At Great Massingham Al pma lle
Village Hall. Village Ha

Good prizes and raffle
Please come and support

Doors open at 7pm
Eyes down for 7.30pm

e Film Night

e Historical Society
e VVoters’ Photo ID

o West Acre Theatre
¢ Old Railway Inn

e From the Rector

e Church News

e Church Services

e Help is at Hand

e Biodiversity Project

Great Massingham Primary School Request
Are you able to offer half an hour a week to run an indoor or
outdoor lunch time club at our village School?
If so, then we would love to hear from you!
We hope to offer a wider variety of activities during lunchtimes.
Suggested ideas are : chess, Rubik's cube, singing, art & craft,
playground games, sports, etc. but we are open to suggestions!
If you can help, please contact
Mrs Stibbon or Mrs Stephens at the school on 01485 520362.

Rural Crimes Police Officer Contact
PC Chris Shelley 07900 407 106
Christopher.shelley@norfolk.police.uk

CRAFT & CHAT
At 2pm in the Village Hall Bar
6" & 20™ March and 3" April



mailto:mrsdl1965@gmail.com

GREAT MASSINGHAM NEIGHBOURHOOD
DEVELOPMENT PLAN (NDP)
Public Consultation drop-in event set for mid-May
We are planning to follow-up on last year’s Opinion Survey with a two-day consultation
event in the Village Hall to seck residents’ views on our vision for the future of Great
Massingham. We will outline the sorts of policy ideas we believe would earn their place
in the actual plan. Much of the display will be about conserving what people tell us they
like best about the Village while also addressing concerns and unmet needs. The dates
for your diary are FRIDAY 19™ MAY and SATURDAY 20™ MAY, 11 am to 9 pm.
Please attend and have your say.
Preparing a Neighbourhood Development Plan is as much about consultation as about
researching and writing actual content. Only by consulting residents can Great Massing-
ham’s plan fairly represent local needs and concerns and specify what the community
expects from development in the years ahead. Shortcomings over consultation also risk
the Plan being thrown-out by an official external inspectorate charged with checking that
due process has been followed. We have therefore prepared a ‘Community Engagement
Strategy’ that describes how we approach consultation and records what we actually do.
This is updated from time to time and can be seen on our web site -
https://www.greatmassinghamndp.co.uk/key-documents/ .

Information about the NDP in general can be found on our website -
https://www.greatmassinghamndp.co.uk, on the village and Parish Council websites
and on Facebook (https://www.facebook.com/massinghamndp.

Dates and times of our monthly Steering Group meetings are also posted on the web-
site. You are welcome to attend these meetings and learn more of what we do. To

subscribe to e-mail updates please contact gmndplan@yahoo.com.
Mike Jackson on behalf of the Parish Council’s NDP Steering Group Tel: 01485 520 056

GREATM/ M

Help Us Raise the Money Harpley Community Choir
for our Clock Repair c Harpl‘?%’ hé‘}sl a nf"(‘; b
You will have read on page 1, how our mu(s)irélrtrel:grclﬁgr Riglllrarfl th
lovely church clock is not working. ‘
B : We have started to meet on
I am sure you agree it is an important

feature in our lovely village. at 73 Opnl\fiﬁ?i?}és 30pm at
Repairing this will cost at least £1,500. Harpley Village Hall.

Peggy Hipkin and I are planning to [ Ajj are welcome and we would particularly

hold a Prize Bingo like to encourage more men
on Saturday 22" April and young people (age over 11yrs).

at the Village Hall. We ask people to pay £1 per person per
mowme  Any offers of bingo week to cover costs.

and raffle prizes will Come along on a Monday evening

be much appreciated and find out more.

“{ to help raise money to We look forward to seeing you!
get this appeal
under way. QUIZ NIGHT

Please give your

W support. Held in the Village Hall bar
Please contact Every fourth Thursday
Peggy 520393 or Chrissie 520173. This month: 23" March, 7.30 pm

e LD
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Mallard News

The Mallard

Help us Plan for the Future.
Would You Like to be our Editor?
After eighteen years as Editor, I have
decided that it is time for change and for
someone else to take over the role.
Although I have thoroughly enjoyed |
producing the Mallard every month I
know it is equally important to think
about succession planning. '

§ 7w

cation tool for our village and we want

this to continue. Why not apply?

