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The Mallard 
Issue 392                      September 2024

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!  
 

A s we enter Autumn and approach the 
end of the year, I want to express my 

heartfelt thanks to everyone for your  
support in my role as editor over the past 
year, as well as for each of the wonderful 
contributions you’ve made to the  
newsletter.  
 

Without your support and contributions, it 
would not be the great newsletter that it is. 
We’re always eager to hear from our  
community and welcome your input on a 
wide range of topics. Whether it’s local 
news, upcoming events, or anything else 
you believe would interest others, we want 
to hear from you! 
 

Looking ahead, we’re considering an  
extended December/January edition to  
celebrate the festive season and to kick off  
the New Year. We’d love to hear your 

thoughts on this idea. What articles, stories, 
or features would you like to see included?  
 

Perhaps you have a topic you’re passionate 
about, a personal story to share, or a  
reflection on the past year that others might 
find inspiring.  You may have a  
community project that you have taken part 
in and would like to highlight the  
accomplishments or a poem, short story, or 
photographs.  Even if you have something 
in mind that doesn't fit these categories, 
don't hesitate to reach out.   
 

Your feedback will be invaluable in  
helping us craft an edition that’s both  
engaging and meaningful. 
 

Please note the contact details on page 2 
and we look forward to hearing from you 
and sharing your stories and insights with 
the community!        
                                Sarah Harvey (Editor) 
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Mallard News 

• Your Views 
• Harvest Supper/Festival 

• Quiz Night (VH) 
• Quiz Night (DD PH) 
• Film Nights 
• Craft & Chat 
• Bingo 
• Country & Western (VH) 

• Historical Society 
• MacMillan Coffee PM 
• FOSALM Evening Talk 
• Community Lunch 
• Table Tennis (Harpley) 
• Oui, Je Parlez Francais 
• Shoe Boxes 
• Parish Council 
• NDP Consultation 
• St Mary’s Exploration 
• Youth Film Club 
• Village Hall Centenary 
• Indoor Bowls 
• Castle Acre Choir 
• Westacre Theatre 
• From the Rector 
• Church News 

• Church Services 

• Useful Contacts 
• Biodiversity Project 
• Mobile Library Times 
• Rare Visitor! 
• Dates at a Glance 

This parish magazine is 
published every month for the 
residents of Great and Little 

Massingham with the support of 
the Great Massingham Parish 
Council, the Parochial Church 

Council and Massingham 
Village Hall Trustees. 

 

Contact Details: 
Editor: Sarah Harvey  
 

Byanoak, Leicester Road, 
South Creake, NR21 9PW 
 
 

Tel: 01328 823391 
 

e-mail: 
themallardeditor@gmail.com 
 

Website:  
www.greatmassingham.net 

 

Deadline for the 
next issue 

 

17th September 
2024 

In This Issue 

 

CRAFT & CHAT 
DATES 

From 2pm to 4pm  
 Village Hall Bar  

 

Monday 9th, 16th & 30th 
September 

Everyone welcome.  

DEE & MINDY’S 
DRAG BINGO  

Saturday  
7th September 

Doors open 7.30  pm  
At Great Massingham 

Village Hall 

Country and Western singer  
MICK FISHER is back to entertain you on 

Saturday 14th September, 7.00pm 
At Great Massingham Village Hall 

Singing all your favourite songs. Come along 
and have a really pleasant evening.  

Entrance on the door £7.00.  
All proceeds are going to charity  

 

FILM NIGHTS   

7 for 7.30pm  

at the Village Hall  
 
 

Members Night on  

Thursday 5th 

September 

‘Paris  

Memories’  
with a French 
themed meal   
beforehand 

  Thursday 19th September 
‘Zone of Interest’ 

£5 (plus a complementary drink ) 

QUIZ NIGHT  
AT GREAT MASSINGHAM VILLAGE HALL 

 Thursday 26th September 2024 to be held in the bar of the  
village hall at 7.30pm.  

Entry is £2.00 per person or £4.00 for non-members.  
Either come along as a team, maximum of six, or join a team 

on the night. 

 QUIZ NIGHT AT THE DABBLING DUCK 
The next scheduled event is on 22nd October 2024 when we 

will be raising money in aid of East Anglian Children’s  
Hospices (EACH) 

Entry will be £30 per team, maximum of six, plus there will be 
a raffle and a 50:50 bag.    

The winning team will receive six vouchers entitling each 
holder to a Sunday lunch main course. 

