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The Mallard 
Issue 404                                                                 October 2025 

MASSINGHAM HISTORICAL  
SOCIETY’S SEPTEMBER EXHIBITION  

IMPRESSED IT’S MANY VISITORS   
 

Anthony Robinson, founder and senior  
archivist of the Historical Society, has been  
collecting photographs of the village and village 
life for over 35 years. Together with his wife 
Jeanne and others, the society has been steadily 
organising and annotating this vast, fascinating 
archive and presenting it, section by section, at 
its monthly meetings in the Village Hall. How-
ever, the Society’s biennial exhibitions in St 
Mary’s church create the opportunity to show what is being accomplished in its totality. 
This year’s two-day exhibition (Saturday 13th & Sunday 14th September) was impressive 
both in scale and in the meticulous descriptions of the great many photographs. There 
was sufficient material to occupy both the nave and chancel (see photograph by Joanne  
Arnold). Furthermore, the organisation into distinct and meaningful sections gave varied 
yet focussed insights into the lives of residents and into the places they lived, worked and 
enjoyed themselves.  The displays ranged from an account of the history of Massingham 
Heath, to the local railway, the Brownies and Guides, past trades and tradesmen,  
St Mary’s church, Andrew Bickerton’s pantomime productions, RAF Massingham, the 
Massingham Fire Brigade, and much more. Almost every facet of the village’s past was 
covered. Not surprisingly, the exhibition was busy throughout the weekend and groups 
of friends were often seen gathered around a particular display, sharing their memories 
before moving on to enjoy excellent tea and cakes in the west nave. We are very fortu-
nate to have our village’s past documented in this way. But it’s a never-ending chronicle 
and the Society is always pleased to receive photographs and artifacts that show still 
more of the Massingham's’ compelling story.                                               Mike Jackson            

SAVE THE DATE 
SUNDAY 12TH OCTOBER  

12PM - 4PM 
RAFFLE TICKETS ARE NOW ON SALE at the 

pub, village shop, and village hall (card payments 
available at the pub).   

 

PRIZES INCLUDE: £200 cash, £100 cash, 
a flight experience with Lex Brun 

Plus more prizes worth up to £1,700! 
See the separate flyer, or check at the pub, shop, 

or village hall for full details.  
All proceeds go to the new inclusive  
playground – come and be part of it! 
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• Photography Exhibition 
• Fundraising Fete 
• Harpley VH Events 
• Coffee Morning 
• Christmas Fayre 
• Shoe Box Appeal 
• Bingo 
• Craft & Chat 
• Lunch Bunch Munch 
• Film Night 
• Historical Society 
• Quiz Night (DD PH) 
• Quiz Night (VH) 
• Yard Sales 2025 
• News from the Hall 
• SWLA Heath Project 
• Heritage Open Day 
• Climate Change Or.. 
• Neighbourhood Plan 
• Parish Council 
• Church Services 
• Parish Walks 
• Fakenham Choral Soc. 
• From the Rector 
• Travels with Paul….. 
• Useful Contacts 
• The Phone Rang….. 
• Mobile Library Visits 
• Dates at a Glance 

This parish magazine is 
published every month for 
the residents of Great and 
Little Massingham with the 

support of the Great 
Massingham Parish 

Council, the Parochial 
Church Council and 

Massingham Village Hall 
Trustees. 

 

Contact Details: 
Editor: Sarah Harvey  
 

Byanoak, Leicester Road, 
South Creake, NR21 9PW 
 
 

Tel: 01328 823391 
 

e-mail: 
themallardeditor@gmail.com 
 

Website:  
www.greatmassingham.net 

 

Deadline for the 
next issue 

 

17th October 
2025 

In This Issue 

HARPLEY VILLAGE HALL 
Regular Events 

Chair Fit: Mondays 10.30 -11.15am 
Harpley Choir: Mondays 7.30pm 
Pilates: Tuesdays 6.15 – 7.15pm 

 

Table Tennis Club: Thursdays 5.00 – 7.00pm –  
4 tables available as well as Robot. Adults £3 Juniors £2.  

Exercise, Social atmosphere and fun. 
 

Fitness Pilates: Fridays: Fridays 9.00am 
Contact: Harpleylive@gmail.com or  

visit www.harpleyvillagehall.uk 

SHOEBOX APPEAL 
Thank you so much to everyone who has knitted, donated 
items, or helped find boxes. Each shoebox requires a £3  

contribution to cover transport costs so they can reach the  
children, and any donations towards this would be greatly  

appreciated.  
We are still in need of shoeboxes, knitted items, and small gifts 

to include, so all contributions are most welcome.  
If not at home, please leave any donations in the greenhouse. 