If you are interested in the role, I would |

love to hear from you. I will support you | #
in any way [ can.  Bev Randall :

The magazine is an important communi- |#= 80

WIMMING LESSONS

aby Preschool Beginners Improvers

EAST WINCH

‘mm

Purpose built learner pool
Small classes - max 4 in
agroup

« Child centred learning
Fun & progressive
Experienced & highly
qualified teachers

KB SWIM SCHO(

H
n Suii )
Engnd  KbSwimschool.com

o DIhIght

Contact:
mallard.editor@btinternet.com
Or 01485520 899

MOBILE LIBRARY.... We are still
awaiting a decision from Norfolk County
Council about the future of the mobile
library. We will keep you informed.

St Patrick’s Day at the Dabbllng Duck

17" March
From 8pm
BEER
GUINNESS
IRISH BAND
See you there!

Shop window

FITNESS CLASSES
HIGH SPECIFICATION PERSONAL TRAINING STUDIO
HEALTH & BEAUTY TREATMENTS

Little Massingham

elementsatthemanor.co.uk
Manor info@elementsatthemanor.co.uk
The Old Chapel 01485 298 400

socials: elements_at the manor

Daryl Stratton
PLUMBING & HEATING

Oil Boiler Installation and Repairs.
Qil Boiler Servicing.
Bathroom Installation
and Shower Rooms.
Every aspect of your plumbing and heating
needs undertaken

01485 542 576 or 07818 602 258

Station Road PE32 2JU
- 2 luxurious dog-friendly
\ ﬁ ) self-catering holiday cottages
WEST HEATH Each sleeps 4 with an optional annexe
BARN to accommodate a further 2 guests
Tranquil setting in beautiful countryside less than
a mile outside Great Massingham

Contact Gill on 01485 521748 or 07967 136960
Email: gill@westheathbarn.com

See www.westheathbarn.com for more details

Ducklings Preschool
6reat Massingham

—_ Tao

>4 &
ducklingspreschool@aol.com

07807185746




Shop window

MASSINGHAM STORES & POST OFFICE
FOOD - WINE - DELI

WE’RE OPEN
Monday - Saturday 7am - 7pm
Sunday 9am - 4pm

WE’VE GOT
Deli with award winning hams and the National
award winning Brays Cottage pork pies & sausage rolls
Chilled wine & beer * Lottery * Newspapers
Fresh sandwiches & rolls - Fresh coffee & tea

CONTACT US ON
email: info@massinghamstores.co.uk
phone: 01485 520272
website: www.massinghamstores.co.uk
massingham stores and post office
@massinghamstorespostoffice

&

T

LBR LANDSCAPING

& GROUNDS MAINTENANCE

EST 1986

© GARDEN & SITE CLEARANCE

© HEDGE CUTTING - REDUCTION - REMOVAL
© FENCING SUPPLIED & ERECTED

© GRASS CUTTING - PRIVATE - COMMERCIAL
© TURFING & SEEDING

© TREES & SHRUBS PRUNED - REMOVED

© STUMP GRINDING - PLANTING

© DIGGER & DUMPER WITH OPERATORS

© TRACTOR - HEDGE - VERGE CUTTING

© LOG SALES

Mob: 07774 724366
Tel: 01553 849802

CARLTON'’S SOLID FUELS

Approved coal and
solid fuel merchant

For Quality Fuels at the
Best Prices

Phone: 01485 520637
Mobile: 07780 776576

S & R Reeve

All building work undertaken
Quality assured. Renovation & newbuild

Stephen Reeve
07879 885521

15, Cross Street, Harpley, King’s Lynn PE31 6TJ
sandrreeve@gmail.com

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

TRADITIONAL Tim Margereson
3 Weasenham Rd
B‘I{II (I)JRDIIé\;G Gt. Massingham PE32 2EY
& Call 07786 618787 or
RENOVATIONS 01485 520745

JOE SISTO

TV, Video, DVD & Satellite Sales, Set-up & Repairs

30 Years Experience
Work Guaranteed
Discount for OAP’s

Free Estimates L4
All Makes & Models @
Qualified Engineer @

®  Sales, Repairs, Installations & Tuning Services

Telephone : 01760 722 168
White Cottage, School Road, Necton (opp Rectory)

&

Based in and around Great Massingham
Call/Text: 07825 234293
Leanne Elton

Carol Walker MCFHP MAFHP
Registered Member of the British
Association of Foot Health Professionals

Foot Health Practitioner
Foot Healthcare in Your Home
Contact: carolwalker3060@gmail.com

Tel: 07714 192 521




PARISH COUNCIL - FEBRUARY MEETING -

The Parish Council meeting on Monday 13" February was attended by five Parish Coun-

cillors along with twelve parishioners and our Borough Councillor, Jim Moriarty.