There will be a main dish available prior to the quiz: dish and 
price to be confirmed.  Food orders to be received by Sunday 
20th October and we request that you are seated at your table 

by 6.45pm 
It is essential that you book your place in advance so please 

email me: robertcharlestaylor@live.com or call me:  
07908 244421. 

mailto:robertcharlestaylor@live.com
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Mallard News 

 

MACMILLAN COFFEE  
AFTERNOON  

will take place on  
Saturday 21st September  

between 2-4pm.   
There will be a Raffle, Tombola,  

Tea/coffee and homemade cakes & more!   
For prize donations please contact Vicky on 

07498 569515. 

Community Lunch 
Village Hall Bar 

Tuesday September 17th  
Arrive 12.30pm, eat at 1pm  

Tarragon chicken ,jacket potato and seasonal  
vegetables followed by fruit tart and custard.  

Menu £8.00 
Come & meet friends for a chat.  

The Bar will be  open.  
To book lunch please contact Deborah  

Lambert on or, email on 
mrsdl1965@gmail.com  

Massingham Historical Society are pleased to 
announce the completion of the Magnetometer 

Survey which involved the Greens and the  
surroundings. 

The results will be presented at our next  
meeting on September 20th by David Wood,  
Barwood Archaeology, 7.30 pm, Village Hall. 

Free Entrance to all. 

Harpley Village Hall Table Tennis Club 
Starting Thursday 3rd October 5.00-7.00pm 
Charge of £2.00 a session to cover the cost of 

hiring the hall.  
Please contact Paul on 07776 198344 for  

further information 

Would you like to sing with Fakenham  
Choral Society ?  

Our next season's rehearsals start on Tuesday 
10th September at 7.30 pm in Fakenham.  
A wonderful selection of music is in store. 

 

If you enjoy singing, visit our website to find 
out more and get in touch:  

www.fakenhamchoralsociety.org/join_us 

Rural Crimes Police Officer Contact 
PC Chris Shelley 07900 407 106 

Christopher.shelley@norfolk.police.uk 

mailto:mrsdl1965@gmail.com
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Shop window 

FITNESS CLASSES 
HIGH SPECIFICATION PERSONAL TRAINING STUDIO 

HEALTH  & BEAUTY TREATMENTS 

Little Massingham 
Manor  

The Old Chapel 
Station Road  PE32 2JU 

elementsatthemanor.co.uk 
info@elementsatthemanor.co.uk 

01485 298 400 
socials: elements_at_the_manor 

 Mallard News 

                OUI, JE PARLE FRANCAIS 
Marchons, marchons! Le Cercle Francais is moving on. 
We have had a very encouraging response to the concept from  close to a dozen people 
of widely varying fluency. But, the more the merrier so don’t hesitate, why not join us. 
We plan to hold our first get together at 2.30pm on Tuesday 8 October at The Dabbling 
Duck and then fortnightly although we will be guided by a consensus of opinion. 
One of the “organisers” – for want of a better word – Arthur Allen, already attends 2 
similar groups and has several great ideas for ensuring an enjoyable experience.  
The group will be free of charge and we will do our best to keep everyone involved  
regardless of fluency. There will be a loose structure but we will be adaptable. To make 
everybody feel welcome we will ask you to introduce yourself and, for a bit of fun, tell 
the group what makes up your perfect breakfast: no need to be truthful, the wackier the 
better! 
Please feel free to contact me, Malcolm Tibble, by email malcolmtibble@hotmail.co.uk, 
if you plan to join us or if you would like to know more.     Malcolm Tibble 

 

Ducklings Preschool  
Great Massingham    

Charity Number 91991 
 

For children age 2-4  
 

   Places available for September 2024  
 

Contact us now to arrange a visit   
 

ducklingspreschool@aol.com 
or text 07807 185746  

WANTED—DONATIONS FOR SHOE BOXES 
It’s that time of year again to fill shoe boxes for children for whom this 
will be their only present they receive this Christmas. Most go to Eastern 
European and displaced families through war and disasters. 
It costs £3 each box to cover the cost of transporting these and I would be 
most grateful for any donations to help with these costs.   Always wanted 

are small toys, stationery etc, as the more boxes that are filled, the more children can be 
reached.  Any donations can be left in our Greenhouse if not at home.   
Many thanks for your support.                                                        Jenny Borley  

about:blank
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Shop window 

 Phone: 01485 520637 
Mobile: 07780 776576 

Approved coal and 
solid fuel merchant 

For Quality Fuels at the 
Best Prices 

White Cottage, School Road, Necton (opp Rectory

TV, Video, DVD & Satellite Sales, Set-up & Repairs 

• Free Estimates 

• All Makes & Models 
• Qualified Engineer 

• 30 Years Experience 

• Work Guaranteed 
• Discount for OAP’s 

• Sales, Repairs, Installations & Tuning Services 

 