Jenny Borley - 01485 520542 

COFFEE MORNING and ARTS & CRAFTS SALE 
 

Harpley Village Hall 
Saturday 11th October 2025 - 10am – 1pm 

Come along to Chill Out and Chat with Coffee & Cake.   
 

Proceeds of stalls to King's Lynn Night Shelter 
Profit from refreshments will be shared with the  

Village Hall. 
Contact Rosemary Mehers (01485 521866) for more details 

or if you can help in any way. 

CHRISTMAS FAYRE In aid of the Donkeys 
 

Saturday 1st November  
at Harpley Village Hall from 10.00 am 

Come along and enjoy a festive morning while supporting a 
wonderful cause! 

Large Raffle with great prizes, Refreshments, Tombola 
Books & Jumble, Bric-a-brac,  

Special Donkey-themed items for sale 
Meet some of the donkeys and show your support for the 

amazing work Karen and David are doing. 
We’d love to see you there!  

mailto:Harpleylive@gmail.com
http://www.harpleyvillagehall.uk/
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THE LUNCH MUNCH BUNCH 
Tuesday 14th October, Village Hall Bar 

Arrive 12.30pm, eat at 1pm  
Roast gammon dauphinoise potatoes and  

seasonal vegetables. Followed by custard tart  
Menu £8.00 

 Come & meet friends for a chat.  
The Bar will be  open.  

To book lunch please contact  
Deborah Lambert on 

07493 406501 by Friday 10th October 

CRAFT & CHAT  
at the Village Hall Bar 

Monday 13th & Monday 27th October 
                From 2:00pm onwards 

 

Maybe we would like to make 
some poppies for the beginning of 
November for a British Legion 
donation.  Entirely up to  
individuals of course! 

Everyone welcome.      Sue Nash 

 

Friday 1st October & 
Friday 24th October 

‘Innuendo Bingo’ 
Doors open 7 pm,  

Eyes down for 7.30pm 
At GM Village Hall 

FILM NIGHT  

7 for 7.30pm 

Thursday 16th October 

   ‘Four Mothers’ 
£5  

(plus a complementary 

drink) 

at the Village Hall  

 QUIZ NIGHT AT THE DABBLING DUCK 
The next scheduled event is on 21st October at 7.30pm when we will be raising money  

for Massingham Wanderers Youth Football Club. 
Entry will be £30 per team, maximum of six, plus there will be a raffle and a 50:50 bag.    

The winning team will receive six vouchers entitling each holder to a Sunday lunch main 
course. 

There will be a subsidised main course meal on the night. 
 I will advise this to anyone who is registered to receive the email newsletters.  

 We request that you are seated at your table by 6.45pm 
It is essential that you book your place in advance so please email 

me: robertcharlestaylor@live.com or call me: 07908 244421. 

MASSINGHAM HISTORICAL SOCIETY NEEDS YOUR HELP! 
Do you have any wedding photos from before 1975 taken at Great or Little  

Massingham churches?  If so, please email antmassingham@gmail.com – we’d love to 
include them in our upcoming display.  

mailto:robertcharlestaylor@live.com
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Mallard News 

Shop window 

 

QUIZ NIGHT AT GREAT MASSINGHAM VILLAGE HALL 
 

 Thursday 27th November to be held in the bar of the Village Hall at 7.30pm.  
Entry is £2.00 per person or £4.00 for non-members.  

Either come along as a team, maximum of six, or join a team on the night. 
Your quizmaster for the night will be Ptolemy McKinnon  

Please do not hesitate to email me, robertcharlestaylor@live.com, or call me on  
07908 244421 for further information. 

 

There will be no quiz in December, but we’ll be back in the Village Hall on Thursday 
22nd January 2026.We’re also on the lookout for new quizmasters! If you’d like to host 
an evening, why not give it a go? The quiz can follow any format or theme you choose. 

If you’re interested, please get in touch – we’d love to hear from you. 

