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The Mallard 
Issue 370                                                        September 2022 

MACMILLAN COFFEE MORNING 
Friday 30th September at 10am 
Great Massingham Village Hall 

Preparations are now well underway for this very important event of 
Great Massingham’s calendar. We hope we can call on your support. As last year, both 
rooms will be used with outside seating as well, weather permitting.  
This is a chance to meet with friends and, at the same time, add to the 
huge sums raised in the village in recent years for this great cause.  

If you have anything to donate such as raffle or tombola prizes or 
other items, please contact Chrissie on 01485 520 173.  

Please Come along and give your support. Everyone welcome 
Please note: Raffle tickets will not be sold round the village but, in  

order not to miss people, anyone who cannot come, please contact Chrissie.  

Village Bowls  
Alive and Bowling!  

Massingham Bowls Club held The 
annual Derek Skipper Memorial 
Trophy competition on Saturday 
30th July.  
Thirty bowls players from 
Massingham, Houghton and 
Rougham took part with the  final 
over eleven ends won by Colin 
Whitmore, Neal West and Allison 
Gagen. (pictured right) Well done 
to the winners and thank you to all 
who took part.  
This has been a good season for 
The Bowls Club. Over seventy 
matches have been played . Results, as we near the end of the season, are very good. 
Great Massingham teams are second in both the 1st and 2nd divisions of the ‘Brewery 
League’, 3rd and 5th in the Albert Victor League and are still in the Brewery Cups. The 
Great Massingham ‘A’ Team is also through to the final of the Albert Victor Subsidiary 
Cup competition. This is excellent news and so good to see so many people playing and 
enjoying the game.                                                                                    Malcolm Hipkin 

  30th  
September 

Be sure to remember…. 

Josette’s Garden Fete 
Proceeds for MENCAP  

3rd September from 11am to 2pm 
At 18 Castle Acre Road, Great Massingham. 

Fun for all the family 

The Village’s Famous  
Great Massingham Quiz Nights  

are back! See details on page 2 

Starting Thursday September 22nd 

7:30 pm in the Village Hall Bar. 
£1 per head entry. Cash prizes. 
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Mallard News 

Trefoil Guild 
After an interesting talk given by Mr Ashley from the 
charity ‘Norfolk Ambulance and Rescue Service’, at 
our July meeting, he was presented with a £100 
cheque donation towards the work of the charity.  

Our September meeting will be held  
on Tuesday 8th September, at the Village Hall, at 7pm. 

The subject is Origami (paper folding) 
Please join us. New members always welcome. 

• Bowls 
• Macmillan 
• Quiz Night 
• Trefoil Guild 
• Playgroup Request 
• Glass Disposal 
• Creative Arts East  
• Community Lunch 
• Historical Society 
• Bingo 
• Film Night 
• Craft & Chat 
• Rural Crime Contact 
• Parish Council 
• School News 
• Biodiversity Report 
• Norfolk Day 
• Summer Fun 
• GMNDP 
• From the Rector 
• Church News 
• Church Services 
• Shoebox Appeal 
• Sponsor Cycle 
• Hall Playing Field 

In this issue 

This parish magazine is published 
every month for the residents of Great 

and Little Massingham with the 
support of the Great Massingham 

Parish Council, the Parochial Church 
Council and Massingham Village Hall 

Trustees. 

www.greatmassingham.net 
e-mail: 
mallard.editor@btinternet.com 
 

Editor: Bev. Randall.  
6 Abbeyfields 
Great Massingham  
01485 520 899 
 

Website : Contact the 
Editor - Details above. 

Deadline for the 
next issue 

17th August 

Happy 90th Birthday for Shirley! 
A long standing member of the village, Shirley 
Rae, celebrated her 90th birthday at the end of 
July. Shirley and her friend, Mary Gilson, found-
ed the local Trefoil Guild group many years ago.  

Before that she set up an after school Monday Club. Young 
people from the village used to meet at her house and learn 
about and take part in various activities such as sport, cooking 
and crafts. From that day to this she has been affectionately 
known as ‘Tawny’.                Huge Birthday wishes Tawny!  

Great Massingham Playgroup 
 
 
 
 
Are you a parent, grandparent 

or carer of a child 3-30 months? 
            Would you like to: 
      Help start up a playgroup? 
Or join a playgroup with your 

child?    Please Email:  
ducklingspreschool@aol.com 

Village Hall Glass Disposal  
End of the Bottle Banks 

Sadly, because of increased 
fees for removing the glass at 
our bottle bank the Trustees at 
the Hall have made the deci-
sion to end the bottle bank 
because it is no longer viable.  
Thank you for all your support. 
Please now use your green 
bins for  bottle disposal. 