All building work undertaken 
Quality assured. Renovation & newbuild 

15, Cross Street, Harpley, King’s Lynn PE31 6TJ 

sandrreeve@gmail.com 

 
By 

Based in Great Massingham 
Call/Text: 07825 234293 

Leanne Elton 

Carol Walker MCFHP MAFHP 
Registered Member of the British  

Association of Foot Health Professionals 

Foot Health Practitioner 

Foot Healthcare in Your Home 
Contact: carolwalker3060@gmail.com 

Tel: 07714 192 521  

HOME   IMPROVEMENT   SERVICES 

H. I. S. 

Tim Margereson 
3 Weasenham Rd 

Gt. Massingham PE32 2EY 

TRADITIONAL 
BUILDING 

WORKS 
& 

RENOVATIONS 
Call 07786 618787 or  

01485 520745 

 

THE 
CARTSHED 
TEAROOM 

  
Church Lane Great  

Massingham 
 

01485 520 272 
 

 
Opening times 9am to 4pm, 7 days a week. 

All food cooked and prepared with local  
ingredients and all cakes home made. The Hot 
chocolate (ideal for winter) is award winning! 

email: info@thecartshedtearoom.co.uk  
website: www.thecartshedtearoom.co.uk 
To look at the menu or book a table. 
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Mallard News 

NEIGHBOURHOOD DEVELOPMENT PLAN – VILLAGE CONSULTATION 
The next Village Consultation on the Neighbourhood Development Plan is on the  
19th October at the Village Hall.   
The Meeting will be in two parts between 10.00am and Noon.   
The first part of the morning will be devoted to the Steering Committee Members  
bringing you up-to-date with progress and seeking to consult with those who attend on 
the Key Themes of the Plan. You will be informed of the criteria under which the plan 
has been progressed   You will be able to question the themes and conclusions to date 
and have your views considered. 
Part two of the morning will also be for all community stakeholders but we will ask 
those wishing to attend to pre-register. This part is to discuss in more details specific 
theme and to support an agreed way forward    Further details will be available on our 
website www.greatmassinghamndp.co.uk  

GREAT MASSINGHAM PARISH COUNCIL 
The Parish Council meeting on 12th August saw the attendance of seven councillors and 
ten members of the public. Key points discussed included: 
Car Parking: The Council is considering installing protective matting on the village 
green to address parking issues and preserve its appearance. A consultation will be 
launched in the autumn to gather community feedback before any project is planned or 
progressed. 
Play Area: The Council plans to implement a quarterly cleaning program for play  
equipment. Repairs to the Platform Roundabout have been completed, and support is 
sought for a funding bid for a new Roundabout. Residents are encouraged to review  
options and support the bid through letters.  The range of options and pricing can be seen 
in the August Mallard (pages 8 & 9) or on the Parish Council website. 
Flyposting: Following village events, residents are reminded of the importance of  
removing posters and signs from lamp posts, fences, and other public spaces. While 
these advertisements play a vital role in promoting community gatherings, leaving them 
up long after the event creates an eyesore and can contribute to litter.  To put it in  
perspective a resident has very kindly spent many hours of their time removing these 
from various posts in the village and managed to recover 3lbs of drawing pins/staples!  
The Parish Council would therefore like to encourage all event organizers to promptly 
take down their posters within 48 hours of the event's conclusion.  
Overgrown Hedging: Residents are asked to regularly trim hedges that overhang  
pavements to ensure pedestrian safety and comfort. Proper maintenance helps keep  
footways unobstructed and safe for everyone. 
Councillor Community Grant Scheme: Borough Councillor A Beales has a £1,000 
annual grant to support local community projects. The grant can be used for various  
initiatives including equipment, newsletters, and event contributions. For more details, 
visit the Borough Council of King’s Lynn & West Norfolk’s website. 
Gray’s Fun Fair: Gray’s Fun Fair is expected to return to the village the week starting 
October 7th. Further details will be provided closer to the event. 
Next Meeting:  The next Parish Council meeting will be held in the Village Hall on  
9th September at 7.30pm.  To see this month’s full article please visit the Parish  
Council website wwwgreatmassingham-pc.info and go to the ‘News’ page. 
 