GREAT MASSINGHAM YARD SALES 2025 
 

This years yard sales took place on Sunday 17th August. Over 30 entrants held yard sales 
at their respective homes or on the village green. Entries this year included some from 
neighbouring villages including Harpley and Rougham. 
Overall feedback was generally positive and  drew visitors from far and wide into the 
village on the look out for bargains. Yard sale pitches were spread across the village 
making use of the location map essential. Our yard sales are always popular because of 
the wide variety of items on offer and this year was no exception with examples includ-
ing a fully rigged Topper sailing dinghy or a tandem bicycle! 
The event raised £205 and the proceeds have been donated to the village playground 
redevelopment fund. 
Special thanks to Gemma, Lucy and the team and the village PO for help collecting entry 
fees and sales of maps.                                                                          Graham Woodcock 
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Shop window 

 Phone: 01485 520637 
Mobile: 07780 776576 

Approved coal and 
solid fuel merchant 

For Quality Fuels at the 
Best Prices 

White Cottage, School Road, Necton (opp Rectory

TV, Video, DVD & Satellite Sales, Set-up & Repairs 

• Free Estimates 

• All Makes & Models 
• Qualified Engineer 

• 30 Years Experience 

• Work Guaranteed 
• Discount for OAP’s 

• Sales, Repairs, Installations & Tuning Services 

 

All building work undertaken 
Quality assured. Renovation & newbuild 

15, Cross Street, Harpley, King’s Lynn PE31 6TJ 

sandrreeve@gmail.com 

Carol Walker MCFHP MAFHP 
Registered Member of the British  

Association of Foot Health Professionals 

Foot Health Practitioner 

Foot Healthcare in Your Home 
Contact: carolwalker3060@gmail.com 

Tel: 07714 192 521  

HOME   IMPROVEMENT   SERVICES 

H. I. S. 

Tim Margereson 
3 Weasenham Rd 

Gt. Massingham PE32 2EY 

TRADITIONAL 
BUILDING 

WORKS 
& 

RENOVATIONS 
Call 07786 618787 or  

01485 520745 

 

Ducklings Preschool  
Great Massingham    

Charity Number 91991 
 
 

For children age 2-4  
     

Contact us now to arrange a visit   
 

ducklingspreschool@aol.com 
or text 07807 185746  

 

 
WE’RE OPEN 

Monday - Saturday  7am - 7pm 
Sunday  9am - 7pm 

 

WE’VE GOT 
Chilled food, chilled produce, lunch to go  

including award winning Bray’s Cottage pork pies 
and sausage rolls, chilled wine and beer, Lottery, 

newspapers, fresh rolls, Post Office, pay Station for 
bill payment, dry cleaning Service, winter fuel.  

 

CONTACT US ON 
     email: info@massinghamstores.co.uk 

phone: 01485 520272 
 website: www.massinghamstores.co.uk 

massingham stores and post office 

about:blank
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NEWS FROM THE HALL 
 

September at the Hall started with a bang! 
The bar was absolutely packed and  
buzzing with both local fans, as well as a 
large number of ‘visitors’ who sang and 
danced away the evening along to the 
music of the ever-popular band - DNA. 
£2.00 for guest admission or free if you 

have the annual club membership of only £12.50!  
 

In case you did not notice them, we were honoured to host the International Pilgrims on 
one of their stops whilst making their annual pilgrimage to Walsingham. They numbered 
nearly 400 and were the perfect guests - a great compliment to us that they choose to stay 
with us on a regular basis.  
 

The MacMillan Coffee Morning - or Afternoon in this case - was another great success. 
Such a fantastic cause, hopefully you were all able to drop in… And, talking about 
worthwhile causes, make a date in your diary for 12th October. The Parish Council is in 
the process of obtaining financial help to install a brand new - top of the range - play 
area. However, they are required to contribute a substantial sum of money to put towards 
the funding. Therefore, on Sunday, 12th October, there will be a large  
Fundraising Fete held in the hall and field. PLEASE support this; all monies raised are 
going towards brand new facilities for your village, particularly the children.  ANY  
donations of help before or on the day, or items to sell or use on the tombola stall will be 
hugely appreciated.  
The Tennis Club had a very successful summer of team tennis and have planned a  
variety of interesting challenges for Autumn. Junior Coaching has started again—contact 
Ashley - 07787121312 for information and to book a place.  
 

Before telling you what’s coming up in October, Community Cars, based at the hall, is 
desperate for more drivers as demand goes up and driver numbers decrease. If you sign 
up, they would be grateful for ANY trips you can do - as many as you want or as few as 
you can - even one a year would be appreciated. You will be paid .45 per mile - from 
your house to destination and back home. It is in many ways a lifeline to those who do 
not have an alternative - please think about it.  
 

