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The Mallard 
Issue 382       October 2023 

HISTORICAL VILLAGE WALK AND BBQ IS A HUGE SUCCESS 
 

T he annual village walk led by Ant  
Robinson was extremely well received 
with 76 participants.  The tour of  

Notable Buildings began with Abbey House 
and finished with the Church Porch taking in 
The Coach House, Barrack House, 3 Chapels, 
School and Reading Rooms. It was followed 
by a delicious BBQ and the film Never and  
Always produced and directed by Denis 
Mitchell. The 2 day Exhibition in St Mary’s 
Church was an overwhelming success with 
well over 100 visitors on the first day.  
Memories were shared and acquaintances 

renewed, some after 50 years!! The  
photographic competition was won by 
Timmy Howlett (Primary age) Will  
Arnold (11 to 16 yrs) and Clare Parker 
(adult). Our thanks to Mark Eldridge for 
helping to sponsor this with each of the 
three age categories being awarded £50 to 
be spent in the Village Stores or Cartshed  
Tearoom. Special thanks to everyone who 
generously gave their time, help and  
support.  The Massingham Historical  
Society are deeply grateful. 
                 Ant & Jeanne Robinson 

VILLAGE YARD SALE 
A BIG THANK YOU 

Many thanks to all those taking 
part this year there were 38 pitches 
making over £200 for the church. 
On a personal note I must thank 
everyone who gave and supported 
MacMillan, we have people from 

Dereham, Swaffham, Easton as well as local folk. 
This year we made an amazing sum of £770. 
A big thank you to Ann Bowen who did her  
lovely baking making £220. Last but not least my 
band of helpers a big thank you to you all.  
            Chrissie 

October Village Hall Events  
 

6th Bingo 7.00 pm  

7th Music Hall Memories 7.30 pm 

8th Rumble in the Jumble 12 noon. 

14th Josette Simpson Book Signing 

and Launch 7.00 pm 

19th Film Night 7.30 pm 

21st Country and Western Dance 

7.00 pm (More details available 

later on the Village Hall Facebook) 

page. 

Outside Abbey House 

Outside Barrack House 
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In This Issue 

This parish magazine is 
published every month for the 
residents of Great and Little 

Massingham with the support of 
the Great Massingham Parish 
Council, the Parochial Church 

Council and Massingham 
Village Hall Trustees. 

www.greatmassingham.net 
 

Contact Details: 
e-mail: 
themallardeditor@gmail.com 
 

Editor: Sarah Harvey  
Byanoak, Leicester Road, 
South Creake 
01328 823391 
 

Website : Contact the 
Editor - Details above. 

 

Deadline for the 
next issue 

17th  
October 

QUIZ NIGHT AT GREAT MASSINGHAM VILLAGE 
HALL 

 Thursday 26th October 2023 to be held in the bar of the  
village hall at 7.30pm.  

Entry is £2.00 per person or £4.00 for non-members.  
Either come along as a team, maximum of six, or join a team 

on the night. 
The following are dates for your diaries: 23rd November,  

25th January, 22nd February, 28th March, 25th April, 23rd May, 
27th June, 25th July and 22nd August. (These dates will also be  

posted on the QUIZ page of the village website) 

 QUIZ NIGHT AT THE DABBLING DUCK 
This is a quiz run once a quarter to, unashamedly, raise as 
much money for local organisations that, in turn, might benefit 
the communities of Great and Little Massingham. So far we 
have raised money for Great Massingham School PFA in May 
and Ducklings’ Pre-School in August.  
The next scheduled event is on 14th November 2023 when we 
will be raising money for Tapping House Hospice in memory 
of the late Gillian Gould who sadly passed away on 
8th September 2023.  
Posters and social media posts will start appearing soon.  
Entry will be £30 per team, maximum of six, plus there will be 
a raffle and a 50:50 bag.  
We are hoping to lay on some food in an attempt to raise  
further money for the cause but I am still discussing this with 
the Pub. Keep an eye on the marketing. 
If anyone wishes to receive more information on any of the 
above they are more than welcome to email 
me: robertcharlestaylor@live.com or call me: 07908 244421. 

 6th October 
At Great Massingham  

Village Hall. 
 

Doors open at 7pm 
Eyes down for 7.30pm 

VILLAGE HALL 
BAR STAFF 
REQUIRED 

We are looking for  
part time bar staff  

for 2/3 shifts a week.  
 

Contact Deb Lambert  
for more details on 

07493406501. 