To contact the Clerk, Sarah Harvey telephone 01328 823391, email  
gmparishclerk@gmail.com or Byanoak, Leicester Road, South Creake, NR21 9PW. 

mailto:gmparishclerk@gmail.com
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Landlords Electrical Testing 
Electrical Upgrades 
All Work Fully Insured  

For your free estimate please call Adam Prime on 

 01485 601141 
 07765 786709 
primenetworkgrp@gmail.com 

Shop window 

     

 

 Over 25 years experience,  

17Th Edition qualified,  

Part P registered 

M B LOGS 
DRY STORED, SEASONED, 
SPLIT WOOD 
 

SUPPLIED & DELIVERED 
CALL MARK 

07766223438 or email  
markmark.bane@gmail.com 

 

PRIVATE WING WITH TWO BEDROOMS,  
SNOOKER ROOM, BREAKFAST ROOM - KITCHENETTE 

AND GARDEN 

Contact Su’en Miller 
Tel:     01485 520 988 
Mob:   07968 246 083 
Email:suen.miller1@gmail.com  
Or book via www.airbnb.co.uk  

Parsley Barn, 
Weasenham Rd, 
Great Massingham, 
King’s Lynn, 
PE32 2EY 

Breakfast    8.00am - 10am 
Lunch     Midday - 2.30pm  
   and reduced menu 2.30pm to 5.30pm 
Evening    5.30pm - 9pm 
Sunday    Midday - 8.00pm 

Pizza and Street Food  

In the Barn, Garden or as 
Takeaway on  

Fridays and Saturdays 

From 3pm 
Order from the Pub or online  

For more information visit 
www.thedabblingduck.co.uk 

THE DABBLING DUCK 
11 Abbey Rd, Great Massingham.  

01485 520 827 

The Dabbling Duck 

 

 For advice you can trust 

1 Old Post Office Street, Fakenham, Norfolk NR21 9BL 
Tel: 01328 863 131 
Also at:  15 Market Place, Holt, Norfolk NR25 6BE 
Tel: 01263 712 023 
email: ba@butcherandrews.co.uk - www.butcherandrews.co.uk 

 

32 Walcups Lane, Great Massingham, PE32 2HR  
Email: nealedavies4@gmail.com 
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A SUMMER EVENING WITH THE MASSINGHAM HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
Friday 16th August was warm and sunny, perfect weather for a Massingham Historical 
Society event that attracted 57 members and guests.  
The principal element was a comprehensive  
exploration of St Mary’s Church. No less than five 
separate mini-tours were on offer that included a 
guided ascent of the tower led by Dale Gagen (see 
photo, opposite), who winds the church clock each 
week and bell ringer Mike Harding. We were also 
given an authoritative account of the windows, 
benches and more by John Vigor a national authority 
on medieval churches, while Ant and Jeanne  
Robinson gave guided tours of both the interior and 
exterior of the church. In addition, Stephen Hudson, 
the Churchwarden, put on a fascinating display of old 
handwritten registers of births, marriages and deaths.  
For many, the highlight was a descent, by ladder,  
into the bowels of the nave to examine the patented underfloor Victorian furnace and 
flue that heated the Church until the 1950s. Mervyn Skipper, who, as a young boy helped 
his father work the furnace, was on hand in the stokehole to tell his story (see photo, left) 

helped by a small team seeing us safely on and 
off the ladder.  
A delicious BBQ of local burgers and hotdogs 
followed at the Village Hall and, if that was 
not enough, three short films were then 
screened showing something of post-war rural 
life in these parts. The first was a 1981 BBC 
production, shot mostly in Great Massingham, 
covering a day in the life of retired local farm 
worker Tully George. In one scene, Tully is 
tending St Mary’s churchyard and recounts the 
story of a retired vicar who, at the age of 82, 
scandalously married a 22-year-old girl from 

the choir! The second film gave us glimpses of the daily life of a veg grower from Cley 
who sold his produce from a donkey and cart. In the third film, a former old-time  
gamekeeper at Holkham shared his secrets for successfully dispatching rabbits using a 
ferret, a spade and a surprisingly sophisticated listening device.  
The historical society committee is to be commended for arranging a very special and  
memorable evening that more than matched the peerless weather.              Mike Jackson  

SUPPORT OUR VILLAGE YOUTH FILM CLUB!  
My name is Maria, I want to start a film club for young people aged  
11-15 in the village. I have some volunteers who will support at club 
nights, and I have an enhanced DBS certificate, but I need some help 
with forming a group of people who will meet about 3 times a year to 
manage the organisation of the group. A small amount of start-up fund-
ing is needed and a management group is required to agree the groups 

structure as a club, to apply for funding available. 
I would like to see the young people of the village having some clubs as well, and I need 
some help to get this started.  Please contact me on 07909 616429.                Maria West 
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What a superb weekend!  

We started with a very well attended quiz night, learning all things 
Centenary related, and used our eagle eyes to work out where  
photos were taken in Great and Little Massingham. If anybody 
would like a copy of the quiz, please email  
janehollister72@gmail.com and she would be happy to send it out. 
The scores were very close, with only 1 point separating the  
winners from the runners up. Well done to Ageing Disgracefully! 
     