Creative Arts East… 21st September…. Village Hall 
Third Wednesday of every month from 1 to 3 pm   

A good time in the Village Hall at ‘Our Day Out’ 
Arthur Allen and others Report:   Eleven attended August’s 
session at the Village Hall. As at all such events the activity was 
led by an experienced professional who entertained us and gen-
tly led us through the activity of the day. We all enjoyed trying 
something new, and the organiser got us moving and shaking at 
a pace we could manage.        Most of those who came were 
getting on a bit, some a bit unsteady on their feet and others a bit 
forgetful but we had a lot of laughter and fun. The tea, cake and 
the chance to chat and meet others were all wonderful.  

All (including carers) are welcome. Just turn up.  
See you there on 21st September. 

Irene Allen, Wendy Henderson, Sandy Marchant,  
Arthur Allen, Joyce Thorogood  

QUIZ NIGHT  
DETAILS 

Form a team, or just 
come along & join in on 

the night.  
New Quiz masters or 

Mistresses are also need-
ed! SEE YOU ON THE  

22nd. SEPTEMBER 
Contact Peter James if 

you can help 
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Mallard News 

CRAFT & CHAT 
 September 5th & 19th   and October 3rd 

at 2pm, Village Hall Bar 

 

At Great Massingham Village Hall 
Friday 2nd September  

Doors open at 7pm - Eyes down at 7.30pm 
To be held on the first Friday  

of every month. 

COME AND JOIN US 

FILM NIGHT 
Thursday September15th   

7pm for 7.30pm  
at the Village Hall, cost £5 

‘House of Gucci’ 
Enjoy sheer soap opera  

absurdity, stunning scenery, 
lavish costumes and Lady 

Gaga's brilliant performance. 
 

 If you need help getting to and from Film 
Night, call Denny on 07887 927691.   

We'll do our best to help. 
Coming in October… ‘Elvis’ 

Community Lunch 
Massingham Village Hall Bar, Tuesday September 6th 

 Arrive from 12.30pm, eat at 1pm 
MENU: £8 

Hunter’s chicken, colcannon and seasonal vegetables.  
Vegi option - Leek and Broccoli bake with colcannon & vegetables. 
Treacle tart and cream or Cheese & Biscuits. Tea & Coffee 

Come & meet friends for a chat. The Bar will be  open to buy drinks. 
To book your lunch please contact Deborah Lambert on  or,  

email Debs Lambert on mrsdl1965@gmail.com  by Friday August 30th  

Great Massingham Historical Society 
September meeting 

Friday 16th September at 7.30pm 
Village Hall 

An evening spent looking through the archives, 
discussing possible research & a Photographic 

display of Massingham Primary pupils  
throughout the last 100 years.  

Rural Crimes Police Officer Contact 
PC Chris Shelley 07900 407 106 

Christopher.shelley@norfolk.police.uk 

Ride on Mower Donations 
Many thanks to everyone who has made a dona-
tion  towards the ride-on mower for the church-
yard. The donation box in the shop has raised 
£88.69 so far – thanks to Mark for letting us put 
the box there.   
We have also received direct donations making 
a total of £1283.69 at the moment.   
We are so grateful and having the mower will be 

brilliant. Our aim is £2500 and that means we are just over halfway there already! 
This just proves how kind the people in Great Massingham (and visitors who may have 
donated in the shop box) are.  Anyone wishing to donate can do so in the shop box or to     
Pip Brown, Keith Sillis or Bob Nash. (01485 520476)     Many thanks for your support. 

Please 
join us 

mailto:mrsdl1965@gmail.com
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2 luxurious dog-friendly 
self-catering holiday cottages 

Each sleeps 4 with an optional annexe 
to accommodate a further 2 guests 

 

Tranquil setting in beautiful countryside less than 
a mile outside Great Massingham 

Contact Gill on 01485 521748  or 07967 136960 
   Email: gill@westheathbarn.com 

See www.westheathbarn.com for more details 

Ducklings Preschool  
Great Massingham 

 
 

 
 

ducklingspreschool@aol.com 

07807185746 

NEED HELP? 
Support in your own home  

or out and about. 