Parish Council By-Election - Only one valid nomination was received to fill the two va-

cancies. Therefore, Robin Arbenz was duly elected unopposed and was welcomed by the

Council at the meeting.

With Parish Council elections being on 4" May, when the whole Council will be up for re-

election, there will be no attempt to fill the remaining vacancy by co-option. The nomina-

tion period will begin on 21* March and end on the 4™ April.

Parish Council Elections

With the local elections now only 79 days away, some of you may be considering repre-

senting your community and becoming a Parish Councillor. The Borough Council has pro-

duced the webpage noted below to help potential candidates.
www.west-norfolk.gov.uk/beaparishcouncillor

The webpage covers everything you need to know in detail, but should you have any fur-

ther questions or would like some help with the whole process please contact Sarah Harvey

(Clerk), via email gmparishclerk@gmail.com or telephone 01328 823391.

Parish Council Website

The decision was taken, at the January meeting, to create a new Parish Council website

built with the latest tools which would be both mobile compatible and ‘accessibility com-

pliant’. This proposal was based on the WIX (www.wix.com) platform claimed to be user-

friendly & excellent value for money.The new website should be LIVE from the beginning

of March. It will replace the existing www.greatmassinghamparishcouncil.org website.

Due to Government guidelines stipulating that a website containing Parish Council infor-

mation should have PC or Parish Council in the web address, the name will change to

www.greatmassinghampc.info

The website will be managed by the Parish Council and we intend to keep it fresh and up

to date, with all aspects related to the Parish Council. So, if you would like to contribute,

in any way, to the content placed on the website, please forward any suggestions to Sarah

Harvey via email, or by post, Byanoak, Leicester Road, South Creake, NR21 9PW.

Community oil buying

Thinking Fuel is a community oil buying scheme offered by Community Action Norfolk,

which is a charity working across Norfolk. Following an advertising campaign last year,

they now have nearly 550 members in west Norfolk. The more members they have, the

more members can save when buying oil and we understand that people signed up for

‘Thinking Fuel’ are currently saving around 20p per litre on oil purchases compared to

some other commercial providers. It’s free to join and there is no obligation to buy. For

further details visit www.communityactionnorfolk.org.uk/sites/content/thinkingfuel or

call 01362 698216.

King’s Coronation Celebratory Event

Plans are in progress for an event to celebrate the King’s Coronation on Saturday 6™ May.

So, please keep your diaries free and watch this space for further details to follow.

Next Meeting

The next Parish Council meeting will be held in the Village Hall on 13™ March at 7.30pm.

—y WMinuteman

Community Car Scheme
DRIVERS URGENTLY NEEDED
Apply on line
at massinghamcommunitycars.co.uk
or Phone: 01485 520 823

Lynn PE30 4YR



https://www.west-norfolk.gov.uk/beaparishcouncillor
mailto:gmparishclerk@gmail.com
http://www.greatmassinghamparishcouncil.org
http://www.greatmassinghampc.info
http://www.communityactionnorfolk.org.uk/sites/content/thinkingfuel
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Shop window

M B LOGS

DRY STORED, SEASONED,
SPLIT WOOD

SUPPLIED & DELIVERED
CALL MARK
07766223438 or email
markmark bane(@gmail.com

BUTCHER

% For advice you can trust
ANDREWS

Salicitors

Matrimonial & Family
Conveyancing
Commercial property

C

Neil Brodie

Electrical Contractor

Over 25 years experience,
17™ Edition qualified,
Part P registered

01328 878 871
07554 073 830

Tel:
Mobile:

ial & Corporate
Wills & Trusts
& Tax planning
Dispute Resolution
& Employment

Powers of Attorne;
& Court of Protection

Probate & Estate
Management

1 Old Post Office Street, Fakenham, Norfolk NR21 9BL
Tel: 01328 863131
Also at: 15 Market Place, Holt, Norfolk NR25 6BE

Tel: 01263 712023

www.butcherandrews.co.uk

. Prime Network Electrical
ERVORK Services
RP

Landlords Electrical Testing
Electrical Upgrades
All Work Fully Insured

For your free estimate please call Adam Prime on

- 01485 601141

07765 786709

primenetworkgrp@gmail.com
PARSLEY BARN
Bed & Breakfast
PRIVATE WING WITH TWO BEDROOMS,

SNOOKER ROOM, BREAKFAST ROOM - KITCHENETTE

AND GARDEN
Contact Su’en Miller Parsley Barn,
Tel: 01485 520 988 Weasenham Rd,
Mob: 07968 246 083 Great Massingham,
Email:suen.millerl @gmail.com King’s Lynn,
Or book via www.airbnb.co.uk PE32 2EY