Friday hosted the school summer Fayre, and despite the threat of 
poor weather, a great time was had by all. The children were  
particularly keen to witness the burial of the Time Capsule in 

which they had created letters and pictures of 
current times to show their future selves. 
 

Harpley Choir put on a beautiful performance of 
well-loved songs in the Hall, before the 2’Ats got 
everyone up singing and dancing in the Bar! It 
was so lovely to see people of all ages enjoying 
the Village Hall and Bar together – just what 
Charles Dewar intended 100 years ago!                    
On Saturday, the weather again conspired to spoil 
things, but the footballers and tennis players were 
determined not to be beaten, so thank you to 
those who came along to see what sports are on 
offer, before staying to try some of the  

delicious food offered by Laurie’s Street Kitchen and Reesey’s Ice-creams. Hopefully, 
both will be back very soon. Entertainment was then provided through the stunning 
voice of Grace Burton for the evening – again hopefully coming back very soon, so 
don’t panic if you missed her. 
 

On Sunday, things moved to a calmer pace with an interesting display by the Historical 
Society of all things Massingham, before a delicious Afternoon Tea was served, with 
delightful dancing demonstrations. 
 

A nod and thanks should be given to the bar staff for also hosting screenings of the Eu-
ros matches. We may not have got the result we wanted, but we live in hope. 
 

A Canadian Rock / Folk band finished things off on Monday, raising money for Prostate 
Cancer UK. It was a sell-out, so thank you to all who attended. 

Great Massingham Village Hall - 100 Not Out!! 
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WHAT’S ON AT WESTACRE THEATRE?.... 
Westacre Theatre & MissAdventures Theatre Company join forces again!  

SATURDAY DRAMA at WESTACRE THEATRE!  
Our lively, fun, friendly and relaxed Saturday morning drama classes are the perfect 

place for your dramatic young people to come and experience all things theatre.  
 

Join MissAdventures Theatre's Camilla Falconbridge for these super fun dramatic  
sessions. Told in four character incarnations chronicling a life blighted by hardship,  

tragedy and struggle;  
Act 1 Ages: 7-8 years Time: 9:30am - 10:30am Cost: £8 p/session payable termly  
Act 2 Ages: 9-11 years Time: 11am - 12:30pm Cost: £10 p/session payable termly  
Act 3 Ages: 12-15 years Time: 1pm - 2:30pm Cost: £10 p/session payable termly  

 
 

OUR CROWDFUNDER HAS LAUNCHED! DETAILS BELOW HOW YOU CAN 
HELP KEEP WESTACRE THEATRE FROM BECOMING EXTINCT!  

Have a look at our website for all the latest info at www.westacretheatre.com or you 
can give the Box Office a call on 01760 755007  

Great Massingham Village Hall - 100 Not Out!! Cont’d  
Following the success of the weekend, the Marketing Group are now busy planning new 
and exciting future events. By the time you read this, DNA will have played a great night 
over the Bank Holiday and Dee and Mindy will have hosted their second hilarious Drag 
Bingo night. 
A Dinner Dance is planned towards the end of November where we hope you will all 
come along to feast and raise money for the East Anglian Air Ambulance, while dancing 
along with a superb band, and then coming back for other events popping up over  
Christmas and New Year. 
The Village Hall and Bar have some of the best facilities in the area and are one of the 
only places to have full size snooker / billiards tables, a pool table and dart board, as well 
as regularly screening live sports. They could not thrive without the support of locals at 
these events, and so the Trustees, Volunteers and Staff would like to extend their thanks 
to all who continue to support both the Hall and Bar. 

INDOOR SHORT MAT/CARPET BOWLS 
This season’s Indoor Short Mat/Carpet Bowls should start in early October and runs to 
mid-April.  We will play at the Village Hall between 7pm and 9.30pm on Wednesdays.  
We usually play one paid match per evening and occasionally two.  It costs £1 per person 
per match to play. 
If you are new to the game you will be paired up with a more experienced player who 
will be able to teach you how to play and explain the rules.  There are plenty of spare 
bowls for newcomers who wish to play.  It would be good to see some new players – 
why not give it a go! 
If you are interested in joining us this year please put your name on the form on the  
Village Hall noticeboard (in the Bar Area) or give me a ring on 01485 520476 or email 
me on cobby47@aol.com.  Looking forward to welcoming you all.                  Bob Nash 

 