Call Paul 07741 568 023 
DBS and references available 

Parish Council News…. 
GREAT MASSINGHAM PARISH COUNCIL - AUGUST MEETING 

Eight Parish Councillors attended  the 8th August meeting along with three parishioners.  
Village Greens - Norfolk County Council have completed the work to bund the verges 
to the greens leading to the junction opposite St Mary’s Church. Bollards have also been 
installed on two of the corners of the triangular section. This work was necessary in or-
der to deter parking along this stretch of the greens and to prevent further erosion of the 
verges. Following completion of the work, grass seed has been sown. However, given 
the extreme weather, further seed may need to be sown. Hopefully during the autumn 
winter, the verge will green up and blend in nicely with the surrounding area.  
Scotsman’s Pit - A number of concerns have been raised regarding the one metre no 
mow policy around the perimeter of Scotsman’s Pit. The Parish Council is aware of the 
excessive growth around the pit, especially two specific areas along Station Road. The 
Chairman has met with the Council’s grounds maintenance contractors, CGM Land-
scapes, in order to specifically ask them to tackle these two large areas of growth as a 
separate job. The Parish Council continues to monitor the no mow policy around the 
edge of the pit on a regular basis. The principle reasons behind the no mow decision, in 
liaison with FOSPGM, are to prevent further erosion around the edge of the pit. The full 
details can be read in the full minutes, for this meeting, on the Parish Council website. 
In brief, in the long term, the edge will be protected by aquatic based plants which gradu-
ally merge into the grass which will result in a natural transition zone between bank and 
pond, providing many benefits for fish and wildlife in and around the pond. As the pro-
portion of restored bank increases there will be less need for a no mow zone. 
Litter Bin Emptying – VOLUNTEERS DESPERATELY NEEDED. Anyone inter-
ested and willing to give up ten minutes or so of their time each week to empty a litter 
bin or two in the village,  please contact the Clerk, details below.  
Planning Applications Details -  Please see full minutes on the Parish Council website. 

Sarah Harvey 01328 823391 or email gmparishclerk@gmail.com  
Website www. greatmassingparishcouncil.org  
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Shop window 

 Phone: 01485 520637 
Mobile: 07780 776576 

Approved coal and 
solid fuel merchant 

For Quality Fuels at the 
Best Prices 

White Cottage, School Road, Necton (opp Rectory

TV, Video, DVD & Satellite Sales, Set-up & Repairs 

• Free Estimates 

• All Makes & Models 

• Qualified Engineer 

• 30 Years Experience 

• Work Guaranteed 

• Discount for OAP’s 

• Sales, Repairs, Installations & Tuning Services 

 

All building work undertaken 
Quality assured. Renovation & newbuild 

15, Cross Street, Harpley, King’s Lynn PE31 6TJ 

sandrreeve@gmail.com 

 
By 

Based in and around Great Massingham 
Call/Text: 07825 234293 

Leanne Elton 

Carol Walker MCFHP MAFHP 
Registered Member of the British  

Association of Foot Health Professionals 

Foot Health Practitioner 

Foot Healthcare in Your Home 
Contact: carolwalker3060@gmail.com 

Tel: 07714 192 521  

 

THE 
CARTSHED 
TEAROOM 

  
Church Lane 

Great  
Massingham 

 

01485 520 272 
 

Opening times 9am to 4pm, 7 days a week. 
All food cooked and prepared with local  

ingredients and all cakes home made. The Hot 
chocolate (ideal for winter) is award winning! 

email: info@thecartshedtearoom.co.uk  
website: www.thecartshedtearoom.co.uk 
To look at the menu or book a table. 

HOME   IMPROVEMENT   SERVICES 

H. I. S. 

Tim Margereson 
3 Weasenham Rd 

Gt. Massingham PE32 2EY 

TRADITIONAL 
BUILDING 

WORKS 
& 

RENOVATIONS 
Call 07786 618787 or  

01485 520745 
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Great Massingham and Harpley C of E Primary Schools Federation News 
A big thank you to all our parents, carers and families, in both our schools, for their sup-
port during the last academic year. This is highly valued and we are looking forward to 
the year ahead, hopefully with Covid as a more-distant memory.  
We also thank the staff of both schools who have worked tirelessly to provide our chil-
dren with a broad, balanced and exciting curriculum. We have been able to share this 
with parents at our various ‘finales’ and these have been very special occasions. Our reg-
ular, weekly bulletins have also been a successful way of keeping parents up to date with 
all the school activities and progress.  
In the August Mallard we said some of our goodbyes but we have one special goodbye to 
say now and that is to Mrs Ann Beardall. Ann took on her headship at Harpley 16 years 
ago. She then took Great Massingham under her wing 9 years ago, when the Federation 
was formed. She retired as Head Teacher in 2020 but remained on our staff as SENCO 
(Special Educational Needs Coordinator) for two days a week. Ann has been totally dedi-
cated to the wellbeing and education of our Federation.  
A farewell party took place at Harpley School, in June, to recognise Ann’s outstanding 
contribution. Included below is a Thank You, to our two communities, from Ann.  

I would like to thank everyone at Great Massingham and Harpley Schools for my re-
tirement gift of a brand new ipad. It is something that I will take with me on the travels 
I have planned for retirement and, while is it is not exactly a sentimental souvenir of 
the schools, it is exactly what I wanted! I don’t need an object to remind me of my time 
at Harpley School and Great Massingham School because I have a treasure trove of 
wonderful memories to keep with me! 
I know the schools will continue to flourish and thrive and I am immensely proud to 
have played a part  in the development of two amazing school families.  
My 16 years at Harpley and my 9 years at Massingham have meant so much to me. It 
has been an honour and a privilege to work with fantastic colleagues, families and chil-

dren and to be part of such wonderful village communities. So although I may be a 
‘Townie’ I will always feel like a Harpley and Massingham ‘Village Girl’ and both 

villages will always have a very special place in my heart.          Ann Beardall 

WHAT’S ON AT WESTACRE THEATRE?....         
for much more information and to book  www.westacretheatre.com   or  TEL: 01760 755 800      

Here is a summary of ‘What’s on When’ in September’ ……. 