GRIMSTON AND DISTRICT GOOD COMPANIONS 
COFFEE MORNING 

SAT OCTOBER 28th, 10a.m. - 1p.m. Pott Row Village Hall  
Allez-Chic Clothes Sale Rail, Craft & Art Stalls, Tombola,  

White Elephant, Pre-Loved Clothes Rail, Refreshments. 
Please Come and Support Your Elderly in the Community. 

mailto:robertcharlestaylor@live.com
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Mallard News 

 

Rural Crimes Police Officer Contact 
PC Chris Shelley 07900 407 106 

Christopher.shelley@norfolk.police.uk 

COFFEE MORNING 
Please join us to relax, have a chat, eat  

delicious cakes and pastries and of course, 
drink coffee 

at 
St Mary’s Church on  

Saturday 14th October  
from 10 o’clock till 12 noon.  

FILM NIGHT 
 

Thursday 19th  
October  

‘23 Walks’  
 

7 for 7.30pm 
 

£5 (plus a  
complementary 

drink ) 
 

at the Village Hall  
 

For help with transport call  
Denny 07887 927 691. 

Community Lunch 
Massingham Village 

Hall Bar 
Tuesday October 17th  

Arrive 12.30pm, eat at 1pm  

Moroccan Chicken, Rice and 
Roasted Vegetables, followed by Apple 

Strudel and Cream  

Come & meet friends for a chat.  

The Bar will be  open.  
To book lunch please contact Deborah  
Lambert on or, email on 

mrsdl1965@gmail.com by Friday 13th Oct 

Please          
join us 

MENU 
£8 

 

JUMBLE RUMBLE  
 

If you enjoy a Rumble in the Jumble 
then this is for you. 

Sunday October 8th 12 - 2pm,  
in the village hall. 

It will be confirmed on posters and through 
Facebook.  

Bargain clothes for winter! 

Person Required for Mallard Delivery  
We have a vacancy to deliver The Mallard 

every month.   An honorarium is paid.  
If you are interested in taking on this role 

please contact the editor, Sarah Harvey, by  
email: themallardeditor@gmail.com 

or call: 01328 823 391 
We look forward to hearing from you 

mailto:mrsdl1965@gmail.com
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Mallard News                 

Shop window 

Ducklings Preschool  
Great Massingham 

 
 

 
 

 

ducklingspreschool@aol.com 

07807185746 

2 luxurious dog-friendly 
self-catering holiday cottages 

Each sleeps 4 with an optional annexe 
to accommodate a further 2 guests 

 

Tranquil setting in beautiful countryside less than 
a mile outside Great Massingham 

Contact Gill on 01485 521748 or 07967 136960 
   Email: gill@westheathbarn.com 

See www.westheathbarn.com for more details 

FITNESS CLASSES 
HIGH SPECIFICATION PERSONAL TRAINING STUDIO 

HEALTH  & BEAUTY TREATMENTS 

Little Massingham 
Manor  

The Old Chapel 
Station Road  PE32 2JU 

elementsatthemanor.co.uk 
info@elementsatthemanor.co.uk 

01485 298 400 
socials: elements_at_the_manor 

HOLISTIC THERAPIES 
Women’s Health * Fertility * Pregnancy 

Postnatal * Menopause Support 

Gemma Challis MICHT MFHT 
Little Massingham Manor   

07576 365219 
gemma@thenorfolkretreat.co.uk 

www.thenorfolkretreat.co.uk 

WANTED—PLEASE PACK A SHOE BOX 
It’s that time of year again to fill shoe boxes for children for whom this 

will be their only present they receive this Christmas.  
It costs £3 each box to cover the cost of transporting these and I would be 

most grateful for any donations to help with these costs.  
Always wanted are small toys, toiletries, hats, gloves, thin scarves etc.   

Many thanks for your support.   
        Please contact Jenny Borley 01485 520542 

VILLAGE FUND INTIATIVE 
 At the time of writing the Dabbling Duck pub raised £2,295.00 for the quarter ending 

31st August. Beneficiaries are Friends of St Andrew’s Church Little Massingham, 
Friends of Scotsman’s Pit Great Massingham, St Mary’s Church Foodbank,  

Great Massingham Biodiversity Project, Massingham Historical Society,  
Great Massingham Allotment Association and St Mary’s Church Maintenance Fund.  

In addition, the Village Store and Cartshed Tearoom raised £47.17 which will be  
distributed equally among all beneficiaries.  

Half of the money raised by the Pub will be donated to the East Anglian Air  
Ambulance. 

CRAFT & CHAT DATES 
From 2pm onwards at the  

Village Hall Bar  
Monday 2nd, 16th and 30th October,  

then Monday 13th November 

QUIZ NIGHT at  
HARPLEY VILLAGE HALL 
Friday 6th October , 7pm for 7.30 

£2.50 per person. Please book in advance. 
Email: harpleylive@gmail.com 
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Shop window 

 Phone: 01485 520637 
Mobile: 07780 776576 

Approved coal and 
solid fuel merchant 

For Quality Fuels at the 
Best Prices 

White Cottage, School Road, Necton (opp Rectory

TV, Video, DVD & Satellite Sales, Set-up & Repairs 

• Free Estimates 

• All Makes & Models 
• Qualified Engineer 

• 30 Years Experience 

• Work Guaranteed 
• Discount for OAP’s 

• Sales, Repairs, Installations & Tuning Services 

 