The Dabbling Duck

Breakfast &.00am - 10am

Lunch Midday - 2.30pm
and reduced menu 2.30pm to 5.30pm

Evening  5.30pm - 9pm

Sunday Midday - 8.00pm

Pizza and Street Food
Takeaway on
Fridays and Saturdays
Order from the Pub or online
For more information visit

In the Barn, Garden or as 7
HlATHERAm
From 3pm
www.thedabblingduck.co.uk

THE DABBLING DUCK w
11 Abbey Rd, Great Massingham. ﬁ‘)
01485 520 827 &2

(o
ROOFING

Stuart Figura Neil West
07747 846850 07818 047696

55 Summerwood Estate, Great Massingham, King's Lynn, PE32 2HP

Tel: 01485 520768 Mob: 07768 384305 .
L=< |

32 Walcups Lane, Great Massingham, PE32 2HR

Email: nealedavies4@gmail.com
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Remembering Rev’d Julian Harley Thomson

We were all so very sad to hear of the sudden death of Julian
on the 2™ January 2023. In the words of his children —David,
Louise and Rebecca - Julian was the essence of faith, duty,
compassion, selflessness and humility, a friend of man and a
true servant of God. He certainly was all those things. To all
of us, he was approachable, sincere and kind and he used his
life to guide, teach, comfort and support not just our commu-
nity but all the other communities he served.
Julian grew up locally in Stow Bardolph and was actually born while the Dambusters
Raid took place and Lancaster aircraft, flying from Stamford, flew overhead!
He was educated locally at Downham until he boarded at King’s School, Ely as a chorister
at the age of eight. As a teenager, he attended King’s School in Peterborough, and it was
in the city he met his childhood sweetheart, Brenda.
He didn’t immediately become ordained but had various occupations such as working in
the labs at British Sugar, in farming and assisting a rural veterinary practice. However,
the Church was calling, Julian signed up and the rest is history.
As newly weds in the ‘swinging sixties’, Julian and Brenda spent time in London - Julian
as a student at King’s College and Brenda working at Barclays Bank. They enjoyed trav-
elling around in their blue mini called ‘Lulu’! With training and ordination completed, so
began Julian’s dedicated service to the Church and the many communities he served such
as Wellingborough, Ely and Stuntney in his beloved Fenland. Later, there was Orwell,
Wimpole, Arrington and ‘hilly’ Croydon. Even more postings followed and all the time,
with their enthusiasm and energy, the formidable team of Julian and Brenda somehow
managed to be everywhere, involved in everything, all of the time!
Julian was a true family man with three children, dog, cats and goldfish. He loved sport,
especially football and cricket. He followed the Canaries and West Ham for years. Cricket,
however, was his first love. A true family man, he enjoyed all the sports the children
became involved in and loved supporting his grandchildren too in their dance perfor-
mances, football matches concerts and plays - you name it, he and Brenda were there!
: Music was the very core of his being and a constant

¢ throughout his life as was gardening and growing things
whether it was redcurrants, gooseberries, rose gardens,
allotments or the Primary School garden in Great
Massingham, which became a rewarding passion.
Following Brenda’s death in 2014 he took to baking in
a big way. He was always keen to try a new recipe and
even keener to share the results with everyone.
B Early retirement at age 58, in 2001, brought them to

o - Massingham. This provided the opportunity to live the
spiritual life he wanted without the responsibility of running a parish but to serve the
community in new, as well as familiar, ways. He was truly blessed to have 20 years as
part of the community here, both in the churches, the allotments, the school and, not to
forget, as chief Womble, tidying up the verges and pathways on his daily walks!
It was a Bible text from Jeremiah (6 v 16) that led them to Great Massingham - ‘Thus say
the Lord: Stand at the crossroads and look, and ask for the ancient paths, where the
good way lies: and walk in it, and find rest for your souls’. It fulfilled that and more, not
just for Julian and Brenda, but for all of us in Great and Little Massingham who were so
fortunate to know them and to benefit from such love and goodness. Thank you.

8




Mallard News

‘WAYNE GOES WILDY’
The launch of my latest
children’s book
will be at the Village Hall
on Saturday 25™ March,
2pm to 4pm.

‘Wayne Goes Wild!’ tells the story of
Wayne the wasp who goes from hero to
trouble maker but learns that friendship is
more important than fame.

Each book will be signed and
cost a mere £5.

Light refreshments will be provided.
Copies of my previous books
will also be available.