Back to October - any help at all to help to do a major tidy up of the hall and its  
surroundings would be very, very much appreciated! Saturday, 4th October - starting at 
10 am. Just time to have a rest before returning to the bar and joining the always popular 
Mick Fisher in the bar at 7 pm—tickets £7. As well as the usual activities booked for 
October, Creative Arts East is bringing Mindful Dance with The Vanhulle Dance 
Theatre to the hall. Laura and Oliver will run an uplifting dance workshop in a relaxed 
and supportive environment! This mindful dance session offers gentle, soothing  
exercises that encourage self-expression, creativity, and well-being. No experience  
needed - but do wear some comfortable clothes… 1pm on 15th October. The Bingo 
evening on 24th October will be just a little unusual - it’s Innuendo Bingo - adults only, 
please!  
And finally, looking into the future - the hall is hosting an evening with well known  
Medium, John Julian: 27th November at 7.30 pm. Tickets - £10 - via the bar.  
 

Have a great October - back soon with November’s news … 

Mallard News 
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Landlords Electrical Testing 
Electrical Upgrades 
All Work Fully Insured  

For your free estimate please call Adam Prime on 

 01485 601141 
 07765 786709 
primenetworkgrp@gmail.com 

Shop window 

     

 

 Over 25 years experience,  

17Th Edition qualified,  

Part P registered 

LOGS READY TO BURN 
 

KINDLING AND LOG 
NETS ALSO AVAILABLE 

 

SUPPLIED & DELIVERED 
 
 

CALL MARK 
07766223438 or email  

markmark.bane@gmail.com 

 

PRIVATE WING WITH TWO BEDROOMS,  
SNOOKER ROOM, BREAKFAST ROOM - KITCHENETTE 

AND GARDEN 

Contact Su’en Miller 
Tel:     01485 520 988 
Mob:   07968 246 083 
Email:suen.miller1@gmail.com  
Or book via www.airbnb.co.uk  

Parsley Barn, 
Weasenham Rd, 
Great Massingham, 
King’s Lynn, 
PE32 2EY 

Breakfast    8.00am - 10am 
Lunch     Midday - 2.30pm  
   and reduced menu 2.30pm to 5.30pm 
Evening    5.30pm - 9pm 
Sunday    Midday - 8.00pm 

Pizza and Street Food  

In the Barn, Garden or as 
Takeaway on  

Fridays and Saturdays 

From 3pm 
Order from the Pub or online  

For more information visit 
www.thedabblingduck.co.uk 

THE DABBLING DUCK 
11 Abbey Rd, Great Massingham.  

01485 520 827 

The Dabbling Duck 

 

 For advice you can trust 

1 Old Post Office Street, Fakenham, Norfolk NR21 9BL 
Tel: 01328 863 131 
Also at:  15 Market Place, Holt, Norfolk NR25 6BE 
Tel: 01263 712 023 
email: ba@butcherandrews.co.uk - www.butcherandrews.co.uk 

 

32 Walcups Lane, Great Massingham, PE32 2HR  
Email: nealedavies4@gmail.com 
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SWLA MASSINGHAM HEATH PROJECT NEWS 
Since the August events in the village, a number of artists have visited again and  
produced further work to record life on the Heath.  Among them has been Dafila Scott, 
daughter of the great conservationist and founder of the World Wildlife Fund, Sir Peter 

Scott.  Dafila has been particular-
ly drawn to the livestock and here 
has drawn the herd of Bagot 
goats. A large selection of the 
artworks will be heading to  
London next month to be part of 
the Society’s annual exhibition 
The Natural Eye at the Mall  
Galleries, very near to Admiralty 
Arch.  This will be featured in a 
special exhibit known as the  

Out of the Frame Room, showing the work as it was produced in the field, along with 
information about Massingham Heath, the artists and project.   
Massingham Heath has also provided the 
cover design for the exhibition catalogue and 
will appear in advertising.  A beautiful silk 
screen print of a summer view across 
Massingham Heath by Carry Akroyd has 
been selected for this and we are pleased to 
include it here. Carry’s print shows a red kite 
over one of the meadows looking north 
across the valley with the Grimston to 
Massingham Road hidden in the dip.   
Carry says “As a printmaker I work more in 
my studio than out in the field.  I wander 
around making notes in the landscape and 
hope to then capture something of my  
experience before it fades from my mind’s 
eye.  The Heath has been wonderfully  
inspirational for me.”  The exhibition has a preview day on October 15th with official 
opening by musician David Gray and the public days are from the 16th to 25th.   
More details on www.mallgalleries.org.uk                                                     Tim Baldwin 

ST ANDREWS’S CHURCH  

HERITAGE OPEN DAY  

The 13th September was a great day 
at St Andrew’s when the church 
opened for the Heritage Open Day 
Festival. We welcomed new visitors 
from far and wide. There was plenty 
to talk about and lots to discover as 
the building and churchyard were 
toured! The weather tried but didn’t 
succeed in dampening anyone’s  
enthusiasm!             Rosemary Jewers 
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Our current development boundary is shown on the map. 
This could be adjusted by the Neighbourhood  

Development Plan to encourage more infill housing should 
landowners wish to apply to the Borough Council for  

appropriate planning permission. In general, there is a 
presumption in favour of development within the boundary 
compared to outside it. Consequently, selective expansion 
of the current boundary could encourage the small-scale 

increase in Great Massingham’s housing stock that  
residents have told us they wish to see.   