All building work undertaken 
Quality assured. Renovation & newbuild 

15, Cross Street, Harpley, King’s Lynn PE31 6TJ 

sandrreeve@gmail.com 

 
By 

Based in and around Great Massingham 
Call/Text: 07825 234293 

Leanne Elton 

Carol Walker MCFHP MAFHP 
Registered Member of the British  

Association of Foot Health Professionals 

Foot Health Practitioner 

Foot Healthcare in Your Home 
Contact: carolwalker3060@gmail.com 

Tel: 07714 192 521  

 

THE 
CARTSHED 
TEAROOM 

  
Church Lane 

Great  
Massingham 

 

01485 520 272 
 

Opening times 9am to 4pm, 7 days a week. 
All food cooked and prepared with local  

ingredients and all cakes home made. The Hot 
chocolate (ideal for winter) is award winning! 

email: info@thecartshedtearoom.co.uk  
website: www.thecartshedtearoom.co.uk 
To look at the menu or book a table. 

HOME   IMPROVEMENT   SERVICES 

H. I. S. 

Tim Margereson 
3 Weasenham Rd 

Gt. Massingham PE32 2EY 

TRADITIONAL 
BUILDING 

WORKS 
& 

RENOVATIONS 
Call 07786 618787 or  

01485 520745 
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GREAT MASSINGHAM PARISH COUNCIL 
The Parish Council meeting began at 7.30pm on Monday 11th September, with eight 
Parish Councillors in attendance, seven members of the public and the Borough  
Councillor Alistair Beales were also present.   
During the last month, the external audit of the Council’s finances has been completed 
by PKF Littlejohn LLP who concluded that the Council had followed proper practices 
and relevant legislation, with no matters giving cause for concern.  The external auditors 
report is available on the Parish Council website and notice board. 
The Parish Council in liaison with Norfolk County Council are currently investigating 
the feasibility and the costs involved in the placement of part-time 20mph signs with 
flashing warning lights, outside the school. The County Council generally supports these 
as they do show a moderate reduction in average speeds during peak times.  The scheme, 
if agreed, will be delivered through funding obtained from the Parish Partnership 
Scheme, where both the County Council and Parish Council contributes to half of the 
cost. 
The Parish Council has also noted concerns from a number of parishioners regarding the 
grass cutting on the village greens.  The Council has acknowledged that given the com-
bination of wet weather and issues with the appointed grounds maintenance contractor 
CGM Landscapes the grass has at certain points not looked at its best.  The Council are 
very disappointed with the standard of the work and are in the process of going to tender 
to appoint another contractor.    
The Borough Council of King’s Lynn & West Norfolk (BCKLWN) consultation on the 
2024/25 Council Tax Support Scheme is now open and can be found at www.west-
norfolk.gov.uk/ctsconsultation.  The BCKLWN want to make their scheme more gener-
ous so that they can give, not only more help, but also extend its range so that more peo-
ple will be eligible.  They would therefore like to encourage residents to read the details, 
complete the survey and make any additional comments you may have. 
DID YOU KNOW…………that Priority Setting Meetings (previously called SNAP) 
are held every three months by the Police for members of the public/councillors to raise 
any local issues or concerns they may have with their local beat managers.  The next 
Priority Setting Meeting for the Hunstanton, Dersingham and The Woottons area will be 
held on Wednesday 4th October at 7pm.  It will be held in person at Hunstanton Town 
Hall or you are able to join by emailing EOKingsLynn@norfolk.police.uk. 
Next Meeting:  The next Parish Council meeting will be held in the Village Hall on 9th 
October, 2023 at 7.30pm.  Members of the public are very welcome to join the meeting 
and there is an opportunity to make comments or ask questions of the Council during the 
first part of the meeting.  

COMMUNITY SPEED WATCH TEAM 
There are now 13 members of Great Massingham Speed Watch team. This means we can 
do more sessions throughout the village and hopefully decrease the number of vehicles 
that regularly speed and cause serious safety concerns. 
As we will now be able to run two teams Norfolk Police are providing us with extra 
equipment including a camera and Speed Watch signs. Of the two teams Team A will 
concentrate on Castle Acre Road and Weasenham Road while the second team will focus 
on Station Road at the Green and opposite the fire station. 
Vehicles travelling in excess of 35 mph will receive a notification from the police. If a 
vehicle is reported three times in Norfolk an officer will visit to give a final warning. 
Certain parts of the UK have introduced a 20mph speed limit. What a good idea! 
               Andrew Bickerton (CSW Co-ordinator) 

http://www.west-norfolk.gov.uk/ctsconsultation
http://www.west-norfolk.gov.uk/ctsconsultation
mailto:EOKingsLynn@norfolk.police.uk
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Shop window 

     