• Westacre Drive-in Cinema - SPEDERMAN:NO WAY HOME - 2 Sept. 8pm, £25 per car. 

• On the Studio Stage - WAR OF THE WORLDS (ON A BUDGET) - 3 Sept 7.30pm £12 
adults £10 under 16’s. Suitable for ages12+ 

• On the Studio Screen from NT live - MUCH ADO ABOUT NOTHING - 8 Sept. - 7pm for 
£12 . Dining available for pre-booking. 

• VOCAL MASTERCLASS with Sadie Grist. 10 Sept. 10.30am to 4.30pm for £25 

• On the Studio Stage with Whiting’s on the Wall Production - VOICES OF NORFOLK - 
‘The tide comes somehow across’ 15 Sept. 7.30pm for £12. 

• SEASCAPES with Bryony Knight. Learn to paint with oils.               
All materials & notes provided. 18 Sept. from 10am to 3pm for £85.   

 June 
and July 
Results 

June Draw  
1st prize – Alison Johns 
2nd prize – Deke Overson 
3rd prize – Carol Walker 

July Draw  
1st prize – Cyril Gillett 
2nd prize – Ann Bowen 
3rd prize – Elaine Wingell 



7 

 

Shop window 

     

 

 Over 25 years experience,  

17Th Edition qualified,  

Part P registered 

 

32 Walcups Lane, Great Massingham, PE32 2HR  
Email: nealedavies4@gmail.com 

M B LOGS 
DRY STORED, SEASONED, 
SPLIT WOOD 
 

SUPPLIED & DELIVERED 
CALL MARK 

07766223438 or email  
markmark.bane@gmail.com 

LOCAL LADY  
GARDENER 

07859 710199 

Lisa Hobart 
Gardening  Services 

@lisahobartgardenservices 

 

PRIVATE WING WITH TWO BEDROOMS,  
SNOOKER ROOM, BREAKFAST ROOM - KITCHENETTE 

AND GARDEN 

Contact Su’en Miller 
Tel:     01485 520 988 
Mob:  07968 246 083 
Email:suen.miller1@gmail.com  
Or book via www.airbnb.co.uk  

Parsley Barn, 
Weasenham Rd, 
Great Massingham, 
King’s Lynn, 
PE32 2EY 

Breakfast    8.00am - 10am 
Lunch     Midday - 2.30pm  
   and reduced menu 2.30pm to 5.30pm 
Evening    5.30pm - 9pm 
Sunday    Midday - 8.00pm 

Pizza and Street Food  

In the Barn, Garden or as 
Takeaway on  

Fridays and Saturdays 

From 3pm 
Order from the Pub or online  

For more information visit 
www.thedabblingduck.co.uk 

THE DABBLING DUCK 
11 Abbey Rd, Great Massingham.  

01485 520 827 

The Dabbling Duck 
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 Biodiversity Project News - Open Day Report 

I t was good to welcome visitors 
to our Open Day and BioBlitz 

event on 23rd July. Despite the 
best efforts of the weather to dry 
everything up, the central part of 
the site still looked lush and 
green, even though the pond was 
almost dry! 

There were refreshments, plant sales, and a 
raffle as well as a treasure hunt quiz and 
lots of information about the site and what 
can be found there.  
The BioBlitz was focused on finding as 
many species as possible during the day 
with most attention being given to insects. 
Among 11 species of butterfly recorded, a 
highlight was seeing a silver-washed fritillary in the wood, as well as a good 
number of beetles which included 5 species of ladybird.   

Moths had been caught in a neighbouring garden 
during the previous night and totalled 20 species 
including black arches (below right).  More were 
added in the evening when 
some visitors returned for a 
moth session and bat walk, 
with 4 species of bat being 
seen well and identified using 
a bat detector to pick up the 
frequency of their sounds.  

Also in July, we were visited by Olly Birkbeck 
and members of his Wild East team with Anna 
Hill, presenter of BBC Radio 4’s On Your Farm.   
They recorded a programme about the heath pro-
ject and came to see how local projects such as 
ours also help to boost biodiversity. The pro-
gramme was broadcast on 7th August. 
Pictured left are : Olly Birkbeck (right) with members 
of the Wild East team & Anna Hill of the BBC (centre).  