What are your views?  
PLEASE COME TO THE MEETING  

AND HAVE YOUR SAY 
Monday 6th October , 6pm – 7.30 pm (Village Hall). 

 

Enquiries: Jess Cunningham (Chair, NDP Steering Group) 
      Tel/text: 0795643975: E-mail: gmndplan@yahoo.com 

GREAT MASSINGHAM  
NEIGHBOURHOOD DEVELOPMENT PLAN 

 

Topic for Consideration  
POSSIBLE CHANGES TO THE DEVELOPMENT 

BOUNDARY 

CLIMATE CHANGE OR JUST A LONG HOT SUMMER? 
 

Two species well worth looking out for are now resident in 
our parish. 
 

The Ivy Bee (Colletes hederae) 
This is a new arrival to the UK, first appearing on the south 
coast in 2001. It is a species of solitary bee, making its nest 
in sandy soils or banks, where it can form quite large  
colonies of individual bees. Feeding on the flowers of ivy, it 
usually appears from September to November when these 
plants are in flower.  I spotted these on the ivy growing 
along our south facing wall. In the warm afternoon  
sunshine, the ivy flowers were alive with these busy  
workers collecting pollen and nectar. 

 

The Wasp Spider (Argiope bruennichi) 
This magnificent spider is a native of southern Europe. 
With the gradual warming it has spread northwards into 
the UK. I spotted my first one about fifteen years ago, 
where it was exciting naturalists in south Wiltshire. 
Now, it has become quite common on Massingham 
Heath. About 2cm long, once you have spotted one, it 
is quite easy to find more. Look for a bowl-shaped  
depression in long meadow grass, which the spider 
makes by spinning silk to pull down the grass stems. 
The spider then sits in the middle, waiting for its prey. 
Despite its fearsome appearance, they are quite  
harmless and will not bite or sting!             Peter James 



10 

 

 

GREAT MASSINGHAM PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Playground Funding Progress – and How You Can Help 
The Parish Council is pleased to share positive progress in securing funding for our  
community project. At the recent meeting, councillors approved the next steps for major 
external grant applications, alongside acceptance of funding already awarded. 

• National Lottery: A second-round application is being prepared for up to £140,000. 

• FCC Communities Foundation: An application will be submitted for £100,000, 
which requires matched funding and a local contribution of around £10,750 (known 
as “Contributing Third Party” support). 

• Rural England Prosperity Fund (REPF): We have already secured a £50,000 
grant, specifically allocated to playground improvements. The Council will now 
move forward with signing the acceptance documents. 

These grants represent a significant step towards making the new playground a reality. 
However, unlocking the FCC Communities Foundation funding depends on us raising 
the £10,750 local contribution. 
We’re delighted to share that, thanks to the generosity of a local business, £1,000 has 
already been pledged, leaving £9,750 still to raise. Every donation, large or small, will 
bring us closer to delivering this much-needed facility for children and families in our 
community. To donate, please contact the parish clerk at gmparishclerk@gmail.com. 
To help meet this target, a Fundraising Village Fete will be held on Sunday 12th  
October at the Village Hall. It promises to be a wonderful day full of fun, food, and  
activities for all ages, with every pound raised going directly to the playground fund. 
 

External Audit Completed:  Over the past month, the Parish Council’s annual accounts 
underwent an independent external audit carried out by PKF Littlejohn LLP, the  
appointed auditors for local councils. We are pleased to report that the audit has now 
been completed, and the auditors confirmed that the Council has complied fully with all 
proper practices and relevant legislation. Importantly, their review raised no matters of 
concern, which provides reassurance that the Council’s financial management continues 
to be sound, transparent, and well-governed. 
The full external auditor’s report is available for parishioners to view on the Parish 
Council website and on the village notice board. 
 

Parking on the Village Greens:  The Parish Council has agreed to set up a dedicated 
working group to consider the issue of parking on the village greens. The group will  
review current challenges, relevant legislation, and best practice guidance, with the aim 
of developing a clear and fair policy for the future management of parking. Updates will 
be shared with residents as this work progresses. 
 