 

 Over 25 years experience,  

17Th Edition qualified,  

Part P registered 

 

32 Walcups Lane, Great Massingham, PE32 2HR  
Email: nealedavies4@gmail.com 

M B LOGS 
DRY STORED, SEASONED, 
SPLIT WOOD 
 

SUPPLIED & DELIVERED 
CALL MARK 

07766223438 or email  
markmark.bane@gmail.com 

 

PRIVATE WING WITH TWO BEDROOMS,  
SNOOKER ROOM, BREAKFAST ROOM - KITCHENETTE 

AND GARDEN 

Contact Su’en Miller 
Tel:     01485 520 988 
Mob:  07968 246 083 
Email:suen.miller1@gmail.com  
Or book via www.airbnb.co.uk  

Parsley Barn, 
Weasenham Rd, 
Great Massingham, 
King’s Lynn, 
PE32 2EY 

Breakfast    8.00am - 10am 
Lunch     Midday - 2.30pm  
   and reduced menu 2.30pm to 5.30pm 
Evening    5.30pm - 9pm 
Sunday    Midday - 8.00pm 

Pizza and Street Food  

In the Barn, Garden or as 
Takeaway on  

Fridays and Saturdays 

From 3pm 
Order from the Pub or online  

For more information visit 
www.thedabblingduck.co.uk 

THE DABBLING DUCK 
11 Abbey Rd, Great Massingham.  

01485 520 827 

The Dabbling Duck 

 

Landlords Electrical Testing 
Electrical Upgrades 
All Work Fully Insured  

For your free estimate please call Adam Prime on 

 01485 601141 
 07765 786709 
primenetworkgrp@gmail.com 
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BIODIVERSITY PROJECT NEWS 
 

The dredging of School Pond at the Biodiver-
sity Project was timed to perfection last 
month.  The heavily silted pond had dried out 
during the hot weather which made it easier to 
work with and remove.  Despite the heavy 
equipment in use, the pond bed was very care-
fully scraped back to its original clay profile 
by the Loane brothers, the work having been 
arranged by the Parish Council. 
 

Just 48 hours later the pond was transformed 
and more than half filled with newly fallen 
rain!   

Encroaching reed and a huge amount of 
recently colonised purple loosestrife had to 
be removed but edge plants will re-grow 
and what looks like brutal work will soon 
heal over.  A lot of tall vegetation was re-
moved and this has created an opportunity 
to keep some more open views over the 
pond from the road and green. Project vol-
unteers will be working on this through the 
coming months.  Our thanks to all involved 
in arranging and carrying out this much 
needed work.                          Tim Baldwin 

CHURCH CLEANING - ARE YOU ABLE TO HELP? 
 

As many of you will know the Massingham Historical Society held a 
two day exhibition over the weekend at St Mary’s Church.  
After a planning meeting earlier in the month it was extremely clear the 
church needed a thorough clean. So prior to opening, a group of our 
members met to sweep, hoover, brush and polish. A church member 
then mopped all the tiling. The transformation was incredible which 
literally took one and a half hours. During this time I wondered that if 
we could do this, what about other organisations, or friends and fami-
lies within the village taking a turn.  So after speaking to several people 
and a brilliant idea from Jill, it was thought to organise this in memory 
of Julian Thomson. As you know, Julian was loved by so many, cared 
each and every day for the church and how wonderful if we could  

create Julian’s Band of Helpers.    
Already I have spoken to several organisations who are willing to take a turn. We are 
only looking for a monthly clean, so it could mean being called on every 6-7 months!!! 
Obviously I understand it is a big ask but a greatly needed service for our Church,  
central to our village. Once I have a response I will pass this to Stephen Hudson Church-
warden, who was delighted to hear of this plan. Looking forward to hearing from you.     
               Jeanne Robinson (Email Jeanne_Robinson06@yahoo.com)  

Mallard News                 

Photo by Peter James 

Photo by Peter James 
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FRIENDS OF SCOTSMAN’S PIT GREAT MASSINGHAM (FOSPGM) 
Do not be distressed. Nessie is only resting!  
This is one of our new barriers being used to help 
underpin where the bank is in danger of collaps-
ing. It will be fitted correctly, back filled and then 
planted with native wild plants that have long 
roots they will naturally hold the barrier in place. 
The roots will take up to 2 years to establish 
themselves. But then we can safely remove most 
of the bankside vegetation. In various forms this 
is what has been happening around the Pit for the 
last 2 years. As a result next year we will need 
less of the taller bankside plants! Great to see this 
progress.   If you have a real interest in Scotsman's Pit please come and join us. We are 
all volunteers.  Our yearly summary and our 2024 plan will be presented at the  
November Parish Council Meeting.                                                                   Bob Bones 

OLD TIME MUSIC HALL MEMORIES! 
Screened at the Village Hall  

On Saturday 7th October, from 7.30pm 
Relive those hilarious times or discover what was  

going on in Massingham 30+ years ago!   
NOT TO BE MISSED! 