So... go wild and meet me at the
Village Hall on the 25™ March.

Andrew Bickerton

Problems with Dog Poo Again!
Please Pick Up!

The picture left, of fouling on the footpath near the
School, taken last month, is really not acceptable!
There have also been reports of dog fouling on the
pavements and open ground at the end of Sunnyside.
Apparently, some dog owners are just letting their
dogs off the lead and not watching where they go
and just not bothering to ‘pick up’.

We know that most dog owners do the right thing.

All we ask is for all dog owners to do this.

Great Massingham Historical Society
March 17", 7.30pm, Village Hall

Ken Besfor will give a talk entitled
‘Defending on the Home Front’.
This includes references to
Massingham Home Guard, Air Raid
Wardens and Observer Corp, plus a
host of artefacts, as well as a

photographic display of the above.

Coming in April & May......
April 21* - Phillip West talks about
‘King’s Lynn to Wells’
May 26™ - Dr Sarah Spooner talks about
“The History of Norfolk Footpaths’.
We look forward to seeing you all.
Thank you for your support.

FILM NIGHT

Thursday March 16th,
£5, at the Village Hall
A Special Treat:
Nelson’s Shantymen will perform for 45
minutes before the film. This means an
earlier start of
7pm for 7.15pm
Followed by the film
‘Fisherman’s
Friends

A\ One and All’

If you need help getting to and from Film Night,
call Denny on 07887 927691.




ELECTION IN MAY - Need for Photo Identification

With Borough Elections taking place on 4™ May, it is important that those who want
to vote make sure they have an accepted form of ID (Identification). This is a NEW
requirement and Photo ID must now be shown at the Polling Station.

Residents who do not have one of the accepted forms of ID can apply for free ID (a

Voter Authority Certificate) either online or by completing a paper application form

and sending this to the electoral services team at the Borough Council.

If you need any help with applying for the free ID or want to request an application
form, contact the electoral services team by calling:
01553 616773 or e-mailing elections@west-norfolk.gov.uk
You must also be registered to vote. It only takes five minutes to register online at
www.gov.uk/register-to-vote. Voters wishing to apply to their council for free ID
should first make sure they are registered to vote.

Here are the main details for you in a nutshell......

) Borough Council Elections take place on May 4™ this year.

) Voters are now required to show an accepted form of photo ID at the polling
station, before they receive their ballot paper. This applies for all official
elections such as, local, parliamentary, police and crime commissioner.

) To apply for the Voter Authority Certificate, voters will need to provide a
photo, full name, date of birth, the address at which they are registered to
vote and their National Insurance number.

For further information please contact: Tim Baldwin on 01553 616506

estacre theatre WHAT’S ON AT WESTACRE THEATRE?....
for much more information and to book
www.westacretheatre.com or TEL: 01760 755 800
Here is a brief summary of ‘What’s on When’ in March’.

e On Screen in the Studio: Royal Opera House: ‘Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland’,
Sun, 5 March, 2.30pm, £12... and also on screen ‘Good Luck to you, Leo Grande’
Wed. 8 March, 2pm, £10. Pre-screening Lunches available. Booking essential.

On stage in the Studio: Private Lives by Noel Coward. Sat. 11 March 3pm & 7.30pm,
then10,16, 17,18 March, 7.30pm. £16/£10. Pre-theatre suppers available (Please book)
Creative Workshops in the Shed: Life Theatre. Life drawing with a theatrical twist.
Sun. 12 March, 10am to 4pm, £45. Also... Painting Spring Flowers in Watercolour
with Isobel Bartholomew. Come and explore drawing, composing, colour matching
and painting techniques. Sat/Sun 18/19 March 10am to 4pm, £70 for the two days.

On Screen...Filmed Live...ENO presents The Mikado, Sun 26 March 2.30pm, £12

On Stage...All Electric Productions presents ‘A Year of Birdsong & Birdsongs’,
Anthony Harris & Ajay Tegala, singer and ornithologist, share a passion for the theatre
found within bird song and the natural world. Fri. 31 March, 7.30pm, £18

Can You help with the History of the Old Railway Inn?
We are interested in the history of our home, the old Railway Inn, Station Road, Little
Massingham. It was also known as The Railway Hotel.
If you have any information, photographs or stories you'd like to share
we'd love to hear from you.
You can contact us at m.barrett.uk@btinternet.com
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Shop window

Thornalley

FUNERAL SERVICES

SUPPLY & INSTALLATION
OF WOODBURNERS Behind every independent business
Norfolk’s agent for Aga, Hunter & Parkray Stoves IS a falnlly that cares

mnxmw@ www.tfs.co.uk

0 1 3 28 A0 0N KoY Wl Kine's Lynn 01553771399 Swafiham 01760 721 305
Dersingham 01485 598 598

Plumbing & Heating GUTTEI\E}I)NRS()SLE[I({VICES
Company

A.T Norfolk Gutters cleared, repaired and replaced.