Scotsman’s Pit and Post Office Pit Improvements:  At the recent Council meeting, a 
programme of works was proposed at Scotsman’s Pit. This will include cutting back  
vegetation on the property side to the existing fence line, reinstating three swims, and 
clearing vegetation and trees along the north side of the Pit. The Houghton Estate, as the 
lessor, will also be approached to ask for assistance with any tree work around  
Scotsman’s Pit.  The majority of this work will be carried out by volunteers, with the 
Council appointing a contractor to undertake specific tasks at Post Office Pit. Quotations 
for this contracted work are currently being sought. 
 

More Information:  Next Meeting: Monday 20th October at 7.30pm. 
To contact the Clerk, Sarah Harvey you can telephone 01328 823391, email  
gmparishclerk@gmail.com or write to Byanoak, Leicester Road, South Creake,  
NR21 9PW.  Visit the Parish Council website: www.greatmassingham-pc.info.   

mailto:gmparishclerk@gmail.com


11 

 

Shop window 

PRE-PAID  FUNERAL  PLANS 

CHAPELS OF  REST   l  MEMORIALS 

Behind every independent business  
is a family that cares 

 

www.tfs.co.uk 

King’s Lynn  01553 771 399  Swaffham 01760 721 305  
Dersingham  01485 598 598 

 
 
 

LOCAL, RELIABLE & FRIENDLY BUSINESS 

For all your plumbing needs from dripping taps & 
leaking toilets to full bathroom & heating installations. 

A.T. Norfolk Plumbing & Heating 
Call 01485 518 648 or 0773 333 5845 or  
Find us on GOOGLE & FACEBOOK 

Plumbing & Heating 
Company 

JJs Flowers 
Funeral Tributes,  

Weddings, Bouquets 
 

Miss Julie Morters 
01485 609 125 or  
07884 238 438 
justjulie71@icloud.com 
The Birches, St Andrews Lane, Congham, PE32 1DY 

JJs flowers  
@ JJs FlowersJulieMorters 
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Church Services                                October 2025 

Date                                                Time Service Location 

Wednesday 1st October 9.00 am Holy Communion Harpley 

Sunday 5th October 
16th Sunday after Trinity 

8.30 am 
9.30 am 

10.30 am 
10.30 am 

Holy Communion 
Family Service 
Holy Communion 
Family Service 

Roydon 
Harpley 
Grimston 
Gt Massingham 

Sunday 12th October 
17th Sunday after Trinity 

8.30 am 
10.30 am 
10.30 am 

Holy Communion 
Holy Communion 
Holy Communion 

Congham 
Gayton 
Gt Massingham 

Wednesday 15th October 9.00 am Holy Communion Grimston 

Sunday 19th October 
18th Sunday after Trinity 

9.30 am 
10.30 am 
10.30 am 

Sung Eucharist 
Holy Communion 
Songs of Praise 

Harpley 
Grimston 
Gt Massingham 

Sunday 26th October 
Last Sunday after Trinity 

8.30 am 
10.30 am 
10.30 am 

3.00 pm 

Holy Communion 
Holy Communion 
Holy Communion 
Celtic Service 

East Walton 
Gayton 
Lt Massingham 
Gayton Thorpe 

Sunday 2nd November 
4th Sunday before Advent 

8.30 am 
9.30 am 

10.30 am 
10.30 am 

Holy Communion 
Family Service 
Holy Communion 
Family Service 

Roydon 
Harpley 
Grimston 
Gt Massingham 

For more news and alterations to services please visit our benefice website at 
www.ggmbenefice.uk 

Walks Around the Parishes for 2025 
Sunday 12th October  - The last walk this year will be in Ashwicken starting at the 
Church a 3pm.  More details on the website or contact Rosemary Mehers  
rosemarymehers@hotmail.com or Rev’d Sue Martin revdsuemartin@gmail.com 

FAKENHAM CHORAL SOCIETY CHRISTMAS CONCERT  
 

Join us for a festive evening at Fakenham Parish Church 
on Saturday 13 December, 5.30pm (doors open 4.45pm).  

Programme highlights include Britten’s St Nicolas and 
Vivaldi’s Magnificat, plus seasonal music and favourite 

carols for everyone to join in. 
Free entry (retiring collection) 

Wine & soft drinks available, free mince pies at the interval 
A wonderful way to begin the Christmas celebrations! 