The show will include videos of the following acts: 
Mustava Maydam Istake   with Malcolm, Derek, John, Gary, Geoff and Pam. 
Charlie Chaplin    with Anthony, Alf and Rosemary. 
Madcap Miller and Athene  with Paul, Bobby and Kirsty 
World War 2 Songs   with Martin, Dave, John and Bruce 
Use It or Lose it    with Sue, George, Rodney and others 
Father George and Friends  with George and Derek 
Punch & Judy    with Simeon, Jill and Josette 
Spike the Wonder Dog   with Bobby and Paul 
The Massingham Muckspreader with Derek. 
Wairthe  Effarwee Tribe    with Malcolm, John, Alf, Peter, Leanne and Rod 
Glory Be!      with Sue, George and Tom 

Entrance £5     DVDs on sale £5 each.       All proceeds to the Village Hall. 

Mallard News                 

A BUSY AUTUMN LIES AHEAD FOR THE MAGPIE CENTRE 
 

Children aged from five years are welcome to join us for some spooky fun at half term  
on Thursday 26th or Friday 27th October (various times available). 

There will be an hour of treats, no tricks!, to include a Halloween 
Crafting Session, a Spooky Ride and a Treat to take home.  
The cost is £25 per child, and Fancy Dress is encouraged. 

To book or for more info,  
email: magpiecentrewnrda@hotmail.co.uk. 

West Norfolk Riding for the Disabled Association, based at  
Wallington Hall, South Runcton, PE33 0EP. 
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Mallard News       

WHAT’S ON AT WESTACRE THEATRE?....         
for much more information and to book  

www.westacretheatre.com    or  TEL: 01760 755 007   
 

Three's Company present  
Every Picture Tells a Story An afternoon of art and poetry. Be entranced by all the 

work the art world has to offer. A portion of ticket sales will be donated to Target  
Ovarian Cancer. Sunday 1 & Sunday 8 October 3pm Tickets £10 & under 16s £5  

 

Poppyland Songs: Life on a Cliff Edge Join Bertie Bow (Bowjangles) for ‘Poppyland 
Songs’ - a heart-warming musical tapestry exploring and celebrating the history & lives 

of ordinary folk living on a cliff edge in North Norfolk known as ‘Poppyland’.  
Friday 6 October 7:30pm Tickets £17.50 & under 16s £10  

 

Screening in the studio: Part of The Cary Grant season  
The Philadelphia Story Wednesday 11 October 2pm Tickets £12  

 

Westacre Theatre Company present  
Airswimming by Charlotte Jones Directed by Andy Naylor & Issy Huckle. A funny, 
moving, and uplifting play based on the true story of two women from very different 

backgrounds. Thursday 12 October 7:30pm Tickets £16 under 16s £10  
 

Box Tale Soup presents  
Casting the Runes A heart-stopping adaptation of M.R.James’ classic ghost stories. 

Friday 13 October 7:30pm Tickets £19 under 16s £10  
 

Beginners Writing Workshops  
Discover the joy of writing with award-winning playwright, author & radio dramatist 

Christopher William Hill. Saturday 14 & Sunday 15 October 10am - 4pm  
Tickets £125 for the 2 days  

 

Westacre Theatre Company presents  
Private Fears in Public Places By Alan Ayckbourn & Directed by Matt Grist Widely 
regarded as one of Ayckbourn's finest in years, this is a gem of a play. An intimate por-
trait of contemporary life that is tender, true and very funny. October 19th, 20th, 21st, 

26th, 27th at 7.30pm and 28th at 3pm & 7.30pm Tickets £16 & under 16s £10  
 

LIFE Theatre  
Life drawing, with a truly theatrical twist. Hosted & curated by Helen Breach  

Sunday 29 October 10am - 4pm £45 per person  
 

Halloween Special Story Seekers Join Tamion for a Halloween adventure, featuring 
lantern making, a romp through the woods, and a special screening of Disney's Coco! 

Ages 4-7 years Tuesday 31 October 4pm onwards Tickets £10  

THE NORFOLK WRITERS’ EXCHANGE WELCOMES NEW MEMBERS 
 

We are a small, friendly group of writers, some of us published, others aspiring, based in 
West Norfolk, who meet every month in Pott Row, and would love to welcome some 
new members.  Our  meetings provide a forum where writers can share their work in a 

supportive environment, overcome the dreaded ‘writers’ block’ and share tips on how to 
negotiate the complicated world of publishing. 