This month we will be cutting the 
meadow. There will be a working party 
to rake off the cut and dried material 
(weather permitting) on Saturday 24th 

September at 10am, when any new  
volunteers will be welcome.                          

Tim Baldwin 
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Mallard News 

Recognition for Norfolk Day……. 
Norfolk Day was celebrated on the 27th July and you might have noticed the flags flying. 
What you might also have noticed was a new topper appeared on the Post Box. What an 
amazing one it is too!    Well done to whoever crafted it.       Happy Norfolk Day! 

At St Mary’s Church 
Great Massingham  

Every Tuesday, during August 
Tuesday afternoons throughout August we really have had a summer of fun!  

These afternoons were very well attended with up to 30 children some weeks. 
We had a wide selection of activities ranging from archery to arts 
and crafts with the water themed play being by far the favourite, 
especially with the very warm weather we have experienced! 
I want to especially say thank you to Jasmine for her wonderful 
face painting. She has had a continuous queue of children, each 
week, waiting to be transformed into all kinds of characters rang-
ing from Unicorns to dinosaurs. 

We really have enjoyed hosting these afternoons and loved seeing the children enjoy 
themselves. It also gave parents, grandparents and carers a chance to have a catch up and 
chat. With the lovely weather they were able to sit and watch their children play. 
It wouldn’t have been possible without the helpers, Jenny, Angie, June, Maria & Julian. 

A big thank you to you all. Anna 
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GREAT MASSINGHAM NEIGHBOURHOOD DEVELOPMENT PLAN  
OPINION SURVEY – residents’ priorities revealed        

The NDP Opinion Survey, held in the spring, yielded 265 valid returns and generated 3,245 
individual comments. This is a brief summary of the most commonly occurring responses to 
the survey’s four questions. The numbers shown below are the percentage of responses that 
mentioned a particular topic. Numerous other issues were raised but less often.  

Most are included in a more complete summary posted on the  
NDP website (https://www.greatmassinghamndp.co.uk/surveys-consultations/).  

Question 1. What do you value most about Great Massingham? (list up to 5 things) 
The most valued feature (78%) was the range and quality of retail services (shop, post office, 
farm shop, Dabbling Duck) followed by a ready recognition of a strong community spirit 
(56%). Other highly valued assets include the Village Hall/Bar and activities there (52%), the 
surgery & pharmacy (52%), the village greens & ponds (40%) and the attractive village cen-
tre (37%). Also mentioned were the school (26%) and the countryside and views (25%).  

Question 2. What would you wish to see improved? (list up to 5 things) 
Highest concern was car parking (54%) especially on the greens, followed by concerns over 
road safety (37%) with most respondents asking for slower traffic. Worries over management 
of the ponds & greens (25%) included a wish to see more wilding, more seating, picnic 
benches and a re-location of the weekly fish and chip van. The fourth concern was lack of 
suitable homes for local people (21%). A further 12% wanted to limit holiday/2nd homes. 
Improving nature conservation and planting more trees was mentioned in 14% of returns.  

Question 3. Is there anything else you would like to see change? (list up to 5 things) 
Parking problems came to the fore (23%) followed by concerns for the greens (18%). These 
included the excessive number of ducks and geese, parking on the greens and a wish for 
more wildflowers, trees and un-mowed pond-margins. “…. Scotsmen’s Pit is possibly the 
biggest asset the village has” is one relevant quote. Lack of suitable housing  for local people 
figured third (16%) along with growth in second or holiday homes (16%). A frequently ex-
pressed sentiment is “We do not want to turn into a second Burnham Market!”. Road safety 
was again an issue (12%), with many asking for a 20 mph speed limit  
Question 4a. Please summarise your hopes for the future of the parish. 
The most common hope (12%) was that the social mix would remain much as it is and 11% 
hoped for a modest increase in house numbers, often with caveats that any new homes cater 
for local needs (6%) and respect village attractiveness (11 %). Nine percent hoped for fewer 
second/holiday homes. The following quote sums things up appropriately: “Great Massing-
ham is a stunning place to live and I applaud the people who work hard to maintain it. I 
would hope that it can find a balance between extending housing possibilities and maintain-
ing the village community”. 

Question 4b. Please summarise your fears for the future of the parish. 
Issues raised varied widely. Highest were fears about the rising number of second/holiday 
homes (22%) Twelve percent of respondents said large scale housing developments would 
be unwelcome and others worried that this and related housing issues could damage the qual-
ity of village life (6%). Similarly, 3% feared that housing for local people will decline and 
that the school could close as a result, neatly summed up by the comment “I fear we will 
become a holiday village & all community locals like myself and my family will be priced-out 
of the village, moving away so schools will be empty & closed down”. 

Clearly, a number of significant concerns for the future of the village were raised. These will 
inform the policies developed as part of the Neighbourhood Development Plan and help to 

guide everyday management of village affairs by, for example, the Parish Council. The NDP 
Steering Group thanks everyone who took part for their thoughtful and illuminating views.  