More info: www.fakenhamchoralsociety.org/forthcoming-1 

mailto:rosemarymehers@hotmail.com
mailto:revdsuemartin@gmail.com
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Message for Parishioners from Rev’d Sue Martin 

Dear Friends, 
Across our ten parishes,  from Ashwicken to Harpley, we have children 
and young people in our schools. It’s a new term, a new school year. Our 
primary schools are a unique part of our villages; Ashwicken CE Primary, 
Gayton CE Primary Academy. Harpley CE Primary, Holly Meadows Primary and  
Gt Massingham CE Primary. They are bursting with  life; children and staff working 
together. We have an abundance of creativity, amazing skills, a sense of exploration and 
a love of learning. 
Every step of our lives is involved in learning. Every day, every waking minute,  
wherever we are, and however old we may be, we are still learning. Education is the key! 
It is the key to our understanding, the foothold on which our ‘ladder of life’ is based. It 
fills our minds to grow, our hearts to understand and our souls to be refreshed. We all 
have a part to play in education, in our own lives and our families. Our education system  
is free from 4-18 years. In further education, young people can follow their hopes and 
dreams  finding a pathway to a career.  
Education is more than just finding a way to a good career choice, it is about finding 
ourselves: exploration, creativity, imagination, adventure, discovery, all of which can 
take us beyond our own lives and engage with the wide world. It is the way to finding 
our place in God’s world.  
In Mark’s Gospel chapter 8, verse 31, Jesus  spends time teaching the disciples and  
thousands of people too.  Jesus is recognised as a teacher and shows the power of  
teaching and learning. 
We are working in all our schools’ bringing children and parents into our churches. We 
have Harvest Festival Services with children taking part, being involved, bringing gifts 
for the Food Bank. 
Most of my working life has been as a teacher in primary schools and it never leaves 
you, that sense of buzz in a young person’s learning, still love it! 
God Bless and have a good October.          

Father, help us to follow our dreams to learn something new every day, to explore this 
wonderful world around us full of diversity, we can make such a difference to those we 

meet, if we follow your word and your teaching. Amen 
                                                                                      Rev’d Sue Martin, Assistant Priest 

 

TRAVELS WITH PAUL AROUND THE MEDITERRANEAN 
 

Saturday 18th October 2025 at St Nicholas Church, Gayton 
9.30 (for a prompt 10.00 start) – 12 Midday 

 

Your tour guide – Revd Dr Sue Woan 
No, it won’t be a lecture! 
Yes, it will be interactive! 

Yes, you will laugh and learn and leave 
wanting more! 

Please book a free place with  
Rev’d Sue Martin or Joy Smith  
revdsuemartin@gmail.com  or 

joysmith61@btinternet.com 
Free – but donations always welcome 

Please bring a Bible! 

mailto:revdsuemartin@gmail.com


14 

 

Shop window 

Heath Farm Shop 
Family  run business  

selling quality &  
bespoke meat and  

produce, from our own 
farm & local Suppliers 

Heath farm Shop, Lynn Lane,  
Great Massingham, Norfolk, PE32 2HJ 

01485 520 828 
Open 9 - 5, Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday 

9 - 6 Thursday and 9 - 1 Saturday 

PRIMROSE COTTAGE 
Weasenham Road, Great Massingham 

Self-catering accommodation  
Sleeps 2. Weekly or short breaks available, 
minimum 3 nights. Parking & dog friendly. 

Contact Christine Riches 
Tel:01485/520216, Mob: 0779 206 8143 

Email: c.riches21@btinternet.com 
website: www.christines-norfolk-cottages.co.uk 

Great Massingham  
Village Hall and Bar 

Opening Hours 
Monday to Thursday - 7pm to 10.30pm 

Friday - 7pm to 11.30pm 
Saturday 4pm to 11.30pm  

Sunday 12 noon to 6.00 pm 
With some flexibility for special events and 

occasions.  All Welcome.  
Please come along and support.  

Memberships  
due from the  

1st April.   
The fee is £12.50 
per person for  
all adults over  

eighteen. 

Excellent facilities. 
Good beer, wines and 
spirits at competitive 

prices.  Outdoor 
drinking area.  

WiFi, Pool Table & 
Sky on large screen. 

mailto:c.riches21@btinternet.com
http://www.christines-norfolk-cottages.co.uk
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Comprehensive stock to view at our 
showroom on  

The West Raynham Business Park. 