All this accompanied by tea/coffee and biscuits, plus the occasional cake and fizz! 
Would you like to join us? To find out more, head over to our Facebook page  

The Norfolk Writers’ Exchange, or call Sue on 07774 609357 for more details. 
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Shop window 

JJs Flowers 
Funeral Tributes,  

Weddings, Bouquets 
Miss Julie Morters 
01485 609 125 or  
07884 238 438 
justjulie71@icloud.com 
The Birches, St Andrews Lane, Congham, PE32 1DY 

JJs flowers  
@ JJs FlowersJulieMorters 

 GUTTERING SERVICES 
NORFOLK 

Gutters cleared, repaired and replaced. 
No job too small. Free quotes. Fully insured. 

Local, friendly and reliable service. 
Contact Neill 

Call 01485 572 002 or 07856 568 433 
email: neillmurray@ymail.com 
 Follow us on facebook 

GARY MOORE 
DECORATOR 

More than 20 years experience. 
Mainly interior decorating,  

paper hanging etc.  
I provide a clean & reliable service. 

FULLY INSURED. FREE ESTIMATES 
Phone: 01553 840 929 or 07759 490 961 

Email: garymoore232@yahoo.com 

PRE-PAID  FUNERAL  PLANS 

CHAPELS OF  REST   l  MEMORIALS 

Behind every independent business  
is a family that cares 

 

www.tfs.co.uk 

King’s Lynn  01553 771 399  Swaffham 01760 721 305  
Dersingham  01485 598 598 

 
 
 

LOCAL, RELIABLE & FRIENDLY BUSINESS 

For all your plumbing needs from dripping taps & 
leaking toilets to full bathroom & heating installations. 

A.T. Norfolk Plumbing & Heating 
Call 01485 518 648 or 0773 333 5845 or  
Find us on GOOGLE & FACEBOOK 

Plumbing & Heating 
Company 
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Message for Parishioners from Joy Smith 

Dear Friends,  
Where has the year gone, do you find yourself saying that.  This year 
seems to have flown by and now we are in October, the season of  
Autumn, and I have to admit one of my favourite times of the year, the 
changing colours of the trees and the cooler days (sorry I’m not a person 
who likes the heat of the summer) the ripe fruit picked and stored or frozen to give a hint 
of summer during the winter months. The only drawback is the nights getting darker and 
the end of the month we change our clocks again and the darkness comes an hour earlier.  
Darkness always seems to invoke a feeling of fear, but Jesus said: “I am the world’s 
Light. No one who follows me stumbles around in the darkness. I provide plenty of light 
to live in.” (John 8 : 12) 
We can all shine as lights in our communities no matter where we are on life’s journey.  
Whether it is helping at the Night Shelter or the Food Bank, offering a lift to someone 
who doesn’t have a car, or just ringing a neighbour to see if they need anything.  With 
the darker nights people living on their own can feel more isolated and often a friendly 
face can mean so much.  It is in the small things that we can do so much. 
Small faith, flickering, wavering faith, sometimes strong – a flame that lightens the  
darkness, renews hope, courage, perseverance. But often so weak, burning dimly,  
faintly, nearly stubbed out by the tossing and turning of life’s storms.  
Small skills, our experiences and our gifts something’s we can do, abilities and talents 
that you’ve given us, Lord beginning to flourish with gentle nurture. But an awful lot we 
can’t do jobs that seem overwhelming, the clamouring needs and demands of each day, 
fear of failure looming on the horizon.  
Small vision, sometimes we do not see that small things make such a difference lives are 
transformed, and relationships healed. We need to expand our horizons.  
Small faith, small skills, small vision all things we have but everything can be used for 
the good of everybody.  Autumn is a time to look back and also to celebrate the harvest 
of our lives.  May we all use the small things we have to shine our lights out into the 
world.                 Joy Smith Licensed Lay Minister 

Church Clock Repair Update from the Cumbria Clock Co. 
 

The Cumbria Clock Company has apologised for the delay in preparing 
the revised quotation for the restoration of the dials and for any 
inconvenience or embarrassment that this may have caused. 
Following a visit to the Church the company agreed that the repairs to 
the fly fan assembly would be undertaken free of charge and returned to 
the site in the coming weeks.  Church members were also made aware 
of concerns over the movement and it was advised that a major  

overhaul should be undertaken within the 3 years.  This was recommended due to a lot 
of wear within the bearings that would eventually lead to poor timekeeping and the  
eventual stopping of the clock.  A budget price for the work was estimated at between 
£7,000 to £8,000.  A quotation received to restore one dial was estimated at £9,720 plus 
VAT.  A quotation to restore the second dial was estimated at £5,080 plus VAT.  

The Cumbria Clock Company apologised again for not providing the quotations sooner 
but explained that their experienced clock horologist that had undertaken the inspection 
had retired due to ill health after making his report. 