THE BIG HEART & SOUL CHOIR - singing a range of songs from. ALL songs are 
taught by ear and no experience is necessary - there are NO auditions . New Singers get 
2 FREE sessions to see if they want to join us. We have been singing together for over 
25 years!! Come along to Castle Acre Village Hall at 7.15 pm on 18 September or 
email lindaroast56@gmail.com or visit www.thebigheartandsoulchoir.com. 
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Shop window 

PRE-PAID  FUNERAL  PLANS 

CHAPELS OF  REST   l  MEMORIALS 

Behind every independent business  
is a family that cares 

 

www.tfs.co.uk 

King’s Lynn  01553 771 399  Swaffham 01760 721 305  
Dersingham  01485 598 598 

 
 
 

LOCAL, RELIABLE & FRIENDLY BUSINESS 

For all your plumbing needs from dripping taps & 
leaking toilets to full bathroom & heating installations. 

A.T. Norfolk Plumbing & Heating 
Call 01485 518 648 or 0773 333 5845 or  
Find us on GOOGLE & FACEBOOK 

Plumbing & Heating 
Company 

JJs Flowers 
Funeral Tributes,  

Weddings, Bouquets 
 

Miss Julie Morters 
01485 609 125 or  
07884 238 438 
justjulie71@icloud.com 
The Birches, St Andrews Lane, Congham, PE32 1DY 

JJs flowers  
@ JJs FlowersJulieMorters 

 

General Gardening and Pest Control 

Justin Anderson 

For any enquiries please contact Justin on:  
Mobile: 07879 087497 
Email: justinanderson0876@gmail.com 

 GUTTERING SERVICES 
NORFOLK 

Gutters cleared, repaired and replaced. 
No job too small. Free quotes. Fully insured. 

Local, friendly and reliable service. 
Contact Neill 

Call 01485 572 002 or 07856 568 433 
email: neillmurray@ymail.com 
 Follow us on facebook 
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Church News 

 

THE MATTHEW  
BASON  

MUSICAL VARIETY 
CONCERT 

 

At St Botolph Grimston  
 

on Friday 27th September 2024  
at 7.30pm 

 
 

Tickets are priced at £10 and will 
include drink and nibbles available 

from  
 

David Ellis 01553 674286 or  
Joy Smith 01485 600402.   

 

WALKING AROUND THE PARISHES 
 

Our next events are on  
SUNDAY 15th SEPTEMBER, 3.00 pm  

at St James’, Bawsey.                                     
Harvest Celebration then stroll around the fields.   

Refreshments at Church Farm 
SATURDAY 5th OCTOBER, 2.00 pm  

from All Saints’, Ashwicken. 
  Refreshments at The Old Coach House at 

3:30pm  
 

More details of any of the walks from   
Rev’d Sue Martin at  

revdsuemartin@gmail.com  
or Rosemary Mehers on 07720 971753  

Dear Parishioners, 
 

Earlier in the year we were wondering if we would ever get any summer, 
with so much rain everything seems to be covered in water and no hope of 
things getting any better, but we have been enjoying a few weeks of hot 
sunny weather and even wishing for some rain to help our gardens.  But the nights have 
begun to start drawing in and we approach the season of Autumn, one of my  
favourite seasons of the year.  Happy memories of picking blackberries, apples, pears, 
plums etc and helping my mum bottle and store them ready for delicious treats during the 
winter months.  Little glimpses of light in the winter months to come.  
September sees the start of the new school year, for many it may be starting school or a 
new school, college or University.  It is the next step on life’s journey, it can be  
exciting and also frightening, but it is a new start and a new beginning. 
New starts and new beginnings, rejoice in the blessing of new beginnings. Everyone  
deserves new beginnings. And, more often than not, new beginnings are not gifts given 
to us, but our own choices. When we choose to start afresh and take hold of the  
direction of life, we create a new beginning. 
“I close my eyes to old ends, and open my heart to new beginnings,” wrote Nick  
Frederickson. His words beautifully capture the essence of embracing change, renewal, 
and personal growth. We see life as an incredible journey, one filled with countless  
opportunities for transformation and reinvention, adventure, learning and dreams  
undreamed. They remind us not to fear the end of one chapter; rather, eagerly anticipate 
the start of the next. C.S. Lewis said, “There are far, far better things ahead than any we 
leave behind.” The past may have shaped us, yet the future holds possibilities to take us 
to heights of fulfilment and growth undreamed. 
Jesus said “I came that they may have life and have it abundantly” what a wonderful 
promise.  When we accept Jesus into our lives, he gives all of us a new start and new life 
and he promises always to be with us. So, no matter where our new beginning or new 
start takes us, we always have someone walking beside us the help us and guide us in the 
way forward. 
Wherever your new start takes you, I pray that it will be the beginning of something 
promising and exciting.            Joy Smith, Licensed lay Minister 
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Church Services                                 September 2024 