01328 838 665 
e-mail: firingsquadwoodburners@yahoo.com 

www.firingsquadwoodburners.com 

APPROVED CLEARVIEW STOCKIST 

FIRING 
SQUAD 
WOODBURNERS 

Useful Contacts 
Organisation           Contact             Phone No/Email Address 

Allotment Association Daisy Robinson 07979 723 288 

Biodiversity Project Tim Baldwin 520 813 

Borough Councillor Alistair Beales cllr.alistair.beales@west-norfolk.gov.uk  

Bell Ringing  Dale Gagen 520 024 

Bowls Club Malcolm Hipkin 520 393 

Cartshed Tearoom Jemma Whitmore 520 272 (Option 3) 

Church Contacts Stephen Hudson 07949 989 977  

Community Car Scheme Office 520 823 

Coronation Club Jill Whitmore 520 609 

County Councillor Stuart Graham Dark 07450 679 355 

Craft & Chat Sue Nash 520 476 & 07802670711  

Dabbling Duck Pub Mark Dobby 520 827 

Doctors Massingham Surgery 520 521 

The Film Night Arthur Allen 07810 042816  

Fishing Warden Connor Macleod PC Clerk 01328 823391 

Trefoil Guild Rita Gostling 520 730 

Massingham Historical Society Jeanne Robinson 520 455 

Massingham Stores & Post Office Mark Eldridge 520 272 (Options 1 & 2) 

Neighbourhood Plan Jess Cunningham gmndplan@yahoo.com  

Parish Council Sarah Harvey (Clerk) 01328 823391 

Pre-School Pip Grange 07807 185 746 

Police Non-emergency 101 

School Hilary Myhill 520 362 

Tennis and Multi-Sports Club Steven Gould 07557 357415 

Village Hall (Hall & Bar) Debs Lambert 07717 416487  

mailto:cllr.alistair.beales@west-norfolk.gov.uk
mailto:gmndplan@yahoo.com
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Some October 2025 ‘Dates at a Glance’ 

Date Event Time Place 

1/24 October Bingo 7.00pm for 7.30pm Village Hall 

4 October Mick Fisher (Country & Western) 7.00pm Village Hall Bar 

6 October NDP Development Boundary Discussion  6.00pm to 7.30pm Village Hall 

12 October Fundraising Village Fete 12 Midday to 4.00pm Village Hall/Field 

13/27 October Craft & Chat 2.00pm to 4.00pm Village Hall Bar 

14 October The Lunch Bunch Munch 12.30 for 1.00pm Village Hall Bar 

15 October Creative Arts East - Mindful Dance 1.00pm to 3.00pm Village Hall 

16 October Film Night - Four Mothers 7.00pm for 7.30pm  Village Hall 

17 October Historical Society - Archive Evening 7.30pm Village Hall 

19 October Auction 12 Midday to 4.00pm Village Hall 

20 October Parish Council Meeting 7.30pm Village Hall 

21 October Quiz Night 7.30pm Dabbling Duck PH 

THE PHONE RANG………at 01.40 on the morning of July 19th. The voice at the  
other end of the phone said: I am the Registrar at the Norfolk & Norwich Hospital  
………….I need you to come in immediately. I sat on the edge of the bed, the minutes 
on the bedside clock slipping by, I was alone - the call was about Vivien, I was unable to 
drive due to surgery on my arm. 
I made a phone call which was answered by Jules. She picked me up and drove the 33 
miles to the Hospital. A Team of six medics were waiting for me. Surgeon Mr John  
Phillips introduced himself, and said “We have no alternative but to perform a  
tracheostomy, and I have to advise you that there is a 25% - 50% chance that it will not 
be successful”. Please go ahead I replied - his words still sinking in, when the  
Anaesthetist said: “Due to timeframes I will not be able to administer an anaesthetic”. I 
understood I replied. 
This article is more about the amazing people who came forward at our desperate time of 
need. Mr Phillips and his Team as well as the other Teams at the NNUH - who have been 
nothing short of amazing in every respect. As I write Vivien has been in NNUH for  
approaching seven weeks. The many people in Great Massingham with their offers of 
help, those whose help we were able to accept, those who constantly enquired after 
Vivien’s progress, have been incredible, and greatly appreciated. I visited Vivien every 
day in the first month, again the kindness of those who drove me to and from the hospital 
covering in excess of 2,500 miles and giving up 160 hours of their time. It is difficult to 
express our gratitude to so many people for the differing ways in which they offered help 
or gave help - as the saying goes - you know who you are! Thank you!      Robin Arbenz 

MOBILE LIBRARY VISITS   
24th October & 21st November 2025 

 

Outside 59 Station Rd 1.35 to 1.50 pm  
 Sunnyside 1.55 to 2.15 pm 

Outside the Church  2.20 to 2.40 pm  
Weasenham Rd 2.45 to 2.55 pm 