LOCAL, RELIABLE & FRIENDLY BUSINESs || NO job too small. Free quotes. Fully insured.
Local, friendly and reliable service.

For all your plumbing needs from dripping taps &

leaking toilets to full bathroom & heating installations. Contact Neill
A.T. Norfolk Plumbing & Heating Call 01485 572 002 or 07856 568 433
Call 01485 518 648 or 0773 333 5845 or email: neillmurray@ymail.com
Find us on GOOGLE & FACEBOOK
1

b non LOCAL & RELIABLE

More than 20 years experience.

Mainly interior decorating, WINDOW CLEANER

paper hanging etc.
I provide a clean & reliable service. IR :
FULLY INSURED. FREE ESTIMATES Gutter clearance & cleaning, jet washing

il gorymore2 2 @vanoocom 01362 515515
JJs Flowers breckland@mywindowcleaner.co.uk

Funeral Tributes, www.mywindowcleaner.co.uk
Weddings, Bouquets

Miss Julie Morters T flowe

01485 609 125 or @JJSFYowcm/ulzeMoners
07884 238 438

justjulie71@icloud.com

The Birches, St Andrews Lane, Congham, PE32 1DY
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Message for Parishioners from Rev’d Judith

:In Shakespeare s play Julius Caesar is told to: “Beware the ides of

: March” (15™) - with good reason, because that was the day on which he was
 assassinated. Certainly, March can be an inhospitable and challenging month
: weather-wise, with strong winds whistling across Norfolk from the Russian

: steppes - not a month for softies although Spring flowers are blossoming and lighter

: evenings usher in the Spring.

: In the Christian Church, March is most associated with Lent, a period of quiet personal

: reflection when we try to prepare ourselves spiritually for Easter. Lent Groups and Bible :
: Study groups help us to learn together in fellowship; there are two taking place at both =
: ends of our benefice of ten churches — please ask me for further details. The (Women’s)

: World Day of Prayer takes place on Friday 3™ March at Pott Row Methodist Chapel: a
: great wave of prayer across the world, this year lead by the women of Taiwan, an island :
: with much to pray about.

: We certainly do have so much to pray for in our world at present, with the continuing

: devastating impact of earthquakes in Syria and Turkey, the ongoing war in Ukraine and

: the threat of a new Spring offensive by Russia, famine looming in Africa and, in this

: country, economic turmoil and the very real impact of strikes in the public sector.

: However, the voice of prayer is never silent and we do not pray in isolation. To help us

: get through, we may turn to the history and heritage of Christianity. There are many

: saints’ days to 1nsp1re and encourage us in March: St David (or Dewi) of Wales (1), St.

: Patrick of Ireland (1 7™, St. J oseph (20™) and of course Mothering Sunday on the 19th

: (the 4™ Sunday of Lent). :
: Mothering Sunday is an annual opportunity to remember those who love and care for us :
: - and perhaps give them a gift to show our appreciation. This year is the first year that I :
: haven’t bought my mum Muriel anything because she died on 2" January at the age of

: 92, having suffered from dementia for many years. She was looked after for three years

: by the amazing staff at a local care home and, this Mothering Sunday, I would like to :
: remember with love and appreciation all the staff in similar homes throughout the coun- :
: try who do an amazingly difficult job with gentle, caring professionalism. They are not

: paid enough or valued enough. Wage fairness and economic justice in the care sector

: cannot come soon enough. We must pray for urgent, positive change. From all of us with :
: frail, elderly relatives we thank you for everything you do and pray that Spring may

: bring grace and renewed hope for us all. :
: Wishing you a blessed Lent, with love, Reverend Judith x :