Provided by Stephen Hudson, Church Warden 
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Church Services          October 2023          

Date                            Time Service Location 

Sunday 1st  
October 
 
 

8.30 am 
9.30 am 

10.30 am 
10.30 am 

Holy Communion 
Family Service 
Songs of Praise 
Morning Praise 

Roydon 
Harpley 
Little Massingham 
Grimston 

Wed 4th October 9.00 am Holy Communion Harpley 

Sunday 8th 
October 

8.30 am 
10.30 am 
10.30 am 
10.30 am 

Holy Communion 
Morning Prayer 
Holy Communion 
Songs of Praise 

Congham 
Little Massingham 
Gayton 
Great Massingham 

Sunday 15th 
October 

9.30 am 
10.30 am 
10.30 am 

Sung Eucharist 
Holy Communion 
Holy Communion 

Harpley 
Grimston 
Great Massingham 

Wed 18th October 9.00 am Holy Communion Grimston 

Sunday 22nd 
October 

8.30 am 
10.30 am 
10.30 am 
10.30 am 

3.00 pm 

Holy Communion 
Holy Communion 
Holy Communion 
Family Service 
Celtic Service 

Ashwicken 
Little Massingham 
Gayton 
Great Massingham 
Gayton Thorpe 

Sun 29th October 10.30 am Holy Communion Gayton 

Sunday 5th 
November 

8.30 am 
9.30 am 

10.30 am 
10.30 am 

Holy Communion 
Family Service 
Songs of Praise 
Morning Praise 

Roydon 
Harpley 
Little Massingham 
Grimston 

 For more news and alterations to services please visit our benefice website at 
www.ggmbenefice.uk 

PRAYER FOR THE MONTH 
 

Heavenly Father, This time of year feels hard. Harsher 
weather rolls in, the days feel shorter with less light, and 
it seems that loss and tough changes are prevalent. Help 
us not to grow idle, or weary, or give up hope. Let us 
work hard to bear fruit and to bring glory to your  
kingdom. We ask for the strength and guidance to be 
diligent and good stewards of our time and resources. Let 
us not be like the son who sleeps during the harvest, but 
rather, we pray you would use us now, keeping our eyes 
open and alert to the work you have for us. Bless the 
fruit of our labour and help us to bring glory and honour 
to you in all we do.                                              Amen. 

 

 

SAVE THE DATE 
 

Harpley  
Community Choir 

 
FUNDRASING EVENT 

 

on Thursday December 7th 
at 7 pm  

 
 

MORE DETAILS TO  
FOLLOW 
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Shop window 

 

CALL TODAY 

01485 521888 

High quality fitted and free-standing 

furniture. Individually designed, 

 

personally installed by experts from 

our Great Massingham workshops.  

www.tenacityinteriors.com  

 

Comprehensive stock to view at our 
showroom on  

The West Raynham Business Park. 

01328 838 665 
e-mail: firingsquadwoodburners@yahoo.com 

www.firingsquadwoodburners.com 

APPROVED CLEARVIEW STOCKIST 

FIRING 
SQUAD 
WOODBURNERS 

Great Massingham  
Village Hall and Bar 

Opening Hours 
Wednesday to Friday - 7pm to 11pm 

Saturday 3.45pm to 11pm  
Sunday 12 noon to 6.30 pm 

With some flexibility for special events 
and occasions.     All Welcome.  

Please come along and support.  

Memberships 
due from the  

1st April.   
The fee is £12.50 
per person for 
all adults over 

eighteen. 

Excellent facilities. 
Good beer, wines and 
spirits at competitive 

prices.  Outdoor 
drinking area.  

WiFi, Pool Table & 
Sky on large screen. 

Heath Farm Shop 
Family  run business  

selling quality &  
bespoke meat and  

produce, from our own 
farm & local Suppliers 

Heath farm Shop, Lynn Lane,  
Great Massingham, Norfolk, PE32 2HJ 

01485 520 828 
Open 9 - 5, Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday 

9 - 6 Thursday and 9 - 1 Saturday 
Closed Mondays 

PRIMROSE COTTAGE 
Weasenham Road, Great Massingham 

Self-catering accommodation  
Sleeps 2. Weekly from Saturdays.  

Parking and dog friendly. 

Contact Christine Riches 
Tel:01485/520216, Mob: 0779 206 8143 

Email: c.riches21@btinternet.com 
website: www.christines-norfolk-cottages.co.uk 

Boarding for dogs in the comfort of our home 

Your dogs will be treated as one of the family for 

the duration of their stay. Daily walks & spacious 

grounds for your dog to play in. 

Love and cuddles guaranteed! 
The Paddocks, Station Road,  

Little Massingham 

Contact Donna on 07793 737 312 

mailto:c.riches21@btinternet.com
http://www.christines-norfolk-cottages.co.uk
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OVEN CLEANING 

CARPET CLEANING 

SOFA CLEANING 
 

Call the local experts now 

Clean Tech 

01485 609223 
Card, cheque and cash  

payments accepted 

Useful Numbers 
Organisation          Contact             Phone No. 