Date                                                Time Service Location 

Sunday 1st September 
14th Sunday after Trinity 

8.30 am 
9.30 am 

10.30 am 
10.30 am 

Holy Communion 
Family Service 
Holy Communion 
Songs of Praise 

Roydon 
Harpley 
Grimston 
Lt Massingham 

Wednesday 4th September 9.00 am Holy Communion Harpley 

Sunday 8th September 
15th Sunday after Trinity 

8.30 am 
10.30 am 
10.30 am 
10.30 am 

Holy Communion 
Morning Prayer 
Holy Communion 
Songs of Praise 

Congham 
Lt Massingham 
Gayton 
Gt Massingham 

Sunday 15th September 
16th Sunday after Trinity 

9.30 am 
10.30 am 
10.30 am 

3.00 pm 

Sung Eucharist 
Morning Praise 
Holy Communion 
Harvest Service & Walk 

Harpley 
Grimston 
Gt Massingham 
Bawsey 

Wednesday 18th September 9.00 am Holy Communion Grimston 

Sunday 22nd September 
17th Sunday after Trinity 

8.30 am 
10.30 am 
10.30 am 
10.30 am 

3.00 pm 

Harvest Holy Communion 
Harvest Holy Communion 
Family Service 
Holy Communion 
Celtic Service 

Walton 
Gayton 
Gt Massingham 
Lt Massingham 
Gayton Thorpe 

Sunday 29th September 
18th Sunday after Trinity 

10.30 am Group Harvest  
Holy Communion 

Grimston 
 

 For more news and alterations to services please visit our benefice website at 
www.ggmbenefice.uk 

 

AFTERNOON TEAS  

 

We continue to serve afternoon teas on a 
Wednesday and they have become a  

regular get together for people, enjoying not 
only our lovely selection of cakes but the 

chat and company.  
 

There’s a lovely atmosphere with new  
people in our community getting to know 

those who originate from the village or have 
been here for many years. 

All are most welcome to call 
in for a cuppa and a chat. 

 
 

2:30 - 4pm  
every Wednesday 

 

          St Mary’s, Great Massingham 

 
 

TREK TO EVEREST 
BASE CAMP 

 

Talk and Slides of an  
Epic Long Walk 

by Rev’d Sue Martin 
 

Wednesday  
2nd October  
at 7.00 pm 

 

St Botolph Church  
Grimston 

 

£5.00 includes a glass of wine/soft drink 
and nibbles 

 

Proceeds to St Botolph’s Church  
Grimston  
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Shop window 

 

CALL TODAY 

01485 521888 

High quality fitted and free-standing 

furniture. Individually designed, 

 

personally installed by experts from 

our Great Massingham workshops.  

www.tenacityinteriors.com  

 

Comprehensive stock to view at our 
showroom on  

The West Raynham Business Park. 

01328 838 665 
e-mail: firingsquadwoodburners@yahoo.com 

www.firingsquadwoodburners.com 

APPROVED CLEARVIEW STOCKIST 

FIRING 
SQUAD 
WOODBURNERS 

Great Massingham  
Village Hall and Bar 

Opening Hours 
Wednesday to Friday - 7pm to 11pm 

Saturday 3.45pm to 11pm  
Sunday 12 noon to 6.30 pm 

With some flexibility for special events 
and occasions.     All Welcome.  

Please come along and support.  

Memberships 
due from the  

1st April.   
The fee is £12.50 
per person for 
all adults over 

eighteen. 

Excellent facilities. 
Good beer, wines and 
spirits at competitive 

prices.  Outdoor 
drinking area.  

WiFi, Pool Table & 
Sky on large screen. 

Heath Farm Shop 
Family  run business  

selling quality &  
bespoke meat and  

produce, from our own 
farm & local Suppliers 

Heath farm Shop, Lynn Lane,  
Great Massingham, Norfolk, PE32 2HJ 

01485 520 828 
Open 9 - 5, Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday 

9 - 6 Thursday and 9 - 1 Saturday 
Closed Mondays 

Boarding for dogs in the comfort of our home 

Your dogs will be treated as one of the family for 

the duration of their stay. Daily walks & spacious 

grounds for your dog to play in. 

Love and cuddles guaranteed! 
The Paddocks, Station Road,  

Little Massingham 

Contact Donna on 07793 737 312 

PRIMROSE COTTAGE 
Weasenham Road, Great Massingham 

Self-catering accommodation  
Sleeps 2. Weekly or short breaks available, 
minimum 3 nights. Parking & dog friendly. 