Mike Jackson on behalf of the Parish Council’s NDP Steering Group 

https://www.greatmassinghamndp.co.uk/surveys-consultations/
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Shop window 

JJs Flowers 
Funeral Tributes,  

Weddings, Bouquets 
Miss Julie Morters 
01485 609 125 or  
07884 238 438 
justjulie71@icloud.com 
The Birches, St Andrews Lane, Congham, PE32 1DY 

JJs flowers  
@ JJs FlowersJulieMorters 

 GUTTERING SERVICES 
NORFOLK 

Gutters cleared, repaired and replaced. 
No job too small. Free quotes. Fully insured. 

Local, friendly and reliable service. 
Contact Neill 

Call 01485 572 002 or 07856 568 433 
email: neillmurray@ymail.com 
 Follow us on facebook 

 

GARY MOORE 
DECORATOR 

More than 20 years experience. 
Mainly interior decorating,  

paper hanging etc.  
I provide a clean & reliable service. 

FULLY INSURED. FREE ESTIMATES 
Phone: 01553 840 929 or 07759 490 961 

Email: garymoore232@yahoo.com 

 
 

Plumbing & Heating Company 

LOCAL, RELIABLE & FRIENDLY BUSINESS 

For all your plumbing needs from dripping taps & 
leaking toilets to full bathroom & heating installations. 

A.T. Norfolk Plumbing & Heating 
Call 01485 518 648 or 0773 333 5845 or  
Find us on GOOGLE & FACEBOOK 

PRIMROSE COTTAGE 
Weasenham Road, Great Massingham 

Self-catering accommodation  
sleeps 2, Weekly from Saturdays  

and dog friendly. 

Contact Christine Riches 
Tel:01485/520216, Mob: 0779 206 8143 

Email: c.riches21@btinternet.com 
website: www.christines-norfolk-cottages.co.uk 

mailto:c.riches21@btinternet.com
http://www.christines-norfolk-cottages.co.uk
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Message for Parishioners from Joy Smith 

Would You Like to Sponsor a Shoebox? 
I am presently doing shoe boxes for Christmas for Teams 4U.  
A donation of £3 will cover the cost to transport a box to a 
needy child. The boxes are the only present the children will 
receive. Also, any stationery items, small toys, etc. would be 
appreciated.  Many Thanks.     Jenny Borley 01485 520542 

Dear Friends 
As I sit down to write this letter it is over 30º outside and everywhere is 
looking dried up and all our gardens are suffering from the lack of water.  
Now they are talking about droughts and asking people to use less water.  
Without water, we would die. Water is essential for life on earth, not just 
human life but all life. Water is needed for drinking, cleaning, washing, and 
making crops grow. There is no substitute for this precious resource, yet we waste it, we 
pollute it and we even commodify it! Hopefully, it won’t be too long before we get some 
rain.  
A few weeks ago there was a burst water main and my friend in South Wootton was 
without water for several days, although they managed with the help of people bringing 
them bottled water. She said, “It makes you realise how much we rely on water but also 
how kind people were to ensure everyone had enough water”. 
One of my favourite bible readings is from John’s gospel Chapter 4 verses 5 to 30 and it 
is about Jesus meeting a Samaritan woman at a well. The woman goes to the well in the 
heat of the day, most likely because she wanted to avoid running into others who would 
look on her as a tainted woman as she certainly had a past! She is surprised to encounter 
a man, and even more a Jewish man, who initiates a conversation with her. She was al-
ready vulnerable because of her past. However, when she meets this man, Jesus, she 
could immediately recognize his acceptance, so she is comfortable enough to offer him a 
drink of water. In turn, he offers her more, an invitation to get in touch with the thirst in 
her soul which she had tried to satisfy with multiple love affairs. He says, "Everyone 
who drinks of this water will thirst again, but whoever drinks of the water that I shall 
give will never thirst; the water that I shall give will become in him a spring of water 
welling up to eternal life." Filled with his acceptance and realizing she had found some-
one who could fulfil her deepest longings, she runs to others to spread the good news. 
It is in essence what we all need, to be loved, accepted and to love in return. 
In the past few years, we have had to think of others as well as ourselves, to help those 
who couldn’t go out and, in many of our villages, the community rallied round to help 
one another.  Hopefully, this will continue as we face a difficult winter, with rising fuel 
and food costs which will affect us all. But we can take heart from Jesus’ words that he 
will always be with us walking beside us every step of the way and offering us the water 
that will become a spring of water welling up to eternal life in us.     Joy Smith, Reader. 