Allotment Association Daisy Robinson 07979 723 288 

Biodiversity Project Tim Baldwin 520 813 

Borough Council Alistair Beales By email only 

Bell Ringing  Dale Gagen 520 024 

Bowls Club Peter Wadham 520 796 

Church Contacts Stephen Hudson 520 450 

Community Car Scheme Office 520 823 

Coronation Club Jill Whitmore 520 609 

County Council Stuart Graham Dark 07450 679 355 

Dabbling Duck Pub Mark Dobby 520 827 

Doctors Massingham Surgery 520 521 

The Film Night Arthur Allen 520 628 

Fishing Warden Paul Smith & Ken Perry PC Clerk 01328 823391 

Trefoil Guild Shirley Rae & Rita Gostling 520 259  & 520 730 

Massingham Historical Society Jeanne Robinson 520 455 

Neighbourhood Plan Jess Cunningham 520 056  

Parish Council  Peter James (Chair) &  Sarah Harvey Clerk 01328 823391 

Pre-School Pip Grange 07807 185 746  

Police Non-emergency 101 

School Kirsten Stibbon 520 362 

Tennis and Multi-Sports Club Steven Gould 07557 357415 

Village  Hall Hall & Bar & Debs Lambert 520 588 

Village Stores and Deli Mark and Kerry Eldridge 520 272 

Daryl  Stratton 
PLUMBING & HEATING 
Oil Boiler Installation and Repairs. 

Oil Boiler Servicing. 
Bathroom Installation  
and Shower Rooms. 

Every aspect of your plumbing and heating 
needs undertaken 

01485 542 576 or 07818 602 258 

 

General Gardening and Pest Control 

Justin Anderson 

For any enquiries please contact Justin on:  
Mobile: 07879 087497 
Email: justinanderson0876@gmail.com 
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 You are invited to a ‘Book Launch and Celebration 
about Tina’, on Saturday October 14th at 7pm 

Do you remember Tina Swann? 
She lived in the village and liked to pop into neighbours’ 
houses just to say hello and see if there was a biscuit on 
offer! She would ask her usual questions as to the fami-
lies’ welfare and then come home to tell us the news and 
to have her tea!        She loved her life. 
If you want to know more about Tina and her family, then 
come to Great Massingham village hall, Saturday, Octo-
ber 14th at 7pm. There will be pictures and songs, Tina’s 
favourites, chats and gossip and finger refreshments.  
  Everyone is welcome. Free entry. 

We will be launching the book ‘INCLUDING ME’  
written by Josette, aka Tina’s mum. (see cover left)  

At £12 per copy, all profits go to charity. Please come. 

If you can’t make it, call Josette on 01485 520374  

IF YOU DRIVE A CAR AND 

CAN SPARE A LITTLE 

TIME……  

 

 

 

 

Please call us 
01485 520823 

You are invited to a ‘Book Launch and Celebration 
about Tina’, on Saturday October 14th at 7pm 

Do you remember Tina Swann? 
She lived in the village and liked to pop into neighbours’ 
houses just to say hello and see if there was a biscuit on 
offer! She would ask her usual questions as to the fami-
lies’ welfare and then come home to tell us the news and 
to have her tea!  She loved her life. 
If you want to know more about Tina and her family, then 
come to Great Massingham village hall, Saturday, October 
14th at 7pm. There will be pictures and songs, Tina’s  
favourites, chats and gossip and finger refreshments.  

Everyone is welcome. Free entry. 
We will be launching the book ‘INCLUDING ME’  
written by Josette, aka Tina’s mum. (see cover left)  

At £12 per copy, all profits go to charity. Please come. 

If you can’t make it, call Josette on 01485 520374  

Please see our advert left about the  
URGENT need for  

Community Cars drivers.  
There is a real driver shortage! 

If you are interested in volunteering for 
the scheme, please get in touch.  

Neil Steed 07854114635 or 
Neil.steed@btinternet.com 

 

MOBILE LIBRARY NEXT VISITS 
 

27 October & 24th November 2023  
 

Outside 59 Station Rd  1.35 to 2.15 pm 
Outside the Church    2.20 to 2.40 pm 

Weasenham Rd—2.45 to 2.55 pm 

Some October 2023 ‘Dates at a Glance’ 

Date Event Time Place 

2 /16/30 Oct Craft & Chat 2pm onwards Village Hall Bar 

6 Oct BINGO 7 for 7.30pm Village Hall 

7 Oct Music Hall Memories 7.30pm Village Hall 

9 Oct Parish Council Meeting 7.30pm Village Hall 

14 Oct Coffee Morning 10am St Mary’s Church 

17 Oct Community Lunch 12.30 for 1pm Village Hall Bar 

19 Oct Film Night 7 for 7.30pm Village Hall 

20 Oct Historical Society 7.30pm Village Hall 

21 Oct Country & Western Dance 7.00pm Village Hall  

26 Oct Quiz Night 7.30pm Village Hall Bar 

mailto:Neil.steed@btinternet.com