Bible study and Lent Course SPRINTIME WILD BOUQUET
‘Who is my neighbour’ WORKSHP FOR
We are holding a Lent Course at MOTHERS’ DAY
Orchard House, Lynn Rd, Grimston oL T Friday 17" March, 2pm to 4pm
Thursday’s 7pm — 8.30pm All Saints Church, Ashwicken.
March 2™, 9%,16", 23" and 30", Come and join Katie, from ‘Wild Oak Workshops’
. evdsgemartm@. gmail.com to create your very own natural and
joysmith6 I @btinternet.com seasonal bouquet to celebrate Mothers’ Day.
All blooms have been carefully chosen from fresh
WORL],) DAX OF PRAYER stems of lilies, roses, freesias to masses of
Friday 3 .March o eucalyptus, pussy willow and more.
Pott Row Methodist Chapel at 2pm £40. wildoaksworkshops.com/workshops
EVERYONE WELCOME Deadline : Friday 1 05" March, by 5pm.
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Church Services March 2023
Date Time Service Location
Wed. 1* March 9.00 am | Holy Communion Harpley
Friday 3" March 2.00 pm | World Day of Prayer Pott Row Methodist
Sunday 5™ March | 8.30 am | Holy Communion Roydon
2" Sunday in Lent| 9.30 am | Family Service Harpley
9.30 am | Songs of Praise Service Little Massingham
10.30 am | Holy Communion Grimston
Sunday 12" March |  8.30 am | Holy Communion Ashwicken
3 Sunday in Lent | 9.30 am | Morning Prayer Little Massingham
10.30 am | Holy Communion Gayton
10.30 am | Holy Communion Great Massingham
Wed. 15™ March 9.00 am | Holy Communion Grimston
Sunday 19" March |  9.30 am | Sung Eucharist Harpley
4" Sunday in Lent | 10.30 am | Holy Communion Great Massingham
Mothering Sunday | 10.30 am | Morning Praise Grimston
Sunday 26" March |  8.30 am | Holy Communion East Walton
5™ Sunday in Lent | 9.30 am | Holy Communion Little Massingham
Passiontide 10.30 am | Holy Communion Gayton
10.30 am | Family Service Great Massingham
3.00 pm | Celtic Service Gayton Thorpe
Sunday 2™ April 8.30 am | Holy Communion Roydon
Palm Sunday 9.30 am | Family Service Harpley
9.30 am | Holy Communion Little Massingham
10.30 am | Holy Communion Grimston

w

Do come and join Timmy and Jimmy as we walk from Abbey Farm
to St Mary’s Church, East Walton, for a service, on
Palm Sunday, 2" April, at 3pm

For more news please visit our benefice website at www.ggmbenefice.uk

Borough Council of
King’s Lynn &
West Norfolk

Help is at hand if you ask

We are here to help. We might be able to arrange help with food and rent costs.
Call 01553 616 200. Ask for housing options to talk about your housing situation or
ask for Lily for anything else.

If you have internet access, have a look at our website pages on help with the cost of
living at: west-norfolk.gov.uk/costofliving. The pages are broken down into different
problems you might be facing and tell you where to get help for each one.

The stress money worries cause for many people can be overwhelming.

It doesn’t have to be like that and
the Council’s main message is: talk to us before doing anything else.
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Shop window

DOGS AT HOME PRIMROSE COTTAGE
Boarding for dogs in the comfort of our home Weasenham Road, Great Massingham
Your dogs will be treated as one of the family for Self-catering accommodation
the duration of their stay. Daily walks & spacious Sleeps 2. Weekly from Saturdays.
grounds for your dog to play in. Parking and dog friendly.
e Love and cuddles guaranteed! Contact Christine Riches
The Paddocks, Station Road, Tel:01485/520216, Mob: 0779 206 8143
Little Massingham Email: c.riches2]@btinternet.com
Contact Donna on 07793 737 312 || \yebsite: www.christines-norfolk-cottages.co.uk

Heath Farm Shop

Family run business
selling quality &
bespoke meat and
produce, from our own

SQ UAD farm & local Suppliers
Heath farm Shop, Lynn Lane,

Great Massingham, Norfolk, PE32 2HJ
WOODBURNERS singhan, Noffolk,

Open 9 - B, Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday

Comprehensive stock to view at our 9 - 6 Thursday and 9 - 1 Saturday
showroom on Closed Mondays

The West Raynham Business Park. T :

01328 838 665

e-mail: firingsquadwoodburners@yahoo.com
www.firingsquadwoodburners.com

APPROVED CLEARVIEW STOCKIST

Great Massingham

Village Hall and Bar enacity

Opening Hours nteriors
Wednesday to Friday - 7pm to 11pm
Saturday 3.45pm to 11pm High quality fitted and free-standing
Sunday 12 noon to 6.30 pm furniture. Individually designed,

With some flexibility for special events

and oceasions. Al Welcome. traditionally hand-crafted and

personally installed by experts from

Membershi . :
emberships Excellent facilities. our Great Massingham workshops.

dge from Good beer, wines and
1* April. spirits at competitive www.tenacityinteriors.com
The fee is £12.50  prices. Outdoor
per person for drinking area.