Grimston and District WI 
In September, Hazel Gillingham is giving a 
talk about ‘Mary Seacole – the other nurse 

of the Crimea’.   
Monday 19th September,  

at 7.30pm, at Grimston Village Hall 

 Companions in Bereavement 
We are a group of qualified bereavement 

support workers who are holding   
drop-in sessions every Friday between 

10am & 12 midday. 
At King’s Lynn Quaker Meeting House 

36 Bridge House PE30 5AB 

MOBILE LIBRARY 
NEXT VISITS 
20th September  

and 18th October 
From 12.35  

as timetabled 



13 

 

Church Services                   September            

Date                            Time Service Location 

Sunday 4th  
September 

8.30 am 
9.30 am 
9.30 am 

10.30 am 
6.00 pm 

Holy Communion 
Family Service 
Holy Communion 
Holy Communion 
Evensong 

Roydon 
Harpley 
Little Massingham 
Grimston 
Congham 

Wed. 7th September 9.00 am Holy Communion Harpley 

Sunday 11th  
September 

8.30 am 
9.30 am 

10.30 am 
10.30 am 

Holy Communion 
Morning Prayer 
Holy Communion 
Holy Communion 

Congham 
Little Massingham 
Gayton 
Great Massingham 

Sunday 18th  
September 

9.30 am 
9.30 am 

10.30 am 

Sung Eucharist 
Family Holy Communion 
Morning Praise 

Harpley 
Great Massingham 
Grimston 

Wed. 21st September 9.00 am Holy Communion Grimston 

Sunday 25th  
September 

8.30 am 
9.30 am 
9.30 am 

10.30 am 
3.00 pm 

Holy Communion 
Family Service 
Holy Communion 
Holy Communion 
Celtic Service 

Ashwicken 
Great Massingham 
Little Massingham 
Gayton 
Gayton Thorpe 

Thurs. 29th Sept. 6.00 pm Michaelmass Service Ashwicken 

Sunday 2nd October  8.30 am 
9.30 am 
9.30 am 

10.30 am 
6.00 pm 

Holy Communion 
Family Service 
Holy Communion 
Holy Communion 
Evensong 

Roydon 
Harpley 
Little Massingham 
Grimston 
Congham 

 For more news please visit our benefice website at www.ggmbenefice.uk 

St Mary’s Church, Great Massingham 

‘Mid-Week Meet-Up’ 
at 2.30 pm, 

Inside the Church. 

We welcome everyone to come along for a 
‘Cuppa, Cake and Catch-Up’ 

Walking Through Our Parishes 
Our next event is on  

11th September at 3pm  
We will be holding our usual short harvest 

festival service at St James, Bawsey,  
And this will be followed by a walk round 
the fields, finishing with scones and drinks.   

Norfolk Churches Trust  
Sponsored Cycle Ride 

10th September. 
Time for a cycle ride around 
the countryside in West Nor-

folk visiting other churches on your own 
chosen route.  
Pick up a sponsor form from our church 

and help raise funds for your church. 

Retrospective Exhibition of  
Artwork by the late Derek Steele 
All Saints Church, East Winch, on  

Saturday 3rd September from 10-4, and 
Sunday 4th September from 12-4. 



14 

 

 

CALL TODAY 

01485 521888 

High quality fitted and free-standing 

furniture. Individually designed, 

 

personally installed by experts from 

our Great Massingham workshops.  

www.tenacityinteriors.com  

Shop window 

 

Comprehensive stock to view at our 
showroom on  

The West Raynham Business Park. 

01328 838 665 
e-mail: firingsquadwoodburners@yahoo.com 

www.firingsquadwoodburners.com 

APPROVED CLEARVIEW STOCKIST 

FIRING 
SQUAD 
WOODBURNERS 

Landlords Electrical Testing 
Electrical Upgrades 
All Work Fully Insured  

For your free estimate please call Adam Prime on 

 01485 601141 
 07765 786709 
primenetworkgrp@gmail.com 

Boarding for dogs in the comfort of our home 

Your dogs will be treated as one of the family for 

the duration of their stay. Daily walks & spacious 

grounds for your dog to play in. 

Love and cuddles guaranteed! 
The Paddocks, Station Road,  

Little Massingham 

Contact Donna on 07793 737 312 

Great Massingham 
Village Hall and Bar 

Opening Hours 
Wednesday to Friday - 7pm to 11pm 

Saturday 3.45pm to 11pm  
Sunday 12 noon to 6.30 pm 

With some flexibility for special events 
and occasions.     All Welcome.  

Please come along and support.  

Memberships 
due from the  

1st April.   
The fee is £10 
per person for 
all adults over 

eighteen. 

Excellent facilities. 
Good beer, wines and 
spirits at competitive 

prices.  Outdoor 
drinking area.  

WiFi, Pool Table & 
Sky on large screen. 