Contact Christine Riches 
Tel:01485/520216, Mob: 0779 206 8143 

Email: c.riches21@btinternet.com 
website: www.christines-norfolk-cottages.co.uk 

mailto:c.riches21@btinternet.com
http://www.christines-norfolk-cottages.co.uk
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Useful Contacts 
Organisation           Contact             Phone No/Email Address 

Allotment Association Daisy Robinson 07979 723 288 

Biodiversity Project Tim Baldwin 520 813 

Borough Councillor Alistair Beales cllr.alistair.beales@west-norfolk.gov.uk  

Bell Ringing  Dale Gagen 520 024 

Bowls Club Peter Wadham 520 796 

Church Contacts Stephen Hudson 520 450 

Community Car Scheme Office 520 823 

Coronation Club Jill Whitmore 520 609 

County Councillor Stuart Graham Dark 07450 679 355 

Craft & Chat Sue Nash 520 476 & 07802670711  

Dabbling Duck Pub Mark Dobby 520 827 

Doctors Massingham Surgery 520 521 

The Film Night Arthur Allen 07810 042816  

Fishing Warden Connor Macleod PC Clerk 01328 823391 

Trefoil Guild Rita Gostling 520 730 

Massingham Historical Society Jeanne Robinson 520 455 

Neighbourhood Plan Jess Cunningham gmndplan@yahoo.com  

Parish Council Sarah Harvey (Clerk) 01328 823391 

Pre-School Pip Grange 07807 185 746 

Police Non-emergency 101 

School Kirsten Stibbon 520 362 

Tennis and Multi-Sports Club Steven Gould 07557 357415 

Village Hall (Hall & Bar) Debs Lambert 520 588 

Village Stores and Deli Mark and Kerry Eldridge 520 272 

mailto:cllr.alistair.beales@west-norfolk.gov.uk
mailto:gmndplan@yahoo.com
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Some September 2024 ‘Dates at a Glance’ 

Date Event Time Place 

5/19 September Film Nights 7 for 7.30pm Village Hall 

7 September Dee & Mindy’s Drag Bingo 7.30pm Village Hall 

9/16/30 September Craft & Chat 2pm to 4pm Village Hall Bar 

9 September Parish Council Meeting 7.30pm Village Hall 

12 September FOSALM Evening Talk 6 for 6.30pm St Andrew’s Church 

17 September Community Lunch 12.30 for 1.00pm Village Hall Bar 

20 September Historical Society 7.30pm Village Hall 

21 September MacMillan Coffee Afternoon 2pm to 4pm Village Hall 

21 September Harvest Supper 7.00pm Village Hall 

22 September Harvest Festival Service 10.30am St Mary’s Church 

26 September Quiz Night 7.30pm Village Hall Bar 

BIODIVERSITY PROJECT NEWS 
The walk around the village arranged by Project  
volunteers in late July served to highlight just how 
much wildlife we have. Visiting three ponds, the range 
of damsel and dragonfly species was noted by many, 
with up to six species being seen on the day and up to 
ten in the weeks since.  These insects spend their larval 
stage in the ponds and rely upon the stems of water 
plants which they climb like a ladder, after which the 

larval skin splits open and the adult insect emerges.  They have 
benefitted from the increase in true marginal plants at Scotsman’s 
Pit and those fishing the pond report that they have enjoyed  
seeing them too.   
A moth light trap had been run at Abbey House overnight and this 
produced over 65 individual moths of 23 different species. Most 
were common garden and woodland species but far from ordinary 
to look at!  We also looked at life in the ponds and found two 
species of water boatmen, damselfly larvae, water beetles and 
small crustaceans. In the evening a group met to look for bats 

around Scotsman’s Pit, and the church, equipped with several sonic bat detectors.  This 
enabled four species to be identified – common and soprano pipistrelles, noctule and 
Daubenton’s bat. A final point of interest was a sparrowhawk perched on the church roof 
and no doubt aware of the emerging bats!                                                      Tim Baldwin 

 

MOBILE LIBRARY NEXT VISITS 
 

27th September & 25th October 2024 
 

Outside 59 Station Rd 1.35 to 1.50 pm 
Sunnyside 1.55 to 2.15 pm 

Outside the Church  2.20 to 2.40 pm 
Weasenham Rd 2.45 to 2.55 pm 

A rare visitor to the UK, 
1% chance of seeing one 
in your life time! This 
young pink grasshopper 
was spotted in my  
garden this August, in 
Great Massingham.   
I was tickled pink!                                                      

Common blue damselfly 

Elephant hawkmoth 

Taken by M Bowes 