all adults over WiFi, Pool Table & CALL TODAY 7
eighteen. Sky on large screen. 01485 521888 L

Please come along and support.
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Useful Numbers
Contact

Organisation

Allotment Association
Biodiversity Project
Borough Council

Bell Ringing

Bowls Club

Church Contacts
Community Car Scheme
Coronation Club

County Council
Dabbling Duck Pub
Doctors

The Film Night

Fishing Warden

Guide Trefoil Guild
Massingham Historical Society

Daisy Robinson 07979 723 288
Tim Baldwin 520 813
James (Jim) Moriarty 07879 492400
Dale Gagen 520 024
Peter Wadham 520 796
Revd Judith Pollard 01485 601 251
Office 520 823
Jill Whitmore 520 609
Stuart Graham Dark 07450 679 355
Mark Dobby 520 827
Massingham Surgery 520 521
Arthur Allen 520 628

Paul Smith & Ken Perry
Shirley Rae & Rita Gostling
Jeanne Robinson

Sue Nash 07802 670 711
520 259 & 520730
520 455

. Fully mobile independent

Neighbourhood Plan Mike Jackson 520 056
Parish Council Peter James (Chair) & Sarah Harvey (Clerk) Clerk 01328 823391
Pre-School Pip Grange 07807 185 746
Police Non-emergency 101
School Kirsten Stibbon 520 362
Tennis and Multi-Sports Club  Clare Parker 520 469
Village Hall Hall & Bar & Debs Lambert 520 588
Village Stores and Deli Mark and Kerry Eldridge 520 272
el .. | OVEN CLEANING
DOO?STEP TYRE fmme LTD e, s
or roadside? || CARPET CLEANING

Call 3 SOFA CLEANING
Doorstep Tyre Fitting

Ltd. Call the local experts now

07984 804 679

Same day service
Covering the whole of
Norfolk

Emergency or regular
tyre change

tyre company

Clean Tech
01485 609223

Card, cheque and cash

payments accepted




Biodiversity Project News........
Working parties resumed last month with the start of the spring tidy up around the site.
Much of this involves cutting back last year’s growth of great willowherb and other taller
plants across the rough and wet meadow areas adjoining the pond and green. We will also
be rotovating the meadow this month and sowing some extra seed, to top up that which
grows from the seed bank once the ground has been turned over. Hopefully, it will be
possible to rejuvenate some of the area that has been damaged by the unsustainable num-
ber of ducks in recent months. : :
We have recently installed some new bird feeders specially de-
signed so that anything heavier than a songbird using them will
cause the feeding ports to close. This guards against rats being
able to feed and they also have features that keep the food dry
and make them easier to clean. Another recent purchase has
been a brush-cutter attachment to fit an electric multi-tool strim-
mer. We were able to buy it last year, thanks to funding from
the Parish Council and the Village Fund Initiative, supported by
The Dabbling Duck and Cartshed Tearoom.

A combination of lower rainfall and the dredging of the dyke has helped to keep the green
and woodland path better drained this winter. Post Office Pit has also benefited from its
dredging, certainly judging by the numbers of wild shoveler duck visiting this winter.
These attractive ducks, distinguished by
their large spatula bills and the drake’s
chestnut flanks, filter plankton, small
crustaceans and seeds from the water.

n total, they have been recorded on five
- of the village ponds this winter and are
: an indication of a healthy water quality

T in our linked system of ponds. Their

Shoveler: Keith Gaskell numbers peaked at 23 last November,
although at that time they were mainly using Scotsman’s Pit.
During 2022, a total of 19 volunteers helped to manage the project site at Weasenham
Road. Our next work party mommg will be on Saturday 18" March at 10 a.m. — if you

would like to join us please get in touch for more details. Tim Baldwin

Date Event Time Place

1/15 March Our Day Out 1 to 3pm Village Hall

3/31 March BINGO Events 7 for 7.30pm Village Hall

6/20 March Craft & Chat 2pm Village Hall Bar
13 March Parish Council Meeting 7.30 pm Village Hall
14 March Community Lunch 12.30 for 1pm Village Hall Bar
16 March Film Night 7 for 7.15pm Village Hall
17 March Historical Society 7.30 pm Village Hall
18 March Biodiversity Working Party 10 am Weasenham Road Pond
23 March Quiz Night 7.30 pm Village Hall Bar
25 March ‘Wayne Goes Wild” Book Launch 2 to 4pm Village Hall

1 April Village Spring Clean 10 am At the Well
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