Heath Farm Shop 
Family  run business  

selling quality &  
bespoke meat and  

produce, from our own 
farm & local Suppliers 

Heath farm Shop, Lynn Lane,  
Great Massingham, Norfolk, PE32 2HJ 

01485 520 828 
Open 9 - 5, Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday 

9 - 6 Thursday and 9 - 1 Saturday 
Closed Mondays 
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OVEN CLEANING 

CARPET CLEANING 

SOFA CLEANING 
 

Call the local experts now 

Clean Tech 

01485 609223 
Card, cheque and cash  

payments accepted 

 

Installation of Solid,  
Engineered & Laminates.  

Floor Sanding & Re-Finishing. 

Call Chris  
Mobile    07894 791 723 

Landline (01485) 521707 

www.gibbswoodfloors.co.uk 

Useful Numbers 

Organisation          Contact             Phone No. 
Allotment Association Daisy Robinson 07979 723 288 

Biodiversity Project Tim Baldwin 520 813 

Borough Council James (Jim) Moriarty 07879 492400 

Bell Ringing  Dale Gagen 520 024 

Bowls Club Peter Wadham 520 796 

Church Contacts Revd Judith Pollard  01485 601 251 

Community Car Scheme Office 520 823 

Coronation Club Jill Whitmore 520 609 

County Council Stuart Graham Dark 07450 679 355 

Dabbling Duck Pub Mark Dobby 520 827 

Doctors Massingham Surgery 520 521 

The Film Night Arthur Allen 520 628 

Fishing Warden Paul Smith & Ken Perry Sue Nash 07802 670 711 

Guide Trefoil Guild Shirley Rae & Rita Gostling 520 259  & 520 730 

Massingham Historical Society Jeanne Robinson 520 455 

Neighbourhood Plan Mike Jackson 520 056 

Parish Council  Peter James (Chair) &  Sarah Harvey (Clerk) Clerk 01328 823391 

Pre-School Pip Grange 07807 185 746  

Police Non-emergency 101 

School Kirsten Stibbon 520 362 

Tennis and Multi-Sports Club Clare Parker 520 469 

Village  Hall Hall & Bar & Debs Lambert 520 588 

Village Stores and Deli Mark and Kerry Eldridge 520 272 
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Some September 2022 ‘Dates at a Glance’ 

Date Event Time Place 

2 Sept BINGO 7.30 pm Village Hall 

5 & 10 Sept Craft & Chat 2 pm Village Hall Bar 

6 Sept Community Lunch 1 pm Village Hall Bar 

8 Sept Trefoil Guild 7 pm Village Hall 

12 Sept Parish Council Meeting 7.30 pm Village Hall 

15 Sept Film Night 7.30 pm Village Hall 

16 Sept Historical Society 7.30 pm Village Hall 

21 Sept Creative Arts East 1 to 3 pm Village Hall 

22 Sept Quiz Night 7.30 pm Village Hall Bar 

24 Sept Biodiversity Working Party 10 am Weasenham Road Pond 

30 Sept Macmillan Coffee Morning 10 am to 12 Village Hall 

Village Hall Playing Field’s Unexpected Burst of Colour 
In April last year we reported in The Mallard about the successful planting of over 400 
native trees in the north east and south east corners of the playing field (Jubilee Field) and 
the invaluable contribution made by our primary school children to the work. Despite 
months of low rainfall, most of the trees (kindly given by The Woodland Trust) have 
‘taken’ and thus appear to have a secure future.  

Planting the trees was the first step 
of a rolling plan by the Village Hall 
Trustees to increase the visual ap-
peal and usefulness of the playing 
field by increasing biodiversity, 
rather than having mostly un-
derused, mowed grass across the 
entirety.  
The plan includes creating a wild-
flower meadow. Originally intend-
ed for an area close to the playpark, 
the location has been moved to a 
450 m2 oval at the southeast corner. 

Removing the grass sward began last autumn but cultivating the highly compacted soil 
proved to be much more challenging. Our difficulties were eventually overcome with 
local tractor power, kindly provided by Dudley Skipper and Ben Morton to whom grateful 
thanks are due. Their work allowed us to sow a mixture of cornfield annuals in April in 
the hope of prompt germination and a good show of colour by high summer. But, April, 
May, June and much of July passed with very little rain and no apparent germination!  
We became less and less hopeful but, in early August, the dust bowl desert unexpectedly 
burst into life and delivered a carpet of colourful corncockle, cornflowers, corn chamomile 
and corn marigold (see picture above).  
If you have not seen it already, the new wildflower meadow should still be worth a look 
in early September. Later this autumn, the top growth will be cut down and, after Christ-
mas, re-cultivated to encourage another crop of colour.  

Anyone interested in helping with work like this, or with other efforts to enhance Great Massingham’s 
wildlife, please contact the Village Hall Trustees or the Biodiversity Project. (See Useful Numbers  p15).  

Mike Jackson, Tim Baldwin (Biodiversity Project) and Phil Ward (Chair, Village Hall Trustees) 


